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10 all whom. it moy concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT M. W ALSH, of
New Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and
State of Louisiana, have invented a new and

; useful Improvement in Coverings for Cotton-
Bales, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to coverings for cot-
ton-bales of that class in which sheet metal

10 18 employed to form an envelope for the bale
to protect it from fire and bad weather, to
keep it clean, and prevent pilfering of the
cotton.

My invention consists in the peculiar eon-

15 struction of the sheets in combination with
devices for securing them around the bale
and permitting of the reduction of the size
of the bale when compressed, which I will now
proceed to describe.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bale of
cotton provided with my protecting-covering
as it comes from the planter. Fig. 2'isa trans-
verse section of one side of the bale. Fig. 3
18 & perspective view of the same bale after
25 1t has been compressed and refitted with my

covering minus the section K K’. Fig. 4 is
a plan view of one of the main covering-
sheets, (the bottom one,) with the position of
the bale indicated thereon in dotted lines.

30 Iig. 5 is a plan view of one of the removable
middle sections of the covering.

A A represent the two main sheets, of
which there is one fitted to the bottom and
another to the top. These sheets are prefer-

35 ably of sheet-iron of about No. 27 gage,
and are each about seventy-eight inches long
and forty-eight inches wide. To the sides
of one of these sheets are nailed at the
edges wooden strips D D, about three inches

40 wide, one inch thick, and of a length equal
to that of the cotton-bale. To the ends of
this same sheet are nailed similar strips D D,
corresponding to the width of the cotton-
bale. At the lines G II the metal sheets are

207

45 cut or slitted, so as to permit the sheet to be
folded at the corners. |

In Fig. 5, K K’ represent an intermediate
sheet-metal section, whose part I fills in the
space between the sheets A and A on the
50 side of the original bale, and whose part I’

fills in the space between the sheets A and |

| A at the end of the original bale. These
sections K K’, of which there are two, are

provided with wooden strips D’ and D?, cor-
responding, respectively, in length to the
sides and ends of the bale. As shown, these
sections are each made with the two parts
K K’ in one piece of sheet metal about
twenty-four inches wide and one hundred
Inches long; but these sections maybe made
with parts K and K’ separate and distinet
and adapted to correspond accurately to the
sides and ends of the bale. |

In covering the bale it is laid upon the
lower sheet A, as in Fig. 4, while the upper
sheet A is laid.on top of the same. The pro-
Jecting edges of the upper sheet are bent
down on the sides and ends of the bale, and
the edges of the lower sheet are bent up so
as to throw the wooden strips against the
cotton. The middle sheets K K’ are now
fitted between the bent edges of the upper

and lower sheets, and the edge of the upper

sheet A is nailed through the wooden strips
of the middle section K K’, and the lower
edge of section K K’ is nailed through the
wooden strips of lower sheet A, as shown in
Fig. 2. The nails are formed with chisel-
edges and broad flat heads, 8o as to be readily
removed when desired. The wooden strips
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D D" are thus made to lie against and bury

in the cofton and to give a firm anchorage
to hold the nails that connect the sheets.
The covered bale now presents the appear-
ance shown in Fig. 1.

When the bale is to be compressed or re-
duced in size for reshipment, the nails are
taken out, and middle sections K K’ being
removed the bale is reduced transversely by
compression until the edges of the two sheets
A Alap. The nails are then driven through
the edges of the upper sheet into the wooden
re-enforce strips of the lower sheet, and my
covering for the bale still proteects it in the
form shown in Fig. 3. When the bales reach
their final destination, the covering-shects
are flattened out and nails packed and re-
turned with the sheets, to be used again, if
desired. |

Having thus desceribed my invention, what I
claim as new is—

1. A cotton-bale covering consisting of me-

e

95

100




2 410,387 ‘s

tallic sheets having marginal wooden strips | thereof, and removable intermediate metal
attached thereto on the inside of the sheets, | sheets ]mvmn' wooden strips at one edge, the
so as to lie against the cotton, the edge of one | said sheets bem o connected about the bale 15
sheet being secured to the Wooden re- enfomed by nails driven 1111‘01.1011 the metal edge of

5 edge of the other sheet by nails driven | one sheet into the wood re-enforced edn'e of

thrmwh and anchored in the wood, substan- the other sheet, substantially as shown and ’
tially as shown and described. - described. |
2. A cotton-bale covering consisting of an . . ROBERT M. WALSL.

upper metal sheet and a lower met&l sheet,
1o both extending beyond the sides and ends of Witnesses:

the bale, one “of them being prowded with ANDREW IIERO, Jr.,

wooden strips at its edges on the inner side | JNO. J. WARD.
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