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To all whom it may conecermn:

Be it known that I, ITARRY EUGENE KEL-
LEY, of Niagara I I‘alls, in the county of Niag-
ara, in the Sta,te of New Yorlk, have mvented

new and useful Improvements in Animal-

Traps, of which the following, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, is
a tull, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to the class of ani-
mal-traps having spring-actuated jaws piv-
oted to a base-plate and closing over a bait-
pan. _

My invention consists in forming the said
jaws from blanks of sheet metal bent into
bow shape and crimped transversely to pre-
sent broad gripping-faces, as hereinafter more
fully descubed, and specifically set forth in
the claim.

The invention is fully illustrated in the an-
nexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a side view of an animal-trap
emb{)dying my lmprovements. FKig, 2 is a
vertical transverse section on line x «, Ifig. 1.
Fig. 3 18 a perspective view of the Innersides
of the ends of the jaws to which the spring
Kig. 4 is
of a Jaw re-enforced by a longitudinal cen-
tral rib, and Fig. 5§ 1s a plan view of a blank
from which the jaw is formed.

B represents the base-plate of the trap, and
D D are the posts, which rise from the said
base-plate and have hinged to them the jaws
C C.

I denotes the spring, of the usual form, con-
sisting of a steel plate bent so as to have one
end over the other and having its lower end
hung on one of the posts D and the opposite
end embracing the end portions of the jaws,
which are hinged to said post,

P represents the bait-pan, which may be
hinged in any suitable and well-known man-
mer to a post d, secured to an arm B’, which
extendslaterally from the base 3. On another
post d’, formed on the free end of the arm
B’, is pivoted a latch /, which is placed across
the top of one of the jaws C and interlocked
with the bait-pan P when the trap is set, in
the nsual and well-known manner, as indi-
cated by dotted lines in Fig, 1 of the draw-
ings.

a, transverse section |

[

The jaws C C have hitherto been either
forged out of wrought metal or formed by
casting molten metal in molds of the requisite
shape. The defects of these modes of con-
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struction are that the first is too expensive, 55

and the second 1s liable to produce jaws with
flaws in the metal, and these are therefore
unreliable. Toovercome these defects, I form
the jaws C C of sheet metal, plefembly of
sheet-steel, by cutting from the sheet blanks
of the requisite size and shape, similar to
that illustrated in Fig. 5 of the drawings.
Said blank I bend into the requisite bow
shape, and in order to re-enforce the same 1
make the blank of sufficient width to allow
me to crimp or bend it transversely on the
dotted lines 0 0 and 0’ 0’,thereby forming the
flanges ¢ ¢’ along the inner edge of the main
p01t1011 of the jaw and on both edges of the
straight portion C’, which passes thwucrh the
usual eye ¢ of the spring I. By plOVldl]]ﬂ
the outer edge of the blank with a notch n

at the 31111(3‘(1011 of the portions forming the
straight end portion ¢’ and main 1301131011 of
the jaw and crimping only the outer edge of

the portion C’ a stop f 1s formed for arrest-

ing the movement of the spring I when the
same has closed the jaws., The aforesaid
crimping is made in such a direction as to

cause the Jaws to present broad gripping-

faces, and thus obviate the danger of com-
pletely severing the limb from the animal
canghtin the trap. Said jawsmay be further
strengthened by subjecting the blank to the
pressure of suitable dies, which form a lon-
gitudinal rib A in the center of the width of
the jaw, as illustrated in Fig. 4 of the draw-
1ngs.

In order to further reduce the cost of manu-
tacture, 1 pivot the two jaws to the post D by
one and the same rivet, which may be of suffi-
cient length to allow it to be bent into the
shape of a clevis or staple and have its two
ends passing through the perforations in the
ends of the jaws and through two perfora-

tions in the post and clinched on the latter,

as represented at " in Ifig. 1 of the drawings;
or the ends of the jaws may be bent so as to
bring them respectively on opposite sides of
the post,and the straight rivet passes through
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the perforations of the jaws and through a | IntestimonywhereofIhavehereuntosigned 1o

single perforation in the post, as shown at » | my name, in the presence of two witnesses, at
in Fig. 1 of the drawings. Niagara Falls, in the county of Niagara, in
~ What I claim as my mventlon 18— the State of New York, this 19th day of De-
5 Asan improved article of manufacture, the | cember, 1888.
trap-jaws C C, formed of blanks of sheet HARRY EUGENE KELLEY. [r. s]
metal bentinto bow shape and crimped trans- |  Witnesses:
versely to present broad gripping-faces, Sub HENRY DURK,

stantially as set forth and shown. , MYRON HARRISON IKINSLY.
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