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1o all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN BRAZEE T, of
Preston Hollow, in the county of Albany and
State of New Y 01'1{ haveinvented anew and
useful Imprmfement in Fruit - Pickers, of
which the following is a full, ¢lear, and exaet
description. |

My invention relates to an improvement in
fruit pickers or gatherers, and has for its ob-
ject to provide a device of simple, durable,
and thoroughly practical construction and

capable of rapid and convenient mampula-—
tion.

The invention consists in the combination

of a lazy-tongs frame, a bag attached thereto,

a handle, and connechom betw een the ].ld;ﬂ-"
dle and the frame, whereby the latter may be
opened and elosed, and in the novel construc-
tion and combination of the several parts, as
will be hereinafter more fully set fmth, and
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the aecmnpanymw
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
1n which %imﬂar lettels and figures of refer-
ence Indicate corresponding parts in :lel the
Views., |
- Figurelis a perspectwe % 1ew of the picker,
illustrati ing ihe same in position for opera-
tion. Ifig. 2 is plan view of a-slightly-modi-
fled and preferrecl construction of the picker-
frame. Fig. 3 is a detail view of the rear
members of the frame, partially in perspec-
tive and in section, illustrating the applica-
tion of the spring there‘ro and Fw 4 1s a per-
spective view of a por tion of one of the ar ms
of the frame when said frame is constructed
as illustrated in Fig. 2.

In carrying out the invention the frame 10
1s constructed in the form of alazy-tongs con-
sisting, preferably, of four members a, a’, o,
and a°, the members ¢ and a” being pivoted
upon each other at one extremity and re-
spectively at the inner end to the members
a*and ¢®. Themembers ¢®and ¢®of the frame

are pivoted together at a point between their
center and outer end by a suitable pin 11,
usually partaking of the form of a 1wet
whereby the frame is provided at one corner
with two oppositely- dl%p()bed horizontally-
projecting arms 12 and 13.

In the Opposed faces of the members a?and
«® around the pivoted pin 11 recesses 14 and

15 are respectively produced, as shown in-

Fig. 3, adapted to receive a spring 16, coiled
around the pin 11, one end of which spring
is secured within the recess 15 and the other

in the recess 14, as is also illustrated in Kig.

3. The object of the spring 161s to 1101’*111&1137

hold the frame in the open or rectangular po-

sition shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and Wheu Con-
tracted to &utmnatleally restore the frame to
sald position. |

In the ordinary construction of the device
1llustrated in Fig. 1 a post 17 is secured to
the under side of the arm 12, having a head

flattened to enter a bifurecated stud 18, at- .

tached to the upper end of the handle 19.
The head of the post 17 i3 adjustably secured
in the bifurcation of the handle-stud, prefer-

bly by means of a thumb-bolt 20, provided

with a suitable nut. A simple means of clos-
Ing or contracting the frame congists in se-
curing an eye or staple 21 upon the under
face of the frame-arm 13 at or near the end,
and a similar eye or staple 22 upon the exX-
treme outer end of the arm 12.

A cord or chain 23 is attached to the eye

or staple 21, passed through the eye 22, and

from thence downward thlouﬂ‘h sultable
guides along the handle to a 1301111: at or near
the bottom thereof. The preferred construe-
tion of the device is, however, illustrated in
Figs. 2 and 4, from which it will be observed
that a strap is bent over the extremityof the
airm 12, the ends of which strap are carried
downward beneath the arm at the center 1o
a contact with each side of the vertical stay-
plate 24, secured within the said arm 12, as
best 1llustchted in Fig. 4. Thus a sleeve 25
1s provided for thearm 1 2, having integral with

the under face a downwardly-extending ver-

tical shank 26, which shank is pivoted in the
bifurcated stud of the handle by a thumb-
bolt, as heretofore described, and as illus-
trated 1n Fig. 1. In the outer end of the
sleeve and arm 12, and likewise in a portion
of the front end thereof, a recess 27 is pro-
duced, and at the extreme outer corner of
the sleeve a yoke 28 is secured, projecting

over the recess 27, adapted to serve in the
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capacity of a sheave for the pulley 29, hori- | yond the pivotal point, and a bag attached to
zontally pivoted within the recess 27, as | the frame, of a handle adjustably secured to
shown in Fig. 4. | one of the arms of the frame, a rope or chain
When the arm 12 is constructed as illus- | atfached to the free projecting member of the
5 trated in Kig. 4, the arm 13 is provided with | frame, and a guide-pulley or eye attached to 5o
two staples or eyes, the staple or eye 21 being | the fixed projecting member over which the
-~ carried back a distance from the extremity, | said rope or chain is passed, substantially as
and a second eye 30 18 secured in the extreme | shown and described, whereby the frame may
outer end of the arm, as shown in Fig. 2. | becontracted, as and for the purpose specified. .
10 The cord or chain 23 1s secured to the eye 21, 3. In a fruit-picker, the combination, with =j5
- passed through the recess 27 to the rear of | a spring-actuated lazy-tongsframe consisting
the pulley 29 and in contact therewith, and | of four members pivotally conunected, two of
over the said pulley, through the eye 30, and | the members being carried outward beyond
from thence to the handle. their pivotal point, a bag attached to the

15 The device is completed by attaching the | frame, and a shank or post projected down- 60
upper end of the bag 31, of any suitable or | ward from one of the arms of the frame, of a
desired length, to the several members of the | handle provided with a bifurcated postin the
frame, but not to the arms thereof, the bag | upper end capableofreceiving the said shank
at this corner of the frame being left unat- | or post, a thumb-screw adjustably connect-

20 tached. ing the post and the shank, and a rope or 63

In operation, as the frame 10 is held nor- | chain or its equivalent secured to the free
mally open by the action of the spring 16, | arm of theframe and passing loosely through
when said frame 1s elevated by the handle | an eye or equivalent device secured to the
19 until thefruitis received within the frame, | opposite arm, all combined for operation

25 1t 18 picked from the tree by drawing down | substantially asshown and described. 70
upon the rope or chain 23, which conftracts 4. In a fruit-picker, the combination, with
the frame over the fruit and essentially in | a lazy-tongs frame consisting of four members
contact with the stem. A slight downward | pivotally connected, two of which members
movement of the frame then severs the fruit | are projected beyond their pivotal point at

3o from the stem and permits it to fall into the | one corner, provided at said pivotal point 75
bag. Upon releasing the rope or chain 23 | with a recess in the opposed faces, and a
the frame 1s restored to its normal position | spring coiled around the pivot and secured
to receive other fruit. in the said recesses, of a bag secured to the

| Havingthusdescribed myinvention, I claim | frame, a handle, a pivotal adjusting connec-

35 asnewand desiretosecure by Letters Patent— | tion between the handle and oneof the frame- So
1. In a fruit-picker, the combination of a | arms, and a rope or its equivalent attached
lazy-tongs frame provided with a spring capa- | to the free arm of the frame and passing
ble of forcing the tongs open, a bag attached | loosely through an eye or equivalent device
to the body of the frame, and a handle and | secured to the opposite frame-arm, substan-

40 draw-line secured to the outer members of | tially as and for the purpose specified.
thesaid lazy-tongs frame, substantially as and | N 21> AT
for the purpose specified. S_'l EPHEN BRAZEE.

2. In a fruit-picker, the combination, with Witnesses: |
aspring-actuated lazy-tongs frame having two A. S. Coon,

45 of the members of said frame projected be- WILLIAM HAINES.

409,907
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