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To all whom it may conecer:

Be 1t known that I, HARRY EUGENE KEL-
LEY,of Niagara E I‘alls in the county of Niag-
ara, in the State of New York, have invented

5 new and useful Improvements in Animal-

Traps, of which the following, taken in con-

nection with the accompanying drawings, is a
full, clear, and exact description.
This invention relates to the class of ani-

1o mal-traps in which spring-actuated jaws are

tripped from their set position by means of
the bait-pan; and the invention consists in an
improved construction and combination of
parts, as hereinafter fully described, and spe-

15 cifically set forth in the claims.
In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-

spective view of an animal-trap embodying

my improvements. Fig.21is anouterend view
of the bait-pan and its supporting-post; and
2o If1g. 318 atransverse section on line z 2, Kig. 2.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents the base of the trap, which is
provided with posts A’ A’,to which the jaws

25 C C are hinged in the usual manner.

D denotes the spring which actuates the
sald jaws. T'oasuitable part of the base A is
hinged a post ¢ in such a manner as to cause
said post to stand at the inner side of one of

30 the jaws and allow it to oscillate toward and
from said jaw. The head of said postis formed
with an outwardly-projecting hook or catch b,
by which it is adapted to engage and hold the
jaw C 1in its set position,and in orderto allow

35 sald cateh to retain its hold onthe jaw I pivot
the post to the base A at a point directly un-
der the jaw, as shown in Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings.
and formed with a shoulder ¢, and on said

40 head is hinged the bait-pan P,which is formed
with perfor a,ted ears e ¢, embracing the head
of the post and connected the.reto_ by a pin
passing through the perforations. DBetween

the said ears the bait-pan is formed with an
45 abutment 7, which in raising the bait-pan en-
counters the shoulder cand causesthe posta to
be swung outward, or toward the jaw C,soas to
allow the catch btoengage said jaw when in 1ts
set position. The hinged end of the bait-pan
so is formed with downwardly-extending heels

The head of the post a is perforated

d c, by which the bait-pan bears on the inner

suﬂe of the jaw Cwhen in its set position,and
this supports the bait-pan P in its raised posi-
tion. A downward pressure on the bait-pan
causes the heels d d.topress against the inner
side of the jaw C,and ther eby crowd the head
of the post inward, or away from the jaw, until

the cateh b releases said jawand thus springs

the trap.

It will be observed that in my 1mp10Ved
trap the bait-pan constitutes a lever whichis
fulerumed on an osecillatory post holding the

jaw in its set position,which lever hasone end

bearing on the sideof the jaw adjacent to the
post, and thereby throws the post out of en-
gagement with the jaw.

In order to limit the movement of the bailt-
pan to the point at which the eatch bisto en-
cage the jaw C, I form the base of the post a
with a suitable stop [, preferably of the form
of a tongue pr OJechD outward from the post
and bearmﬂ‘ on top of the base A.

My improved trap is set with the greatest fa-
cility by simply opening the jaws 130 their set
position and lifting the bait-pan, which latter
movement causes the catch b to engage and
retain oneof the jaws, as tllustr ated in Fig. 1
of the drawings.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In combination with the trap-base and
spring-actuated jaws, a post connected to the
base and oscillatory thereon and provided
with a catch adapted to engage one of the
jaws, and a lever fulerumed on “the said post
and adapted vo throw the post from the en-
gaged jaw, as set forth.

. In combination with the trap-base and
Spmnﬂ'-actuated jaws, a post hinged to the

“base at a point directly under one of the jaws

when in its set position and provided with a
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catch adapted to hold said jaw in said posi-

tion, and a lever hinged to the said post and
having one end bearing on the engaged jaw
at the side adjacent to the post, as set forth.
3. In combination with the base A and jaw
C, the post «, hinged to the baseat a pointdi-
rectly under said jaw when in its set position

| and formed with the cateh b and shoulder ¢, 100
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and the bait-pan formed with ears e e, hinged | base and standing at the inner side of one of
to and embracing the post, heels d d at oppo- | the jaws when in its set position and formed
site sides of the post, and abutment f between | with thestopl, catch b, and shoulderc¢, and the
the ears,substantially as described and shown. | bait-pan P, formed with perforated ears e e,

5 4. In combination with the trap-base and | embracing the head of the post and hinged zo
spring-actuated jaws,the post a, hinged to the | thereto, the heels d d, adapted to bear on the
base and standing at the inner side of the | inner side of the aforesaid jaw, and the abut-
Jaw and formed with a catch adapted tohold | ment f on the bait-pan between the aforesaid
the jaw in its set position, and with a stop to | ears, substantially as deseribed and shown.

10 limit the outward movement of said post, and In testimony whereof I have hereuntosigned 25

the bait-pan fulcrumed on said post and | my name this 18th day of February, 1889.

adapted to throw the same out of its engage- _ HARRY EUGENE KELLEY. [&.s.]
ment with the jaw, as set forth. Witnesses:
5. In ecombination with the trap-base and (xEO0. N. MILLER,

15 spring-actuated jaws, the post a, hinged to the | FrED L PIERCE.
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