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To all whom it may conecermn:

Be it known that I, HARRY W. ALLE oN, of
Chleano intheState of Illinois, have mvented

_eertmn new and useful Implovemente i Pa-

peI—IImwel‘s’ Folding Tables, of which the fol-

lowing is a epeclﬁeﬂtmn

My invention relates to paper-hangers’ fold-
g tables provided with folding sections and
foldmn legs and braces adapted to be inclosed
between the sections when shut up; and the
objects of my improvements are to simplify
the construction and arrangementof the parts
of such tables, and thereby provide room he-

tween the folding sections, when shut up, for

inclosing a str mﬂ'hL edﬂem‘ othersmall article,
as well as the leg and braces, and also pro-
vide means independent of the legs and their
braces for stiffening the joint between the
folding sections when open for use and for
effordmg; a rest or place for the straight- edge
when not in use,. the whole produem a suffi-
clently strong but light article, convenient to

carry about and easy “to set up and take down.
These objects I have attained in the table con-
structed as illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

I‘.lﬂure 1 18 a perspective view of my im-
pmved folding table shut np. Iig.2isa bot-
tom view, the folding sections being open, but
the legs and their braces folded in. Fig. 3 is
a top view showing the table set up for use.
Fig. 4 1s a side elevatlon of the table set up
for use., Iig. 5 1s a vertical cross-section on
the line 5 5 of Ti 1g. 8, looking toward the right.

In the drawing oS, A A de%wnete lonnltudl-
nally-folding sections of the mble Each of
these sections is provided on the under side
with a downwardly-projecting portion or strip
¢ all around the edges. Said sections are
hinged together by 1_1inges a” on the under
side, secured to the strips a, and when shut

up said strips meet, so as o form a hollow in-

closure between them and the sections.
b B designate the folding legs. At theup-
per ends these legs are ﬁrmly secured to Cross-

pleces B/, Whl@h_ cross-pieces are hinged or

pivoted to the folding sections by means of
pins or rivets O, which pivotally secure the

ends of plates O/, said plates being respect-

ively secured to the ends of said cross-pieces

and to the adjacent sides of said projecting

strips @, so as toform a hinge. Said legs and
cross-pieces arethin enough tolie,when folded,
alongside of said strips and not extend beyond

the thickness thereof; but said cross-pieces
should be wider than they are thick, for the
purpose of allowing the legs to be firmly at-
tached, to give Lhem lateral strength.

Tomted braces C are provided, of plate or
strap metal. One end of each of ‘these braces
18 attached pivotally to the folding sections,
as at ¢, on the inside of the strip a, and the
other end is pivoted to the legs, as at¢’. The
brace-joint ¢*is formed by pivoting the lapped
ends of the plate together, as at ¢*, so that a
sliding sleeve ¢* may be shpped overthe lapped
ends alongside of the pivot to make the joint
stiff for 1101(:1111n the legs extended. 1 also
provide eross~tie pieces D, of plate or strap
metal, and pivot them at one end to one of
the legs, the other end having a slot adapted
to engage a screw or nall d, not driven quite
1 to the head on the opposite leg. These
cross-ties, when the legs are folded, are se-
cured by a screw or nail d’ at the top of the
leg to which they are pivoted to prevent dis-
placement when the sections are closed.

Two or more mortises or openings K are
made through the strips ¢ flush or even with
the under side of the central portion of the
folding sections, through which openings slats
E’ are run, for the purpose of stiffening the
joint where the folding sections are hinged
together when unfolded. "These slats are ex:

tended beyond the width of the sections, for
the purpose of providing arest or convenient
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place for the straight-edge I at the side of the

table when not in use. Spring-clamps f are
attached to the strips ¢ and project inward,
so as to hold the straight-edge and slats in
place when inclosed between the sections, and
pivoted hooks 77 or other simple fastenings
are provided for holding the sections tog ether
when shut up. |

I am aware that prior to my invention pa-
per-hangers’ folding tables have been made
with longitudinal and transverse folding sec-
tions, as shown in Patent No. 309,738, of De-
cember 23, 1884, to Pell, and also with longi-
tudinally-folding sections having the hinges
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attached to éross-stri 1ps on the under side of
the sections and to the connecting-piece of
the legs, a detachable strip being provided to
close the opening along one edc-e of the sec-
tions when folded, as shown 1in Patent No.
348,733, of September 7, 1836, to Geseen and
Tvler and also with lonmtudmally-feldmn
sections with detachable cross-legs placed
transversely of the table-sections and held to-
gether by a shouldered tie-rod with a thumb-
nut at each end, there being a rod run through
a hole tlansversely of the sections, said rod
having a head on one end and a ser ew-nut on
the other to prevent the sections from folding
when erected for use, as shown in Patent \Te
316,142, of April 21, 1885 to Gordon; but my
mventlon does not include the table organ-
1zed and constructed like any of these.

What I claim is—

In a paper-hanger’s folding table and in
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combination, the longitudinally-folding .sec-

tions A A, pr ovided with downw ardly-project-
ing strips « at their edges and having mor-

tises E,the folding 1egS.B, hinged to the fold-
ing sections at each end, so as to fold between
the strips a,1he braces C, each having a joint
c*, formed, as shown and described, with a
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sliding sleeve ¢*, such braces being pivoted at

one end to the strips a on the inside and at
the other end to the folding legs, the cross-
pieces D, of strap metal, constructed as shown
and secured to the legs in the manner de-
seribed, and the slats K/, adapted to be run
through the mortises K, so as to project at
elther side of the table and form a rest for the
straight-edge, as specified.
HARRY W. ALLEN.
Witnesses:
J. W. MERRIAM
ROBERT F. HOEBS.
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