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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JOHN E. LEAVITT, of

Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu-

setts,haveinvented an Improvementin Waist-
bands, of which the following description, in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a specification, like letters on the drawings
representing like parts. |

This invention has forits object to improve
the construction of waistbands for trousers,
chiefly to insure greater comfort and a better
fit than when the waistband is made as here-
tofore common. |

The waistband herein described is com-
posed of two strips or plies of cloth curved in
the direction of their length and laid one
upon the other and sewed together about their
edges, which will preferably be inturned to
make a finish.

The waistband referred to is shown as pro-
vided at or near its lower edge and at a point
about midway its ends with a slit which is
preferably curved in the direction of the
carve of the waistband; but the curve for the
slit is struck from a circle of much less radius
than the circle corresponding with the curve
of the waistband. Preferably the edges of
the material about the said slit will be in-
turned and stitched down, and under strain,
as when the person wearing the trousers bends
the body forward, the said slit will open or
spread, lessening strain upon the seat and
causing the waistband to conform closelytothe
body. Several short pieces of elastic tapeor
webbing areinterposed between the two strips
or pieces of material constituting the waist-
band, the said elastic tape crossing the said
slit, one end of each of said pieces being se-
cured to the waistband above said slit, while
the other end of each of said piecesissecured
to the lower or narrow part of the band, the
stitches uniting the waistband to the top part
of the trousers also passing through the said
tapes below the said slit.

The waistband provided with button-holes
will be secured at its opposite ends and lower
edge to the trousers, and it will, in accord-
ance with my invention, be also secured to
the trousers between the ends of the waist-

.band and the ends of the slit by one or more

rowsof stitching extended transversely across

p—

the waistband, so that when the trousers are
fitted on the wearer the top or upper edge of
the trousers will be thrown in toward and
made to conform to the body, especially when
the latter is bent, and as a result throwing the
fullness into the seat of the trousers.
TFigure 1 shows in side view a waistband
embodying this invention, the said waistband
being represented as laid out flat and as
stitched to the upper part of a pairof trousers;
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Fig. 2, a cross-section in the dotted line x z, -

Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a like section in the line z’;
and Fig. 4 shows in front view a waistband
applied to a, pair of trousers, the waistband
being slitted at the hips and the front part
turned down to show the construction, the in-
ner ply of the waistband being partially
broken out at the back to better show the
elastic tape, the waistband at the back being
drawn taut. -

In the formation of the waistband I prefer-
ably take two strips of cloth a b, cut on a
curve, and form a slit &’ therein between its
ends, the said slit: being preferably curved, as
represented. The edges of the strip about
the slit &’ will preferably be turned in and
stitched, and the outeredges of the stripswill
preferably be turned in, as shown in the sec-
tion, Fig 2. Elastic tapes or webs d may be
laid in between the said strips from edge to
edge, the said tapes being shown as laid in
pairs to permit the button-holes f to be cut
and worked between them. These elastic
tapes cross the slit &’. In this condition the
waistband and tapes are united, preferably
by a row of stitches 2 about the edge of the
strip. Thebutton-holes fmay then be worked.
The waistband is then stitched to the trous-
ers, preferably by one or more horizontal rows
of stitches, as 3 4, the stitches 4 being below
the slit &’ and crossing the tapes. |

The waistband is secured to the trousers
at its ends by stitches, as at 5, and between
its ends and the ends of the slit 6" the said
waistband is secured to the trousers, prefer-
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ably by a double row of stitches 7, extended
transversely across the said waistband, and,

if desired,the said waistband may be secured

by additional rowsof stitches,as 6, between ad-

jacent button-holes. The upper edge of the

waistband, between the rows of stitches 7, 1s
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~ opposite ends and &13 a point intermediate of
- theends of the said band and the ends of the
. slit, the back of the trousers is made to fol-

(O
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preferably left free or disconnected; but, if

desired, the upper edge of the waistband, be-

tween the said roTs Of stitches, nmybe ezmﬂht
to the trousers at intervals, -

By making the waistband curv ed as de-
Scubed, &nd securing it to the tlouselq at ifs

low or conform to the curved shape of the
waistband when the -ends of .trousers are

brought together—that is, when the trousers |
~are buttoned on the wearer—and as a result
of making theslitted waistband curved rather

than Stra,luht and securing the said curved

waistband ﬁlmly to the trousers between its
-ends and the ends of the said slit, the strain,
which would natur ally fall entir ely upon the' :
row of stitches securing the lower edge of
waistband to the t1 ousers, 1s par tml]y -_

the
transmitted to the top of the trousers by the

- stitehes- 7, thus relieving the lower row of

stitches from strain, as when the body of the
wearer 18 bent, and thum ing ’[he fullness into
the seat of the trousers. |

- By making the waistband curved and at-

taehlnf it ‘ro the trousers, as described, the

~upper edge of the said band doesnot work up

- .

4.0

over the top of the trousers, but remains con-

cealed from view even when the body is bent. |
The elastic tapes b are preferably made inde- |
pendent of the button-holes of the waistband, -
‘and one of the said tapes issecured to the:
- upper and lower slitted portion of the waist--
band, between the nearest button-holes inthe
~upper slitted portion and the end of the slit

b’. By this construection the elastictape, when
stretched to its utmost tension, relieves the
strain from the button-hole and transmits it
to the top of the upper slitted portion—that
i8, to the top of the waistband. By this con-

str uction the strain upon the end of the slit
0" is relieved therefrom, and the danger of the
walstband tearing at the end of the slit is
diminished; butinorder to still further dimin-
ish the danger of tearing of the waistband at
the end of the slit thelatter may (and prefera- :
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| Dly will) be made in the arc of a smaller eir-
cle than the curve of the waistband, and while
I prefer to make the slit curved, I do_ not de—'

sire to limit my Self in this reslject
- lelaim—
- 1. The .combmatwn,' with - trousers, of a

9 The combination, with trousers, of a

| W-a:i_stband curvedin thedirection of 1itslength
-and provided with a longitudinal slit and se-
~cured tosaid trousers atits oppositeends and
“between its opposite ends and the ends of the
“slity substantially as deseribed.
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walstband curved in t‘he direction of itslength 6o
and provided with a curved longitudinal slit g

~and secured to said trousers at its opposite

ends and between its opposite ends and the

1 ends of the slit, substantially as described.
with trousers, of a
walstband curved in the direction of its length
and provided with a curved longitudinal slit
~and having button-holes and stitched to the

trousers at i1ts ends and lower edge and trans-
versely between the ends of the said band and
{ the ends of the slit, and elastic secured to the
| upper and lower slitted portions of the waist- -
band, substantially as desceribed. ”

- 3. The combination,

4., The Wawtband herein described, 11; con-

sisting of two

nal cur wd slit and having button- holes and
elastic tapes secured to the- upper and lower
slitted portionsof the waistband independent

of the said button-holes, the said elastic tape
being interposed between the end of the slit
~and the button-hole in the upper slitted por-

tion admcent to the end of the said slit,
whereby tearing of the end of the slit is ob-

viated, subbtantmlly as described.
- In testmlony whereofl havesigned myname

to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

JOUN E. LEAVITT.

Witnesses:
BERNICE J. NOYES,
ANNIE S. WIEGAND.

strips of cloth euwed in the 75
.-dneetlon of theu length and secured together
at their edges, and pr rovided with a lon 0'1t11d1—-
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