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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HENRY HENNIG, of Pat—

~erson, in the county of Passaic and State of

IO

20

40

45

New I ersey, a citizen of the United States,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Clothes - Line Stretchers, of

which the following is a specification.

This invention 1ehtes to an improved
stretching device by which a wire rope can
be (1111(3]113/ and conveniently stretched be-
tween 1ts points of support, the stretching
device beingintended for elothes—hanﬂmﬂ*de-
viees; and the invention consists of astretch-
ing deviCe_formed of a U-shaped supporting-
frame having a rack at the inner face of one
leg and parallel guideways at the other leg
a pinion meshing with said rack and Dulded
by said ways, & U-shaped link or bail an-
plied to the crank-shaft of the pinion, and a
pin or other device at the outer end of the
frame for arresting the pinion and prevent-
ing its escape f10111 the frame.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a side elevation of my improved
stretching device for Glothes-lmes shown as
applied to a line or cord. Fig.2is a side ele-
vation of the stretching device drawn on a
larger scale.. Fig. 8 is an end elevation, and
Fig. 4 a plan, of the same.

Similar letters of reference 111(11(3&16 corre-
sponding parts.

A in the dr awings representb a clothes-
line, which is pl*efembly made of a wire cord,
and attached at one end to a hook or eye at-

tached to the supporting-post and at the

other end to the stretching device I3. The

stretching device B is formed of a U-shaped

part or frame B’, which is provided at the
inner face of one of its legs with a rack b,
while the otherleg is prowded with inwardly-
projecting guldeways b, said rack and ways
guiding a pinion C, Whl_ch 18 moved forward
or backward in the guide-frame B” by means
of a crank-shaft D, keyed to said pinion. By
tarning the crank-shaft D in oneor the other
direction the pinion 18 moved forward or
backward on the rack and ﬂLtldew:;Lys of the
frame B’.

T'o the shaft D of the pinion is applied by

suitable eyes ¢ a pivot-link K, which has at

its outer end an eye €/, to which the clothes-
line is attached. To the bent end of the

frame B’ is applied a hook 7, by which the
stretching device issuspended from a hook or |

other suitable point of support The oppo-
site end of the frame B’ is pwﬂded with a -
pin ¢, that is passed through a-hole ¢’ of the
lower leg of the frame, Saidpim preventing
the escape of the pinion from the frame. In
place of the pin ¢, a lug at the upper leg of

the frame, as indicated in dotted linesin Iig.

2, or any other suitable stop device, may be
used. |
The stretching device can be manufac-

tured at small expense, as the U -shaped

frame 1s made of cast metal properly galvan-
1zed, while the crank-shaft and link are bent
of galvanized wire. It can be used in con-
nection with any clothes-line or in connec-
tion with the clothes-hanger for which a con-
current application for Letters Patent has

been-filed by me at the same time herewith,
No. 303,100, filed March 13,1889, said clothes-

hanger being composed of a tightly-stretched

wire cord in conmnection with a number of
wire links for supporting the clothes to be
dried, said links being shown in Fig. 1 and
fully descrlbed in the &pph(,atmn r eferl ed to.
The last or tail link is attached either to the
pin g or to the bent or hook-shaped end of

the crank-shaft D, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4.
- Having thusdescribed myinvention,Iclaim

asnew and desireto secure by Letters Patent—

1. A stretehing device for clothes -lines,-

composed of a U—Shaped frame having a rack
at the inner face of one of its legs, 3111(1(,1va3?s
at the other leg, a pinion moving along said
rack and ways, a crank-shaft for turning the
pinion, and a wire link applied tosaid crank-
shaft and provided with an eye for attaching
the clothes-line, substantially as set forth.

2. A stretching device for clothes - lines,
composed of a U-Sha,ped frame having a rack
at the inner face of one of its legs, guide-
ways at the other leg, a pinion moving along
the rack and ways, a crank-shaft for moving

said pinion, a U-shaped link or bail applied-

to saild crank-shaft and provided with an eye
at 1ts outer end, and a stop device for arrest-
Ing the pinion and preventing its escapefrom
the frame, substantially as set forth. |
In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses.
HENRY HENNIG.
Witnesses:
I’AUL GOEPEL,
CARL KARP.
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