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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

HERBERT E. FOWLER, OF NEW HAVEN,

CONNECTICUT.

KNIFE-CLEANER.

SPECIFICATION forming part 'of Letters Pa.tent No. 409 “742 dated August 27', 1889.

1o all whom it maz Y CONCerm:

Be it known that I, HIERBERT E. I‘OWLER
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at New
Haven,in the county of New IIaven and State
of Conneetlcut haveinvented certain newand

useful Impro vements in Knife-Cleaners; and-

I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as

will enable others skilled in the art to Whlch it

appertains to make and use the same.

Thisinvention hasrelation toimprovements
in devices for cleaning and polishing cutlery,
and 1t 1s more partleul@rly adapted for clean-
ing table-cutlery, such as knives.

I‘he invention will be fully understood from
the following description and claims, when
taken in conneetwn with the aecompanymn
drawings, in which—

I‘ln*ure 1 1saside elevation of my improved
dewee the same being removed from its SUp-
port. TFig. 2 is aver t1(.,:a,1 cross-sectional view

taken on the dotted lines « x of Fig. 1, and

- Kig. 3 1s a plan view of one of the holdmﬂ* or

conﬂnmﬂ plates removed.

Referring by letter to the &,ﬂud drawings, A
mndicates the main frame, which may be of
dish shape and of any ornamental design, be-
ing adapted to hold the polishing matellal
This frame or dish may be provided with
flanges, such as ¢, whereby the same may be
secured by means of screws orthelike to any
suitable support.

B indicates a bridge or yoke Whlch rises
vertically from the _dlSh or base and extends
horizontally, as shown at . This yoke serves
a twofold function, namely: a guide for the
pads and confining-plates and a handle by
which the device may be carried.

C indicates pads, which are pr efembly
formed of rubber or other suitable yielding
material, there being two sets shown in the
present illustration—a lower set, which is
designed for cleaning, and an upper set for
polishing. "These pads are covered with felt,
chamois; or other suitable material such as
used in thls class of devices.

Rising from the base-plate or dish and .a,fl--
jacent to the vertical branches of the yoke
are short studs or uprights D, which are de-
signed to serve as a support for the lower
confining-plate.

E indicates the upper and lower Conﬁmnn—
plates, which are similar in construction and
slotted longitudinally, as shown at d, so as to
pass over and down on the yoke. These plates
are also provided at opposite ends with taper-
ing terminals, which are slightly bent in hook
form the bottom or lower plate having its
ends bent downwardly and the upper plate
having its ends bent upwar dl} to receive a
eonnee‘[mﬁ'-spmnﬂ' K.

(x Indicates the central or intermediate
plate, which 1s also slotted longitudinally to
pass over theyoke,and isof alesslength than

‘the outer plate, so that it may not interfere

with the connecting-springs. This intermedi-
ate plate is provided on opposite sides with a
marginal longitudinal flange or shoulder e
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which 18 designed to prevent lateral displace- '

ment of the abrading-pads during operation.
The upper and lower plates are als0 provided
with marginal flanges or shoulders on their
engaging “sides to retain the pads in proper
p051t1011 I attach importance to the employ-
ment of these springs and to the fact that

both the top and bottom plates are movable

and yieldingly connected, as by such arrange-
ment it will be seen that the lower plate, and
consequently the abrading-pad thereon, will
have an upward spring .action on a knife or

| the like which has been inserted between the

pads. - |

The connecilnﬂ-spruws I are preferably of
a spiral or coil form, terminating at opposite
énds 1n eyes or hooks, as shown, so that they
may be made to r eadily engage and disengage
the ends of the con mnﬂ-plates when 1t is
desired to attain acecess to the pads.

In operation, when it is desired to clean a
knife, the springs are first disconnected from
the plates and the cleaning material placed
between the pads. The pla,tes are then con-
nected by the said springs, as more fully
shown in Iig. 1 of the drawings, after which

the knife may be placed between the lower
set of pads and given a forward and back-

ward movement Whlle being held in the hand
of the operator. After the blade has been
sufficiently cleaned at this point it may be
withdrawn and inserted between the upper

set of pads, where it is given a similar move-
| ment for polishing.
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This device may be very cheaply manufac- |

tured. 1t 1is very durable and mot liable to
get out of order.

Having described my nwentlon what 1
claim 18—

1. In a knife-cleaner, thecombination, with
a base-plate having a yoke or bridge secured
thereto, of abrading-pads,.confining-plates for
the said pads, having slots to receive the said
yoke, and yielding connections for the said
plates, whereby the under pads may have an
upward spring action, substantially as speci-
fied. |

2. The combination, with a base-plate, of
the yoke adapted to serve the additional func-
tion of a handle, the short posts secured to
the said base, the slotted confining-plateshav-
g longitudinal marginal flanges, abrading-
pads interposed between the plates, and de-
tachable yielding eonnectionsfor the twoouter
plates, subs‘rantmlly as specified.

In aknife-cleaner, the combination, with

ver Llca,l aguides, of abr ading-pads, con hmn -
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plates therefor, and yielding connections for
the said plates, whereby the under pads may
have an upward spring action and the upper
ones a similar action downwardly, substan-
tially as specified.

4. ITn a knife-cleaner, the combination, with
a base, of a yoke, as B3, rising Lhelefrom con-
ﬁning-plates 1ongitudina,11y slotted- to be re-
celved by the yoke, said plates having their
ends extended, and a vyielding connection,

- such as I, adapted to be detachably applied

to the ends of the plates, so as to confine
abrading-pads and effect an upward spring
action on the lower pads and a similar down-
ward action on the upper pads, substantially
as specified. |
In testimony whereof I affix my swnature Imn
presence of two witnesses.

HERBERT E. FOWLER

Witnesses:
C. II. HAYDEN,
S M. HoYE.
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