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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GusTAvUs VAN DE-
VENTER, of Matawan, in the county of Mon-

mounth and State of New Jersey, haveinvented

a newand Improved Brick-Machine, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription. | |
My invention relates to the construction of
the followers or plungers of brick-machines
which press the clay down into the molds, the
object being such formation of the undersur-
face of the follower that the bricks will be of
uniform density, whether the clay forced into

“the press-box over the molds be of uniform
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ture to the press-box.

thickness or not; and my improvement con-
sists 1n making the under or bottom side of

the plunger so that it will exert a greater
pressure at theoutside of the mold where the

clay 1s liable to be scant than at the side next
the mixer where the clay is more or less com-
pressed and fills the full capacity of the aper-
The under surface of
the follower may be stepped, coneave, corru-
cgated, or on a plain bevel. |

Reference 1s to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 18 a broken perspeclive view of a
partof acommon “ Potts” brick-machine hav-
ing a plungerorfollower made 1n accordance
with my invention. FKig. 21i1s a detail sec-
tional view of the press-box and a portion of
the mixer, and Iigs. 3 and 4 show different
forms of the follower. '

A representsthe mixer, which may be of the
Potts type or of any approved construction.

The clayis forced to the press-box I3 in this

case by the delivery-wheel C, which pressesthe
clay through the aperture D.
of the press-box, on the table E, is placed the
mold F, on or to which the clayis forced asit
enters the press-box from the mixer. The
follower G is operated verticallyin the press-
box by the crank-shaft H, connected to the

follower by the link J and turned by gear-

wheels K L. Anysuitable meansfor recipro-
cating the follower may be used. The bottom
or contact surface a of the follower declines
from the edge nearest the mixer tothe oppo-
site edge, and with this feature 1t may be con-

In the bottom
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caved, as shown in Fig. 4; a plain bevel, as

shown in Fig. 3; or it may be stepped, as

shown in Figs. 1 and 2. DBy this construction
the lack of density in the clay at the outside
of the press-box is compensated for by the
increased thickness of the follower, so that
the pressure is equalized and made uniform at
all parts of the mold, thus producing more
uniform and evenly pressed bricks.

While I have shown my invention applied
to the Potts brick-machine, it will be under-
stood that it may be applied with equal effi-
ciency to any form of brick-machine.

Having thus fully described my.invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— - -

In a brick-machine, the follower for press-
ing the clay into the molds, formed with its
outer edge depressed or at a lower level than
the opposite edge or edge next to the mixer,
substantially asand for the purposesset forth.

- GUSTAVUS VAN DEVENTER.

Witnesses:

JOSEPH MCGOWN,
CHAS. GEHLKATUS.
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