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To atl whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JorN II. WIGGERS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Cineinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
ugeful Improvementsin Cradles, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of cradles
in whieh the body is arranged to rock upon
a stationary platform, and particularly to
means for locking the rocking member, so
thatthe rocking eradle may be readily changed

to a stationary crib. Its object is a cheap

retiable locking device, which may be readily

‘applied to any of the cradles now in ecommon

nse. '

In connection with the accompanying draw-

ings, and will then be particularly referred to
and pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, in which like
parts are represented by similar reference-
letters wherever they occur throughout the
various views, Figure 1 is an end elevation of
a cradle provided with myimprovements, hav-
ing the body locked to the platform. Tig. 2
18 a vertical section of the same, taken through
line x . Kig. 3 is an enlarged detail view
taken in the same plane as Fig. 2, but with
the locking device thrown off, so as to permit
the cradle to be rocked.

The body or rocking member A and plat-
form B are of ordinary construection, and may
be coupled together by any of the well-known
rocker attachments. |

My improvements may be applied to either
the head or foot of the cradle. These will
now be described. Underneath the lower end
rails a, at one end of the cradle, is journaled
a rock-shaft C in bearings ¢, which are secured
to the lower edge of the rail. Upon this shaft
adjacent to its Dbearings are secured two
hooked dogs D, the hooked ends of which are
arranged to enter metal sockets e, which are

let into the inside face of the ornamental end

piece K, which is secured to the end of the
base or platform I3. One of these shield-

pieces K is secured at each end of the cradle
for the double purpose of preventing end mo-
tion of the cradle-body and to prevent chil-
dren from getting their fingers under the

L

| rockers. Upon theshaft Cissecured aratchet

I, which has two teeth or projections 7 7/, and
above 1t 1s a vertically-sliding tappet-rod G,
the lower end of which is arranged to strike
the tooth 7’ of the ratchet I and partially ro-
tate the shaft C and disengage the dogs D
from their sockets e when the rod G is pushed
down. Upon this rod G, above the lower end,
18 a proj
of ratchet It after or about the time the tooth
/7’ 1s released from the lower end of the rod,
and in the tarther descent of the rod G carries
the shaft farther around until the dogs D
reach the position shown in Kig. 3. When
the rod G reaches this position, its projection

_ | ¢" is thrown under the lower edge of the loop-
The invention will be first fully deseribed

guide ¢g° by the spring I and the rod locked
in its lower position, thus holding the dogs D
disengaged, so as to allow the cradle to be
rocked. When it is desired to lock the rock-
ing member A to the base B, the rod G is
pressed mward, compressing the spring H,so
as to free the projection ¢’ from the guide ¢~
Then by drawing the rod G up, by taking hold
of the projection g¢? the ratchet I is released
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ection ¢, which engages the tooth f 6o

65

75

and the dogs D will fall by gravity into their

sockets e. The rod G has an intermediate
link orloop ¢*, through which a screw ¢° passes
into the cradle end, serving as the lower guide
for the rod, and also to limit its movements
either up or down. -

It 1s evident that the metal sockets e may
be dispensed with, as they are only added for
strength or to prevent the wood from split-
ting, and it is also evident that many mere
mechanical changes in the form and location
of the parts may be made after an examina-
tion of my structure; hence I desire it to be
understood that I consider all mere mechan-
1cal modifications within the spirit and scope
of my invention. |

What 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of the platform, the
rocking member mounted thereon, a rock-
shaft journaled to the rocking member, dogs
D and ratchets F, secured upon said shaft,

socltets 1n the base to receive the endsof said

dogs, and a vertically-sliding rod, as G, to en-
gage sald ratchet, rotate and release said shaft
for the purpose of locking the base and rock-
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ing member, or releasing the rocker from the
base, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. In a cradle or platform-rocker of the char-
acter described, the combination of a rock-
shatft secured to the rocking member and car-
rying dogs to engage sockets upon the plat-
form, a vertically-sliding rod sliding in guides
secured to the rocker and adapted to rotate
the shaft when depressed and release the dogs
from the base and to release the said shaft
when drawn up, and thus allow the said dogs
to drop into their sockets in the base, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

3. In a cradle of the character deseribed,

the combination, substantially as specified,

of the rocker A, thebase B, mounted thereon,
the shield E, secured to the base and having
the sockets e, the rock-shaft C, journaled in

409,560

bearings secured to the rocker A, the dogs D,

ratchet I, secured upon said shaft, and the
vertically-sliding tappet-rod G, arranged on
the end of the rocker-frame in a position to

20

engage the said ratchet I, for the purpose set

forth. -

4. The combination, substantially as speci-
fied, of the platform and rocking member, the
shield K, secured to the platform and extend-
ing above the curved rocker, the metal sock-
ets e let into said picce K, the shaft C, the
dogs D, and ratchets F f f’/, secured upon
said shaft, the rod G, having projections g ¢’,
the guide ¢° screw ¢° and spring H, for the
purpose set forth.

JOHN H. WIGGERS.

Witnesses: | |

FraNk. L. MILLWARD,
MARY C. MURRAY.
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