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~ BOX OR CRATE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 409,699, dated August 27, 1889,
Application filed May 21, 18809, Serial No,811,544, (Nomodel,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES E. PARKS, of
Watertown, in the county of J efferson, and in
the State of Wisconsin, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Boxes or
Crates; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof. | -

My invention relates especially to packing
boxes and crates; and it consists in certain
peculiarities of construection, as will be fully
set forth hereinafter and stubsequently
claimed. -

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of one form of my improved device.
Fig. 2 is a like view of another form, and Kig.
3 18 a plan view of the slatted fabric employed
in the construction of myimproved boxes and
crates.

My said fabric A may be of any width and

length required, according to the size or style

~of box or crate desired; but in all instances it
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18 continuous, and is formed of two end strips
a a, united by wires or cords b b b, whose
ends may be simply wound or twisted around
tacks or screws c ¢ ¢, or staples d d may be
driven over the wire ends adjacent to said
tacks or serews, or in place thereof, or wound
around said end strips, as preferred, so long
as sald wires are firmly secured to said end
strips, and intermediate between these end
Strips ¢ « are the slats e e, preferably of very
thin wood, which are woven in and out or
over and under said wires to form a filling, in
a manner analogous to that shown inmy pat-
ent, No. 886,157, dated July 17, 1888.

In my former patent justnamed, my boxes
or crates were composed of independent sec-
tions, each section consisting of a rigid skele-
ton frame, with a wire or cord warp and slat-
ted filling; but in my present device I first
construet a fabrie, as just described, of suffi-
cient length to form sides and bottom of the
box orcase,as showninFig. 1, or, if preferred,
the sides and bottom and top also, as shown

1n Fig. 2, and draw the fabric to place over

end frames BB B, and tack or otherwisesecure
1t directly to the edges of said end portions,
which may be rabbeted frames with thin
strips of board tacked thereto, as shown in
Fig. 1, or my patented box-sections, as shown
in Kig. 2, or solid pieces of boards, if desired.

[

1t is obvious that instead of using my fab-
ric for the sides of the boxes or crates (aswell
as the bottom or bottom and top) I may, if
preferred, make the sides of my boxes and
crates of filled frames, like those in Figs. 1
and 2, or of solid boards, and put my fabric
on lengthwise, so that the ends, instead of the
sides, will be of my said continuous fabric;
but this is so apparentthat I have not deemed
it necessary to illustrate the same in my
drawings.

When the fabric A has been tacked, nailed,
orotherwise secured to the end (orside) frame-
sections B B, I may strengthen the bottom or
the end edges of the box or crate with strips
C C, if desired. | |

Lhe form of box or crate shown in Fig. 1 is
made with an open top, to have a separate

top of any preferred construction added
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thereto; but in the form shown in Fig. 2 the

fabric A is of such length relative to the size
of the end frame-sections as toform a flexible
cover, which, when the box or erate has been
filled, may be brought over, and its end strip
a tacked or otherwise secured to the other
end strip a of said fabric at the top of the
front side of said box or crate.

Inasmuch as my fabric is merely nailed or
tacked to the edgesof the end (orside) frame-
sections the said fabric can be readily de-

tached therefrom, making a “knockdown”

box or erate of my package for storage or re-
shipment, and as I employ single wires or
cords for my “warp” the said fabric can be
very readily folded flat upon itself, as each
warp wire or cord will be upon one side only
of each slat of the filling. The said slats are
placed closely together, but are not perfectly
flat, because they will necessarily oceupy dif-
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ferent planes at all the points where they are

Intersected by the warp wires or cords, and
as the latter are stretched tightly from one
end strip a to the other this serves to hold the
slats of thefillingagainst anylateral displace-
ment; and at the same time for fruit-pack-
ages a further advantage is gained by the
fact that air is thus permitted to ecirculate
about the points of the intersection of the
wire or cord with the slat-filling, and thus my

boxes or cratesare ventilated packages, while

at the same time the slats are so close together
as to prevent the loss of any of the contents.
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If desired, any suitable division pieces or

‘gections may be placed within my said pack-

age, and, if preferred, strengthening-strips
may be placed in line therewith outside of the
box or crate, and nailed or tacked to the edges
of said division-pieces through the interposed
fabric A; but these details are of minor 1m-
portance and may be varied in any given in-
stance. |

If desired in any instance, thin wooden
strips may be used in place of the wire or
cord, and the wire, if such is used, may be

round or flat and of any size preferred, and
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even band-iron may be employed, if deemed
necessary, as when very strong packages are
desired.

Having thusdeseribed my invention, whatI

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— |

1. In a box or
suitable end or side pieces, of a continuous
fabric formed of a seriesof single wires, cords,
or wooden strips secured to end strips and
having a wooden filling woven in and out or

e

crate, the combination, with |

409,699

| over and under said wires, cords, or strips,

said fabric forming the sides or ends and bot-
tom of the box or cratein one continuous strip,
and being tacked or otherwise secured to the
edges of said end orside pieces,substantially
as set forth. |

2. A box or erate consisting of suitableend
or side pieces, in combination with a continu-
ous fabric formed of single wires, cords, or
wooden strips interwoven with wooden slats,
tacked or otherwise detachably secured tothe
edges of said end or side pieces to form the
other sides or ends of said box or crate, and
extending beyond said end or side pieces to
form a continuous flexible cover for sald box
or crate, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand, at Watertown,

‘in the county of Jefferson and State of Wis-

consin, in the presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES E. PARKS.

Witnesses: | |
E. J. BRANDT,

CARL E. EMMERLING.
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