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o all whom it may concerr.:

Beitknown that I, JAmES K. LOREE, a citi-

zen of the United States residingat Iosco, in
the county of Livingston and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Buggy-Boots; and I do de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to whichit ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to theletters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which form-.a part of this specifica-
tion. - | |
This invention relates to acovering for the

rear end of vehicle-boxes, and is known as a

“ buggy-boot;” and it consists in constructing

such boot or covering of a series of bars or.

ribs crossing the rear end of the vehicle-box

transversely, said bars being interposed and

secured between an upper flexible covering

impervious to moisture and an under flexible
facing of any suitable material, the object
being to produce a cheap and durable buggy-

boot that will securely cover the rear end of a

~vehicle-body, retainingits form acrosssaid ve-

hicle-body,andovercoming the swagging down
In the center incident to such devices in com-
mon use, all of which will be fully hereinafter
set forth, and the essential features of the de-

vice pointed out particularly in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a

| pm‘t of this specification, Figure 1 is a view
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of a vehicle-body having my improved bugey- |

boot attached thereto, the front end of said

“body being broken away. Fig. 2 isa vertical

longitudinal section through Fig. 1. Fig. 3
Is a modification of Fig. 1, showing an L.-
shaped end bar or rib. fitting over the rear
end of the vehicle-body.
longitudinal section through Fig. 8. Fig. 5 is
a detail in section showing the boot rolled up,
permitting access to the vehicle-body. Fig.
0 1s an Inverted view of a section of the boot
or covering. - Ifig. 7 is an enlarged detail, in
crogs-section, of a portion of the boot.

As indicated in the drawings, A represents

.the vehiele-body; B, the boot or rear end cov-

ering secured thereto; C and D, the upper
and under facings, respectively, of said boot,
and S the vehicle-seat. .

Fig. 4 is a vertical

The boot B is formed by placing the series

of blades or ribs « parallel and between the
upper and undercovering C and D and stiteh-
ing through said covering between the edges
of said ribs, as shown_ at e in Figs. 1 and 7,
whereby the ribs a are held in place, or said
ribs may be secured by riveting through. said
covering and ribs, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.
The ribs @ are made of wood or metal, and
are of sufficient length to reach across the
vehicle-body, their outer ends resting on the
edge thereof. Said ribs are provided with a
flat under face and a convex upper surface.

This form allows the boot to.lie closely to the

upper edge of the vehicle-body and facili-
tates stitching between the edges of said ribs
a, and also allows of said boot being rolled up,
as shown in I'ig. 5, when desiring access to
the vehicle-body.

In Figs. 3 and 4 the rear barorrib ¢’ is made
L-shaped in cross-section, allowing it to fit
over the rear end of the vehicle-body, thereby
more firmly securing the boot in place.

The upper covering C of the boot is made
of any flexible material impervious to moist-
ure—such as leather, rubber, or oil-cloth. For

‘the under facing D any suitable flexible or

textile fabric may be used, so that said parts
may be readily stitched through between
the edges of the bars or ribs «, as clearly
shown in Ifig. 7. The covering C is folded
over the end of the ribs a and secured to the
under facing, as shown at ¢’ in TFig. 6.

1T'he upper or forward end of the boot B is
secured to the upper edge of the raised por-

tion of the vehicle-body, on which the seat S

rests. The employment of the angle-irons 7,
which are riveted at ¢ (see Figs. 2 and 4) to
the under face of the boot B, is to cause said
boot to conform to the shape of the vehicle-
body, as shown in Tigs. 1 and 3, the weight
of the bars or ribs a being sufficient to cause
sald boot to lie closely to the edge of the ve-
hicle-body, excluding dust or rain therefrom.

A serious objection to buggy-boots in com-
mon use 1s that they sag in the center, and
during a rain the depression becomes filled
with water, which will often drip through into
the vehicle-body: The herein-described de-
vice overcomes this objection, as the bars or

| r1bs ¢ support the boot in the center, main-
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taining its form or plane, from which the wa-
ter freely runs.

IHaving thus fully set forth my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A bugey-boot comprising the following
elements: the outer water-proot covering, the
inner textile facing, the series of interposed
stiffening-blades, and the stitching of the cov-
ering fabries between the blades, substan-
tially as specified.

2. In a buggy-boot, the combination of the
leather covering, the inner textile fabrie lin-
ing, the interposed series of ribs round on
their upper facesand flat on their under faces,
said coverings being made fast to said ribs,

408,664

and the angle-iron attached to the under face
of the boot, as and for the purposes specified.

3. A buggy-boot comprising the following
elements: the outer water-proof covering, and
the series of ribs, said ribs being made fast to
the covering, the rib at the rear end of the boot
being L-shaped in eross-section, whereby it
is adapted to embrace the rear corner of the
vehicle-box.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES K. LOREE.,

Witnesses:
L. F. PEET,
FLovyD J. SMITH.
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