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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known thatl, FREDERICK W. HOEFER,
a resident of Freeport, in the county of Ste-
phenson and State of 1llinois, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Curry-Combs; and1do herebydeclarethe fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which 1t per tmns to make
and use the same.

‘The invention 1s shown in the &ceompany-
ing dr ﬂWlI’l“‘&, in which—

B lgure 11is a plan of the curry-comb, look-

ing upon the working-face. Iig. 2 1s a sec-
tion on the line x «, Fig. 1. Ifig. 3 shows a
handle that may 1‘*eplﬂee the Hat Strlp of Iigs

1 and 2.

In the drawings, A A are wave-like ribs,
preferably of malleable iron, V-shaped in
cross-section and serrated npon their thinner
edges to form the working-face of the comb.

They are of any desired number, placed par-

allel at a short distance from e.ﬂ,vh other, and
held in position by small coils B of spring-
wire, whose successive spirals are passed
through apertures C in the ends of each rib.
The apertures are somewhat larger than the
wires that pass through them, and are en-
larged and rounded eyelet-like upon each
surface of the rib in orderthat they may move
freely within small limits upon the coils.
The handle D is of the usual form, and may
be of leather, but is preferably a metal strap.
Whatever the material, its ends are perfo-
rated at E for the passage of the coils of the
springs B. The several ribs and the handle
are adjusted in position and the coils are 1n-
serted, advancing by simplerotation through

the ribs in proper relative position and the
handale in place, as'shown. The coils are then
prevented from withdrawing by bending each
end of each down upon the adjacent rib end
and the comb is ready for use. If desired, a

|

flexible back may be added, of course; but
when this is not used the expense of manu-
facture i1s very slight, the various parts re-
guiring no fitting nor hand-work and being
among the eheapest forms of metal.

the several apertures in succession, securing

[ ——— T

While made entirely of metal, the comb 1s
nevertheless flexible along lines parallel to
the handle, and owing to the looseness of the
wires in the apertures through which they
pass the end ribs may make with each other
an angle of about thirty degrees, the face be-

coming a warped surface, and hence thecomb

may follow every hending possible to the hand
that holds it, and may thus conform to the
surface over whichit passes. Its lateral edges
are cushioned by the coils, and it 1s evident
that it may be washed or left in water with-
out injury, and that in other respects it 1s
nearly indestructible.

The handle may be formed, as shown in
Ifig. 3,0f a wire bent back and forth in its
own plane 1ts narrow end loop-l being passed

either through the several spirals of “the side

coils or through apertures in the end of the
central rib.
What I claim 15—

1. Thecombination,with the parallel toothed
11bs, of the transverse spring-coils secured to
the ribs, covering their ends and cushioning
the lateral margins of the comb, SIIb‘%t:Lll-
tially as set fmth

2. The combination,with the parallel toothed
ribs and the spring-coils passed, respectively,
through apertures in theopposite ends of the
ribs, of the hand-loop of spring-wire engag-
ing said coils and bending back and forth in

substantially the same plane.

3. The combination, with aseries of parallel
toothed ribs lying in the same plane, and a
handle-loop substantially parallel to said ribs,
of two transverse coiled springs having their
spirals passed through apertures in the cor-
responding ends of the handle-loop and the
ribs, whereby all the parts are united, form-

ing a curry-comb flexiblealong lines p.ﬂ,mllel

to tho handle-loop, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereot I have signed this
specification in the presence of Lwo %11b501*1b-
Ing witnesses.

FREDERICK W.

Witnesses:
JAMES . STEARNS,
HALLIE C. ELLIS.

HOEKER.
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