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Lo all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, Josiax J. PELTON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Miles’

- Grove, in the county of Erie and State of

IO
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Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trusses; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilledin the art to which
It appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and tothe letters of reference marked thereon,
forming part of this specification.

My invention consists in the improvements
in trusses hereinafter set, forth and explained,
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
Ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved truss.
same, showing its operation in dotted lines.
IFig. 3 is a view in elevation of an improved
pad used on my truss.

Like letters refer to like parts in all the
figures. | |

Theobjects of my invention ave to construct
a truss consisting of a strip of spring-steel or
othersuitable metal, curving inwardly in the
central part thereof and having secured to its
inside surface at or near the ends thereof
strips of spring metal, the ends thereof Pro-
jecting toward each other and having suitable
pads secured to the ends of said strips, so
that when secured against the abdomen of a

patient by means of a strap secured to the
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trated by the dotted lines in Tig. 2
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ends of the main strip and passing around
the back of the patient the metallic portion
of the trussconforms to the abdomen, as illus-
of the
drawings, and securely retains the pads in
place, while at the same time by construction
of the spring portion of the device the maxi-
mum ainountof flexibility is obtained, so that
the pads readily conform to the movements
of the body of the patient. -

Other features of my invention are set forth
hereinafter in the specification and claim.

In the construction of my device shown
A is a strip of spring-steel or other suitable
spring metal curved inwardly at the central

part thereof, and having a loop B secured to.
~one end thereof and a buckle (! gecured to

Iig. 2 1s a top or plan view of

—

its opposite end, to which a strap D is se-
cured, which is adapted to be passed around
the patient’s back and secured so as to secure
the truss upon the patient’s body. To the
iward faces of the ends of the spring-strip
A, I secure short inwardly-projecting springs
of strips of spring metal E E’, these springs
being so shaped that their inner ends project
inward from the inner face of the strip A at
such an angle (preferably of from twenty to
forty-five degrees) as may be required in par-
ticular cases. To the ends of the springs E
and K’ are adjustably secured pad-supports
I, provided with suitable bolt-holes £, so that
they may be moved out or in on the springs
E K, so as to adjust the pads G G’ to fit any
particular case desired. The pads G G’ are
secured to the outer ends of the pad-holders

I by means of vertical hinges H, so that the

pads will turn freely thereon to the right or
left, but are prevented from any movement
1n other directions. | +
The pads G G’ are shown as two forms of
the pads used by me; but in practice I use
either or both forms of this pad,-as will suit
the particular case in hand, the projection
I at the lower part of the pad G’ being for

the purpose of engaging with the hip-strap

(not shown) when such strap is required to
retain the pad G’ in position on account of
the peculiar location of the rupture. On the
back of the projection I, I secure a small up-
wardly-projecting hook J, to keep such strap
from slipping off of the projection I. In op-
eration I have found this form of pad com-
pletely overcomes the difficulties experienced
in keeping the ordinary forms of pad in place.

In operation my improved truss operates
equally well whether the patient is ruptured
on one or both sides of the abdomen. In plac-
ing the fruss upon a patient a truss is se-
lected in which the strip A is of suitable
length to reach across and around to the sides
of the abdomen when conformed to the shape
thereof, as illustrated by the dotted lines in
Fig. 2.
in or out, as desired, so as to cover the point
or points ruptured when in place. The strap

D 1s then drawn around the back of the pa-
tient until the ends of the spring-strip A are
drawn inward, as illustrated by the dotted

The pads G and G’ are then adjusted
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lines in I‘lg 2, which firmly presses the pads

G and G’ against the abdomen, one or both
of which, bemﬂ' on the point or points rupt-
ured, prevent& the intestines from protruding.
It will be obvious that I can use one or both
of the inwardly-projecting springs K and pads
G and G’, if desired, the truss being made
with elther one or two of the 111wa,rd1y-pro-
jecting springs E, according to the necessities
of the case, and also that the compound-spring
mechamsm of my device operates to produce
the greatest possible amount of flexibility in
the truss while at the same time the maxi-
Imum mnomlt of retaining force is exerted
upon the parts of the Ebbdomen desired.
Having thus fully described my invention
S0 as to en&ble others to make and use the

409,299

same, what I claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States,
18—

The Gmnbinatiou, in atruss, of aninwardly-
curved spring A and a strap D, secured to
the ends thel*eof with the mwardly-pro;ject-
ing springs K, seculed to the inner faces ot
the ends of the spring A, and pad-holders I,
adjustably secured to the ends of the springs
EE’, and pads G G/, hinged to the pad-holders,
substcmtmlly as and for the purpose set forth.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
JOSIAI J. PELTON.

Withesses:
. P. SULLIVAN,
J. ROBT. ITALL.
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