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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. FIFIELD, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Du-
buque, in the county of Dubuque and State
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements- in Inkstands; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My Invention relates to various new and

- useful improvements in inkstands; and the
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particular varieties of inkstands to which my
invention has immediate reference-are those
in which the entrance to the ink-well will be
immediately closed by the weight of the pen,
placed on a convenient rack, and when the
pen is removed therefrom the entrance will
be opened automatically. In the devices of
this character heretofore made there has been
no question as to their great convenience and
utility; but nevertheless there are some digs-

advantages attendant on their construction,

and partlculally by reason of the peculiar ar-

rangement of the closing-lid with relation to

the m{)uth of the mk—reeept&cle, this relation
being such that the lid is liable to become

| lodcved over the entrance by reason of the
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eoagulated ink.

The prinecipal novelties in the construction
of my invention consist of an ink-vessel hav-
ing an opening therein for the entrance of the
pen, a movable shield pivoted with relation
to said ink-vessel and having an opening
therein coincident with the hole in the ink-
vessel, a support altached either to the shield
or ink-vessel for receiving the pen, and a
counterbalancing-weight attached either to
the ink-vessel or to the shield, for normally
keeping the two holes coincident.

In the description of my invention following
hereinafter, reference is made to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of this ap-
plication, and 1n which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cylin-
drical form of my . invention having the
pen-holder supports and ountelba,lanemn—
weights secured to the ink-receptacle; Fig. 2
a Cross- seetmnal VleW of the same; Fig. 8 a,

front elevation of a cylindrical form of my

invention having the pen-holder supports and

counterbalancing-weight secured to the mov-
able shield; Fig. 4, a longitudinal sectional
view of the same; I'ig. 5, a front elevation of
another form of my invention having a dif-
ferently-arranged movable shield; Fig. 6, a
sectional view of the same, and E I‘1ﬂ 7 an end
elevation of Fig. 3.

In all of the ﬁﬂ'm es the eonesponchn parts
of the article are deswuated by identical let-
ters of reference.

The three forms I have illustrated in the
drawings will be described in their regular
order, The first form consists of an ink-re-
ceptacle A, made preferably of metal in the
cylindrical form shown. This ink-receptacle
18 closed at its ends by means of suitable
heads, so asto be capable of holding the liquid
without leakage. At the upper portion of
this ink-r eceptaele 18 an opening ¢ for the en-
trance of the pen-holder.
receptacle 18 a casing or shield B, made also
of metal and of a construction preeise:ly like

Surrounding this

55

60

70

that of the ink-receptacle, with the exception

that such casing is somewhat larger. The
ink-receptacle is pivoted within the casing or
shield B, by means of pivoting-pins 0 b, in
such a manner as to be capable of a rotary
movement within said casing. These pivot-
ing-pins are attached to the before-mentioned
heads of the ink-receptacle and pass loosely
through the corresponding heads of this cas-
ing or shield. An opening ¢, corresponding
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to the opening ¢ and coincident therewith, is -
made in the upper 1}01‘11011 of the casing or 8s

shield.

The casing or shield is Suppmted by means
of suitable feet or standards d d, adapted to
rest upon the desk so as to present the two
coincident openings o and ¢ approximately
vertically. "I'wo or more curved arms ¢ e are
soldered or otherwise secured to the exterior
oif the ink-receptacle and pass out through
the slots 7 fin the casing or shield. These
curved arms ¢ ¢ are for the support of the
pen-holder.

In order that the two openings « and ¢ mAay
be alwayskeptnormally eoincident, a counter-
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- balancing-weight ¢ is made use of.

-2

The lo-
cation of such a weight is immaterial. It may

- be placed at the lower interior portion of the
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~ effectively exeluded.

30

10

55

6o

Ink-receptacle, or at the side thereof opposite |

the curved arms e e¢; or it might be se-
cured to one or both of the heads of said ink-

receptacle. Instead of utilizing such a counter-

balancing-weight it might be just as advan-
tageous to make use of an ordinary spring.
‘T'he introduction of this latter feature could
be instituted without the exercise of inven-
tive ingenuity. |

The operation of the form of inkstandl_
“have just described is as follows: The ink-
receptacle ts filled with ink, and the pen is

introduced through the openings a¢ and ¢ to

‘the same in the usual manner. When the

writer has finished using the inkstand, the
pen-holder is placed npon the curved arms e
e,which will be carried downward in the slots
J /in opposition to the retracting force ex-
erted by the counterbalancing weight or
spring. This movement of the ink-receptacle
upon the pivoting-pins b b will throw the two
openings ¢ and ¢ out of their normal coinci-

dent relation with each other, and the open-

ing o will be closed and all dust, &e., thereby
Upon removing the
pen-holder from the curved arms e e the
counterbalancing weight or springe will force
the ink-receptacle back to its original posi-

tion and the stand will be again ready for use.

The form of inkstand illustrated in Figs. 2
and 3 18 of the general characteristics as the
one just described, the only differences be-
tween the two being in matiers of detail.
The second form of stand is provided with an
ink-receptacle A,with a casing or shield B,
with the feet or standards d d,with the curved
arms ¢ ¢, and with the coincident openings a
¢, all of the same general appearance of the
corresponding elements of the first form. In
this second form of stand, however, instead
of throwing the ink -receptacle partially

around within the shield or casing, thereverse

movements take place—that is to say, the
casing 18 rotated around a stationary ink-re-
ceptacle. 'T'his change of movements is
brought about by securing the curved arms
¢ e to the side of the shield or casing by at-

taching the feet or standards d d directly to |

the bottom of the ink-receptacle, and by
placing the counterbalancing-weight on the
side of the shield or casing directly opposite
the curved arms e e. Since the casing in
this form moves with relation to the feet
or standards d d, the slots ff are placed in
the casing so that said feet may be moved
therein. In this form of inkstand, when the
pen 1s placed onh the curved arms ¢ ¢, the cas-
ing B is thrown partially around on the piv-
oting-pins, (the feet or standards d d working
in the slots 7 f,) and the coincident relations
of the two openings o and ¢ are broken. In
both of the two forms of inkstands above de-
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the ink-receptacle or shield depends entirely '

on the length of the slots 17, as will be readily
apparent. |

I have invented still another modification
i the construction of my inkstand, which,

~while differing somewhat from the general
appearance of the two forms described above,
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still partakes approximately of the same op- -

eration. ‘T'histhird form of inkstand isillus-

trated 1in Kigs. 5 and 6. It consistsof an ink-
receptacle A, made preferably with a flat bot-
tom, so that the feet or standards may be dis-

pensed with, and with a semi-rounded top.

Within thistop is the opening a¢. Projecting

Trom each side of this ink-receptacle is a piv-

oting-pin b b. Engaging with these pivoting-
pins b b are the vertical arms A 7, which sup-
port the shield B at their upper ends. This

shield extends only a short distance on each

side of the opening a, and is provided with
the opening ¢, the two openings being coinci-
dent, as in the other modifications.
forward portion of this shield B are the curved
arms e e, which can,if desired, be made in one
continuous piece. Krom the rear portion of
this shield extends the curved arm <, provided
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at its lower end with the counterbalancing-

weight g.  This eurved arm 72 is used so that
the center of gravity of the counterbalancing-

weight may be placed as low as possible in-
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order that the best possible ¢
tained from said weight.
be apparent that when a pen-holder is placed
upon the curved arms e ¢ the shield will be
thrown forward by reason of its being mount-
ed on the supporting-arms 7 h, and the two
openings ¢ and ¢ will be separated, as in the
two preceding forms of inkstand. On remov-
ing the pen from the curved arms e e the
weight g will throw the shield back to its first
position. Suitable studs s are placed on each
side of the ink-receptacle to limit the move-
ment of the shield. |

In all three of the forms of inkstands I have
described the matters of ornamentation, pro-
portion, and material are left entirely to the
discretion of the manufacturer. Such mat-
ters relate in no way to the essential spirit of
my invention, which consists in pivoting an
ink-receptacle and a shield with relation to
each other, so that when a pen is placed on a
movable bracket the two openings in the ink-
receptacle and shield, respectively, will be
thrown out of their coincident location.

Having now fully and entirely described
my invention, what I claim as new therein,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In an inkstand, the combination, with an
ink-receptacle, of a shield or casing pivoted
with relation thereto and each having a co-
incident opening therein, said ink-receptacle
or sald shield being movable, substantially as
herein set forth.

2. In aninkstand, the combination, with an
ink-receptacle, of a shield or casing pivoted

‘ect may be ob-

scribed the extent of the movement of either | with relation thereto and each havin g a ¢oin-

In this form it will
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cident opening therein, and a pen-rack e e,
secured to the movable portion of said pen-
holder, substantially as desecribed.

3. In an inkstand, the combination, with an
ink-receptacle, of a shield or casing pivoted
with relation thereto and each having a coin-
- cident opening therein, and a pen-rack e e
and counterbalancing-weight g, or its equiva-

- lent, secured to the movable part of said ink-
stand, substantially as set forth. 10
In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein

presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE A. FIFIELD.

Witnesses: |
MONROE M. CADY,
SABRIE M. GODDARD.
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