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To all whonv it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DAVID ROSENTHAL, of
Hudson, in the county of Columbia and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Letter-Boxes, of which
the following is a full, elear, and exact de-
seription. |

My invention relates to an improvement in
létter-boxes, and has for its object to provide
a box of this character which shall have two
compartments, one adapted to receive letters
and the other to receive papers and similar
articles, |

A further objeet of the invention is to pro-

vide each compartment with a door, and to

S0 connect the doors of both compartments
that when, for instance, the upper door is
opened the lower door will be automatically
opened also, and vice versa.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several parts,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is an end view of my improved
box. Fig. 2 is a central vertical section on
line = « of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec-
tion taken on line 4 3 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 1is a
similar section on line 2z z of the same figure.

In carrying out the invention the body 10
of the box may beof any desired shape, being
preferably maderectangular in contour, with
an overhanging top 11.

The box 1s divided into two compartments
12 and 13 by a transverse partition 14, the
upper compartment 12 being adapted to con-
tain letters, and the lower compartment 13
papers or articles of like nature. A door 15
18 made to cover the opening produced in one
end of the box, which opening leads into the
compartmentl1l?, and another door 16ishinged
to the same end of the box below the said door
15,covering the openingleading into the lower
or paper compartment 13, as illustrated in
Figs. 1 and 2. .

The upper door 15 has attached to its inner
face ateach side an inwardly-extending plate
17, forming side panels, the lower end of
which panels is provided with a stop-lug 18,

adapted for contact with the inner wall of
the box above.the opening covered by the
door 15, when the said door is opened, or car-
ried down to the horizontal position illus-
trated in dotted lines in Fig. 2, the said stop-
lag being thus adapted to limit the downward
movement of the door and relieve the hinges
from’all strain. .

To one of the side panels 17 of the upper
door a rod 19 is pivoted at one end, which rod,
when the door is closed, extends diagonally
within the box essentially to a contact with
the upper surface of the transverse partition
14, as shown in positive lines in Fig. 2.

In the partition 14, at that side of the box
in which the rod 19 is located, a slot 20 is pro-
duced, extending nearly from end to end, as
1llastrated in Fig. 3. Through the said slot
20 a second bar or rod 21 is upwardly pro-
jected to a pivotal connection with the inner
end of the upper bar or rod 19. The outer
end of the lower bar or rod 21 isweighted, as
1lustrated at 22 in Fig. 4, and pivotally at-
tached to a stud or post 23, forming an inte-
gral portion of the inner face of the lower
door 16, which stud or post is located at one
side of the said door. |

Above the upper door 15 the box is pro-
vided with the wusual lidded opening 24,
through which the letters are introduced into
the compartment 12, and a similar lidded
opening 25 18 produced in the lower door 16
for the introduction of the papers or similar

articles 1into the lower compartment 13.

The doors may be hinged to the box in any
sultable or approved manner, and instead of
being located in the end they may be located
in the side of the box, or at any other desired
point,

The upper door is provided with a staple
26, adapted to receive a hasp 27, hinged to
the box above the opening closed by the said
door. The upper door is usually locked in
the ordinary manner by a padlock 28, asillus-
trated 1n Iig. 2.

The connecting-rods 19 and 21, which vir-
tually constitutelinks, are of such length that
when the upper door is closed the upper link
will be made to travel inward, thereby draw-
ing the lower link in the same direction, and
as the upper door is brought to a closed po-

| sition the lower door is also tightly closed.
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Thus by locking the upper door the lower
door is also loeked
It is obvious that when the lock is emoved

- from the upper door and the said door 18 car-
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ried down to the horizontal position illus-
trated in dotted lines in Iig. 2 the upper link
or connecting-rod 19 will be drawn outward,
and will cause the lower connecting link or
rod 21 to push open the lower door, the drop
of the lower door being facilitated by the
weight at the lower extremity of the said
lower connectingrod or link. When the doors
are in this position, both the compartments

of the box may be conveniently and e‘s;pech-

tiously emptied. - |

Having thus descnbed my invention, I claim
ASNEew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination, with a box having
upper and lower compartment each provided
with an opening in its side, of hinged doors
closing the said openings, and rods pivoted
together and to the said doors, whereby both

doors will be simultaneously opened or closed,

substantially as described. |
2. In a letter-box, the combination, W1Lh a

body divided into ,(,omp.;,u*tment% cach com-

partmeént provided with an opening covered
by a hinged door, of panels sectred to the
inner face of the upper door, and a link-con-
nection between one panel of the upper door
and the inner face of the lower door, sub-
stantially as shown and described, whereby
the movement of the upper door will control
the movement of the lower door, as set forth.

3. In a letter-box, the combinatlion, with a|

body divided into compartments by a parti-

an |

tion provided with a slot atone side, and each
compartment having an opening covered by

a hinged door, of pmlels secured to the 1mmner

face of the upper door, links or connecting-

rods pivoted to each other and to the p&nel
of the upper door and the inner face of the

lower door, the lower link extending upward

in the box through the slot in the partition,
all combined for operation, substantially as
shown and described.

4. In a letter-box, the combination, with a
body divided into. compartments by a trans-
verse partition having a slot in one side, each

“compartment provided with an opening cov-

ered by a hinged door, of panels secured to
the upper door and provided with stop-lugs
at one end, a link or connecting-bar pivoted
to one of the panels of the upper door, a sec-
ond link or connecting-rod pivoted to the up-
per link and to the inner face of the lower
door, said lower link provided with a weight-
ed 10v~'. er extremity and extending upw&rd

through the slot in the partition, all combined

for Opemtlon substantially as Shown and de-
seribed. -

5. A letter-box divided into two compart-
ments, each compartment provided with an
opening covered by a hinged door, and a con-

' nection between the upper and the lower
‘door, whereby the upper door controls the
movement of the lower one, substantially as

and for the purpose %pemﬁed
 DAVID ROSENTHAIL.
‘Nitnesses:
W. R. ETTING,
C. A. VAN HOESEN.
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