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To all whonv it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, ANDREW J. GOOSTREE,
of Foxville, in the county of Marion and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Appliances for
Controlling and Preventing Fires in Build-
ngs, of which the following is a specifica-
tiomn. |

This invention has in view to provide new
and mnseful improvements in fire-extinguish-
ers, having for its object, more especlally, to
utilize the principle or method of eutting off
or excluding drafts ov currents of air from
the flames within a burning building or ves-
sel in order to extinguish the same.

The invention consists of the particular

construction and arrangement of parts, as
hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out in
the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a building having my im-
provement applied. I'1g.2 is a detailed plan
view showing one of the pulleys, its support,
and a blind or shutter with its closing line or
wire; and Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view
showing the hinge and spring on an enlarged
scale.

In carrying out my invention I apply to a
building, upon the outside, shutters A for
closing the window-openings, and to outside
door-openings I apply auxiliary or supple-
mentary doors A’, the said doors opening out-
ward, as clearly shown in the drawings.

In order to render the shutters and doors
air-tight, or practically so, they are provided
around thelr margins with cushions or strips
of rubber « ¢ to exclude drafts or currents of
air from the building, thus suppressing the
flames and finally extinguishing the same in
case of the taking fire of the building. These
shutters and doors have conneeted to each of
them a wire o1 line 0, which is carried or ex-
tended throungh or over frames or pulleys ¢ ¢
and eye-brackets or supports ¢’ ¢/, arranged
upon and applied to the outside of the build-
ing. It may be as shown. Each wire or line

b is finally passed through or over a frame or
pulley d, also applied to the outside of the
building, it thence extending down within

convenient reach for manipulation and hav-
ing its free end provided with a tab e, which
in practice may be so marked or designated
as to 1dentify its connection with its respect-
1ve shutteror door. The closing of the shut-
ters and doors is rendered more effectiive by
the action of springs ¢ ¢, so as to act upon
the same. The shutters and doors are held
open against the action of the springs by the
hinges, which have the ordinary inclines.

In operation by pulling or drawing upon
the wires or lines 0 b at their outer tabbed
ends the shutters and outside doors ean be
readily and quickly closed, thus cutting off or
excluding, as above deseribed, the air cur-
rents or drafts from the building, as is re-
sorted to in the eventof the same talking fire,
and whereby the flames would be suppressed
and finally extinguished. The shutters and
doors aforesaid may, it is apparent, be dis-
posed upon the inside of the building.

It is also obvious that my invention is
readily applicable to vessels, since with the
shutters applied to the windows or other sjmi-
lar openings therein, and with the use of the
same arrangement of wires or lines, pulleys,
&c., the air currents or drafts can be ox.
cluded or shut out, and thus in case of the
taking fire of the vessel get the flames under
control and finally extinguish the same.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

The combination of a structure having
outward-swinging closures normally held
open, a spring connected to the structure at
the hinged edge of each closure and con-
nected to the closure at or near its outer or
free edge, said closure opening against the
tension of thé springs, a separate wire or ca-
ble connected to each closure beyond its
hinged edge, and
cords or cables being grouped at their de-
pending ends at a suitable point on the out-
side of thestructure, substantially as set forth.

ANDREW J. GOOSTREE.

Witnesses:

SAMUEL KEELER,
JAS. W. GOOSTREE.
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