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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE EDWARD RAY-

MOND,a citizen of the United Statesof Amer ica,
1'esiding at Chicago,in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Merchandise-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therem to the ac-
companying dmwmﬂ‘s

This invention has for its object to provide.

an improved merchandise-box or an auto-
matic or self-adjusting or self-closing air-
tight can or case, particularly to hold sheli-
stored goods to be dispensed in fractional por-
tions, as, for instance, in disposing the same

by retail; and to these ends my invention con-

sists of the novel construction and combina-
tion of parts, as will fully appear from the
following description and accompanying illus-
trations, in which— .

Flﬂ'me 1 i8 a perspective view of my 1m-
ploved merchandise-box, showing the lid or
cover open and parts broken away. Ifig.21s
a vertical section taken on the line x «x there-
of. Fig. 31s a view in perspective showing
several methods of applying the lid or cover,
and Fig. 4 1s a modification thereof.

In the embodiment of my invention I em-
ploy a lid or cover A, in the present instance
triangular in shape and closing a correspond-
ing opening « in the side of the box or can B

at its bottom edge, said lid or cover being
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hinged at said edge of box. The pintle of
the hinge of the lid or cover Ais a rod or pin
C, in length equal to the width of the inner
edge of the latter, and engaging eye-lugs 0 0
on the lid and box or can. "T'his rod or pintle
is encircled by or has otherwise suitably ap-
plied thereto a spring C’, one end of which
is connected to the can or box, the other end
being connected to the lid or cover. The pur-

pose of this spring is to normally retain the
- cover or lid tightly closed, and 1t will conse- |

| quently eff

ect the automatie closing of the lid
or cover after having been opened. The lid
or cover A has upon “its inside two edgewise-
disposed cleats or guides D D,converging to-

ward but not meeting at their outer e-nds, a

narrow space being left between said ends,
the cleats or ﬂ*mdes thus serving in the ca-
pacity of a funnel when the 1id or cover is
swung or thl own outward and the can tilted
as usnal to dischar oe its contents, the latter
flowing out. upon the lid between and concen-
trated by said guides or cleats, causing the

same to leave or flow from the 11d Or cover In

a narrow stream. The lid or cover of course
has a knob or hand-hole or pull to permtt 1ts
convenient opening and closing.
~In the several modifications the same idea
is carried out by the conversion of, say, halt
of one side of the box or can into a lid, the
entire side into a lid, or the top into a lid, the
application of which will be readily under-
stood without further description.
The modification shown in Fig. 4 consists
of a metallic funnel projecting from the
outer end of the top of the lid. It will beseen

by this attachment that in emptying the box

the contents are precipitated by Tl&Vlty

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elalm and desue fo secure by Lettels
Patent, is— - -

The merchandise box or can having a
hinged cover provided upon ifs inside with
converging cleats or guides spaced apart at
their approaching ends,said lid or cover hav-
ing applied to 1ts hinge-pintle a spring the ac-
tion of whichis to hold the lid tightly closed,
substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE EDVVARD RAYMOND

Witnesses:

L. M. FISHER,
RORT. C. FICKE,
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