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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown that I, GEORGE B. ADAMS, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Irvington,
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Pouches or Bags; and I do
hereby declare the followingto be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

The purpose of this invention is to provide
a tobacco-pouch or other receptacle with an

automatically - operating device near the

mouth of the same to stretch the mouth of
said receptacle longitudinally and thereby
hold the same shut, and which also permits
the mouth to be opened when pressed.

The invention is further designed to pro-

vide a means for securing the spring to the
mouth of the pouch or bag, and, further, to
provide a means adapted to bring the sides of
the pouch together, whereby the mouth 1s
kept closed, and also to prevent the spring
from riding out of position in the bag.

In the accompanying sheet of drawings, In
which similar letters are used to indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the views, Figure
1 is a front eievation of my improved pouch.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section; Fig.
3, a plan view of the pouch or bag when closed,
the normal position of the spring being indi-
cated by dotted lines. Tig. 4 is a horizontal
section through line x, Fig. 2. TFigs. 5 and 6
are views similar to Fig. 2, showing other
methods of seeuring the spring to the mouth
of the bag, and a modified form of construc-
tion of ‘a spring. Tig. 7 is an end elevation
of the pouch, indicating the position of the
mouth of the bag afler some of the tobacco
has been removed therefrom. Fig.8isa blank
from which the arms shown in Fig. 2 for se-
curing the spring to the mouth of the bagare
struck up. Fig. 9 shows a method of secur-
ing the arms to the ends of the spring by
means of a connecting-piece. Fig. 10 shows
a spiral spring secured to the arms instead of
a leaf-spring. '

As indicated more especially in Fig. 3, the

the bag or receptacle.
near the mouth of the bag and secured to said

spring or mouth distending device Is slightly

curved or bent in its normal position, having
its extreme ends fitted into arms which are
firmly secured to the mouth of the bag by

clamping-clips, and the normal pressure of

the spring forces the arms outward against
the extreme ends of the mouth of the bag and

causes the contact of the sides of the mouth
and

irmly closes the same.
In the drawings, o represents the body of
b is a spring situated

mouth at the extreme ends thereof by means

of upwardly-projecting arms ¢ ¢, which are
provided with clips or clamps ¢’ ¢’ for secur-
Said

ing the same to the ends ot the spring.
arms may be bent as shown in Fig. 6, or they

may be bent or formed as in Fig. 2, which

construction is the more preferable, owing to
the curved form of the spring.

Instead of forming the arms ¢ of a flat piece
of metal, as indicated more especially in Iig.
3, they may be formed, as indicated in Fig. 5,
of a piece of tubing ¢? bent L-shaped, and
the spring can be inserted into the ends
thereof, as will be understood.

Instead of providing the arms ¢ with means
formed integrally therewith for securing the
same 1o the ends of a spring, said arms may
be inserted into a piece of flat tubing ¢*>atone
end and the spring into the other end of the
tubing, as shown in Fig. 9, or sald arms and
the spring may be formed in one plece, as
will be understood. The arms ¢ are secured
to the ends of the mouth of the bag or pouch
by means of clips d, which serve to bind the
material tightly around the arms and also
draw the mouth of the bag together,asisevi-
dentfrom Fig. 3. When thespring is arranged
within the bag and the clips secured around
the ends thereof, a lip d’ on the clip prevents
the ends of the spring from riding out of po-
sition.

In Fig. 6 is shown a modified form of con-

struetion of a spring for closing the mouth of

a bag, which consists of fwo plates or arms
b’ U, pivoted together at the center by means
of a pin b?, around which is wound a spiral
spring b%, which tends to keep the plates b’ b’
in a straight line, or nearly so, and thereby
closing the mouth of the bag.
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In lieu of using a leaf-spring, as indicated
in Figs. 2 and 3, I may employ a tempered
spiral spring, the ends of which are inserted
Into the clips ¢’ on the arms ¢, as indicated
in Kig. 10.

Oneobjection to pouches as heretofore made
has been the use of a U-shaped spring, which
prevented the bag from being folded when
the same became partly empty.

In the construction shown in the drawings
I have avoided this difficulty by placing the
spring near the top, which enables the fold-
ingof the bag forready insertion in the pocket.
Another great advantage is the cheapness of
construction, the spring being made much
shorter than those used in pouches as hereto-
fore made, and by bringing the spring nearer
the mouth of the bag greater force is exerted
on the ends of the mouth and drawing the
sides closely together.

By arranging the spring as shown another
-great advantage is secured. When the ex-

treme ends of the mouth of the bag or pouch
are pressed between the thumb and the fin-
gers, the arms ¢ cause the spring b to move in
a horizontal plane, thereby positively bulging
the sides of the bag apart, as will be clearly
understood from Fig. 4.
Having thus described

my invention, what
I claim is— |

409,159

1. A self-closing bag or pouch having a
flexible mouth, having a spring arranged near
said mouth and adapted to move in a hori-

zontal plane when the ends of said mouth are
pressed, said spring having arms at the ends

thereof and extending up and engaging with
the ends of the mouth of the bag to keep said
mouth stretched longitudinally when in its
normal position, for the purposes set forth.

2. A self-closing bag or pouch having a
flexible mouth, having a spring arranged near
said mouth adapted fo move in a horizontal
plane when the ends of said mouth are pressed,
sald spring having arms thereon and secured
thereto by means of projections ¢’ , Said arms
algo being secured at-the opposite ends there-
of to the ends of the mouth of the bag by
means of clamping-clips or metallic plates
bent around the ends of the mouth of the bag
and the arms on said spring, for the purposes
set Torth.

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
oth day of January, 1889. .

" GEORGE B. ADAMS.
Witnesses:

MARCEY ZAH. TRUSDELL,
IFREDK. C. FRAENTZEL.
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