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To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, LEvi M. DEVORE, a
resident of Freeport, in the county of Ste-

phenson and State of Illinois, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in
Curry-Combs; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, elear, and exact deserip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to Whlch 1t pertains to make
and use the same.

The accompanying drawings fully illustrate
my invention.

Figure 11is a top or back view of the device.
Fig.2 is an enlarged view of the opposite side
of one corner of the device. "Fig. 3 shows on
the same scale an edge looking in the direc-
tion of the arrow «, I‘]ﬂ 2. I‘w 4 18 a similar
view looking in the dlrectmn of the arrow b.
Fig. 5 illustrates the manner of securing the
wire ends.

The curry-comb consists of a series of wire
helices in the same plane held by a double
back of leather or similarly flexible material.
The helices are preferably parallel and not
interlocked with each other, so that along
lines parallel to the coils the curry-comb has
all the flexibility of the leather, while along

lines at right angles to the coils this flexibility

1s somewhat less, being diminished by the re-
sistance of the coils to lateral bending. Along
other lines the degree of flexibility is inter-
The rounded
coils of the helices form the working-points
of the comb and ’[a,ke the place of the usual
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In the drawings, A is a leather sheet per-
forated at reg ula,l intervals, and B are wire
helices Wh%e turns pass successively through
the perforations C. The distance between
the perforations is approximately equal to
the distance between the successive turns of
the helices in one direction, and in the other
direction the distance between them (or be-
tween the rows) is materially less than the
diameter of the coils. Irom -the latter cir-
cumstance it follows that the body of each
coil must be and remain upon one side of the
perforated sheet. As shown, the adjacent
colls pass through the same &pel"t-ureg,, and
consequently interlap, though not interlock-
ing; but this is not an essential feature of
construction. The ends of the several coils

mediate lines or points,

combs;

| are bent into the plane of the upper surface

of the sheet A, and over the whole is placed
a sheet D, similar in size and form to the
first. The edges of the two sheets and inter-
if desired, are then
stitched or otherwise fastened together, a
hand-loop K is attached, and the structure is
a complete flexible curry-comb. It is not es-
sential that the coils be cylindrical, and the
working-points ¥ may be as small or sharp
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as desired; but if they be formed of a loop or

bend they will always present a rounded sur-
face not calculated to mar or injure the skin
of an animadl.

I am aware that coils of wire have been
employved for the working-surfaces of curry-
but this combination of coils with a
flexible back is thought new, as is also the
method of fixing the coils withoutinterlocking
and consequent decrease of flexibility, with
certain other points of construction,and par-

ticularly the manner of securing the ends of

thecoils. Various methods hfwe been tried—
e. ¢., the ends have been formed into small
loops and riveted separately to the back, and
they have been passed through the back and
bent sharply upon themselves to inclose a
small portion of the back itself; but the

‘method 1llustrated has material advantages
over such constructions, in that the cost of

manufacture 1s less and the comb more dura-
ble. If the ends be secured rigidly, the light
blows that the comb receives in actual use
soon tear one or more of the ends loose, and
when even a single end is freed the comb is
useless; but when, as shown, about one-third
of the last coil 1s carried to the upper side of
the lower layer of the back, and 1s then bent
bodily to one side, so that it lies upon the
surface of the leather, there is little liability
to such injury, for the wire is not at any point
bent at an acute angle, and the end may be
readily pushed mmward or withdrawn to a

considerable distance without passing the

limit of elasticity of the wire, and hence it
automatically returns without injury to its
original position.
this limit, and practically it cannot be per-
manently displaced except by design, and
even 1n such case it 1s a matter of some diffi-
culty. Moreover, when the coils are of

proper length and properly inserted, they

No blow forces it beyond
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may all be bent into position at oneoperation
by the use of simple appliances.

It 1s evident that the sheet D may be omlt-'

ted, leaving the back of the sheet A exposed,
as in Fig. 5, and the ends G be covered by
any strlp or by folding back the edge of the

sheet A; but I do not 1egald this as a desira-
‘ble modlﬁoatlon

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

10 by Letters Patent, is—

L5

1. In a curry- comb the eombmatlon with
a back of leather or the like, of a wmkmp'-
face composed of wire coils, each having its
spirals passed into and out of the back, in-
closing small portions thereof within the

colls, substantially as set forth.
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2. In a curry-comb, the combination, with

a flexible sheet of leather or the like, of the

wire colls lying principally upon one face

thereof, and having their end spirals passed

throughthe sheet and bent bodily down upon

the opposite surface without uncoiling, and
a second flexible sheet stitched to the first to
cover sald end spirals and retain them in
place, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two bul‘l%Gllb—
Ing witnesses.

LEVI M. DEVORE.
Witnesses:
C. W. GRAHAM,
J. A. CRAIN.
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