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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHUN B. STONE, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND.

DRESS-FORM.

SPECIFICATION f_ormixig part of Letters Patent No. 410,862, dated September 10, 1889.
| Application filed March 18,1889, =Sertal No, 303,670, (o model.)

To all whom it may concerre: |
Be 1t known that I, JOHN B. STONE, of the

city of Providence, in the county of Provi- .

dence and State of Rhode Island, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Dress-Iforms, of which the following 1s a
full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification.

This invention has reference to improve-
ments for adjusting, extending, and support-
ing the strips or wires forming the outer part
or skeleton of a dress-form; and 1t consists
in the peculiar andnovel construction of two
or more supportsand their radial connections

. with the dress-form, by which the dress-form
- is expanded or contracted and supported, as

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

will be more fully set forth hereinafter.
In the drawings similar letters of reference
indicate corresponding parts throughout.
Figure 1 is a view showing the expanded
dress-form supported on a central rod. Ifig.
2 18 a horizontal section showing the rods con-

necting the form-ribs with the central adjust-

able disk., Fig.3 is a top view of the adjust-
able disk, shown partly in section. Fig. 4 is
a sectional view of the adjustable disk and
the supporting-sleeve. Ifig. 5 18 a sectional
view of the tube and standard, showing the

locking device by which the standard 1s con-

nected with the tube.

In dress-forms as heretofore constructed
the adjustment of the outer ribs to the de-
sired circumferential measurement was ef-
fected by sliding the blocks in which the
braces are hinged vertically. 'T'o effect this,
the sliding block had to be released from the
standard and raised toexpand theribs. The
weight of the block, the braces, and the.spring-
tension of the ribs had to be overcome nearly
at arm’s length of the operator. To ladies,
the frequent adjustment of these forms is
trying and difficult. |
- The object of this invention is to overcome
this difficulty and construct a dress-form in
which the supports of the expanding-braces
require no raising or lowering when the dress-
form is in use and less strength or effort to
adjust the ribs to the required dimensions.
To attain this object I place on the standard
vertically-adjustable sleeves and secure the
same in the proper position when the form is

—_————

set up for use. On thesesleeves are secured
disks, and each is provided with a clamping
device, by which the disk is secured to the
sleeve in any desired position. The ribs of
the form are connected to the disks by braces,
so that by turning the disks the braces will
assume a radial position for the largest ex-
pansion of the form and a tangential posi-
tion for the contracted form having the small-
est circumference, thus allowing the use of
the form without any vertical change of the
central adjustable supports with considera-
ble changes in the circumferential length.

In the drawings, 10 indicates a tube, which
is nsually secured to anysuitable supporting-
base. The standard 11 is supported in the
tube 10,and extends upward, forming the sup-
port of the dress-form. The standard 1s pro-
vided at its lower end with the grooves 12,
into which. the pin 13 enters. The pin 18 18
provided with a loop or handle, and a portion
of the pin is cut away, so that by turning the
pin the standard 11 may be raised or lowered
to adjust the dress-form to the desired length
of dress.

The disks 14 turn onthe sleeves 15. These
sleeves 15 are secured to the standard by
means of the cam-lever 16. The disk 14 18
secured to the sleeve by the cam-lever 17.
The braces 18 are secured in the disk 14 by
bending the ends at right angles, then insert-
ing the bent ends through a hole in the disk
and bending the projecting ends into loops.
The disk 14 may be made as shown in KFig.

‘4, in which the disk proper is formed with a

concave angular groove. The wiresor braces
are secured, as above described, so that the
bent loop is in the annular groove. The up-
per part of the disk, provided with the cam-
lever 17,is also provided with an annular
oroove, and the two parts are secured to-
cether by the screws or rivets 19, as shown in
Fig. 3.

The braces 18 are pivotally secured to the

metal clamps 20, which are secured to the ver-
tical ribs 21. The cross-ribs 22 are pivotally

connected to the vertical ribs 21, and, crossing
over from one rib to the next rib,are secured
to the lower end of the vertical ribs, by a rivet
or similar connection passing through the
slots 23 near the lower end of the cross-ribs 22.

Loosely connected with the ribs 21,at the
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waist end at the hip portion of the d ress-form,
by means of loops or slides, are the bands 24.
These bands are provided with a number of
holes into which a button secured to one part
of the band 24 can be entered. These holes
are preferably numbered.
made of metal, so as to at all times keep their
form and exact diameter.

Great strength and rigidity are secured in
my improved dress-form by reason of the
Cross-ribs 22,

Dress-forms are usually placed in the dif-
ferent departments of a store having ladies’,
misses’, and children’s dresses for sale. All
the variations in size in cach one of these de-
partments can be quiekly secured in my im-
proved dress-form by turning the disks 14, so
as to expand or contract the ribs, and by loos-
ening the sleeves 15 and moving the upper
disks farther apart or closer together the
dress-form arranged for one department can
be readily changed for a larger or smaller
general size.

For transportation the dress-form ean De
collapsed, so as to take up but little space, by
loosening the sleeve 15 and allowing the disks
14 to slide on the standard until the ribs are
in contact with the disks 14.

Havingthusdeseribed my invention, I c¢laim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. Inm a dress-form, the combination, with
the standard 11, provided with the grooves 12,
of the tube 10, and the locking device 18, con-

sisting of a cylindrical portion, part of which.

18 cut away, and a loop forming a handle con-
structed to adjust the height of the dress-

form and secure the same by turning the

locking device, as described.

2. Inadress-form,the combination, with the
vertical ribs forming the skirt of the dress-
form and the standard, of two or more disks
constructed to be turned horizontally, and pro-
vided with mechanism for securing the same

'T’he Dbands are
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in the desired position, and braces pivotally
connected with the disks and with the verti-
cal ribg, the whole constructed so that by turn-
ing the disks the tangential position of the
braces is changed to the radial position, or
vice versa, and the vertical ribsare expanded
or contlracted, as deseribed.

5. The combination, in a dress-form, with
the vertical ribs and tangential braces pivot-
ally connected with the vertieal ribs and with
& disk supported on the standard at the lower
part of the dress-form, of ribs pivotally con-
nected with the vertical ribs near the upper
part and secured to the lower part of the next
rib, as deseribed.

1. In a dress-form, the combination, with
the standard 11, of two or more disks 14, con-
structed to turn horizontally, the braces 18,
pivotally connected with the disk or disks
and with the vertical ribs, and the ribs 21 and
22, and thecam-levers 17, construected to secure
the dress-form in the expanded condition, as
desecribed. |

5. In a dress-form, the combination, with
the standard 171, the vertical ribs 21 and 22,
and the bands 24, of the disks 14, braces 18,
pivotally connected with the disks 14 and the
vertical ribs 21, and the cam-levers 17, con-
structed to expand the dress-form to the ad-
justment of the bands, as described. |

6. In a dress-form, the combination, with
thestandard 11, of the sleeve 15, provided with
the cam-lever 16, the disk 14, and cam-lever
17, and the braces 18, pivotally connected with
the vertical ribs of the dress-form, and with
the disk 14, construeted to expand or contract
the dress-form by partial rotation of the disk
14, as deseribed.

JOIIN . STONE.

Witnesses:

M. F. BDL1GH,
J. A. MILLER, Jr.
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