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Lo all whom it may concern:

States, residing at Chicago, in the county of
Cook and State of Illinois, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Gloves, of
which the following is a specification.

Our invention relates toan improvement in.

- theclassof gloves involving especial construec-
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tilon to adapt them for use by base-ball play-
~ers,and more particularly in the kind thereof

technically known as “ecatcher’s left-hand
gloves.” | |

-In the modern game of _baSeéball it has be-

come necessary for the “catcher” to wear

- padded gloves for the protection of his hands
- to enable them to endure the swift and re- |
peated blowsof the ball;.and as the thickness

required of the padding to deaden the impact
of the ball would necessarily interfere mate-
rially with the ready closing of the hand to

~grasp the ball for throwing, it is usual to wear
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such a glove on the left hand only, and no

- glove, or a glove with lighter padding, on the

righthand. When thus equipped, the catcher

- manages always to receive the impaect of the

ball against the left hand, and he employs his
right to close over the ball to retain it when
stopped and to grasp the ball for throwing.
It 1s obvious that in the case of a left-handed
catcher the padded glove is provided for the
right hand. I T

- T'he object of ourinvention is to provide a
catcher’s glove in which the padding shall be
so arranged or distributed as to present

greater relative thicknesses in certain deter-

- minate parts of the glove than in others,

40

whereby the greatest thickness of padding

shall be provided where the impact of the ball
18 to be received, and the shape of the glove

- thereby produced be such as to aid materially

~1n the retention of the ball when the impact

45

takes place. Our object is also to provide an
improved construction of a catcher’s left-
hand glove in the use of which the danger of

~ breaking or bruising by the ball of a finger

50

~be greatly reduced, if not rendered
- cally impossible, whatever the manner in

of the hand on which the glove is worn shall

practi-

which the ball may strike the hand.
To the above ends our invention consists in

) Qb . .| the general construction of our improved
e it known that we, PAUL BUCKLEY and
EARLE HARRY DECKER, citizens of the United

catcher’s glove to produce the desired dispo-

sition of the padding. Italso consistsin pro-

viding to extend continuously across the fin-
ger portion of a catcher’s left-hand glove &
re-enforcing shield of material sufficiently
stiff to render the fingers of the hand prac-
tically integral and distribute the force of a

blow upon any one of the fingers over all.

Our invention still further consists in de-
tails of construction and combinations of
parts hereinafter described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in ele-
vation of the back of a catcher’s left-hand
glove provided with our improvements, hav-
ing a part broken away to disclose to view the

1internal construction; Fig. 2, a similar view

of the front side of the same; and Figs. 3 and

4 sections, respectively on the lines 3 3 and

4 4 of Fig. 1 and viewed in each instance as
indicated by the arrows. |
- A 1s acateher’s left-hand glove, comprising

a back portion A’ and a padded front portion

or face A*. The face is made up of an outer
layer or cover of buckskin or other like suit-
able and durable material £ and of two inner
layers or covers s s/, of chamois or the like,

having padding q between them. Each of the

atoresaid layers is intact and spreads over
the entire extent of the front A% the fingers
of the glove being formed by the back thereof,
as hereinafter described. The back portion
A’ comprises a layer or cover of buckskin or
the like, having the finger portion separated
Into strips , which are wide enough to per-
mit them to be turned in and joined together

‘and secured to the cover s’ to partition off
the fingers, as most clearly shown in Fig. 3.

The padding g is by preference evenly dis-
tributed over the upper portion of the face
A# or, more particularly stated, over that
part of theglove which covers the fingers and
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hollow of the palm of the wearer’s hand. -

The lower part of the face A? or part thereof
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which extends over the base of the hand and

the wrist of the wearer, is provided with ad-
ditional padding ¢’, which may increase

gradually in thickness, as shown in Fig. 4,
and forms a protuberance y over the base of
thethumband palm portions, preferably con-
forming at its edge to the circle deseribed by

10O



- the hollow of the palm of the hand, as 111-:11—E
SRR ca,ted by the dotted line « in Fig. 2.

0o

In catching a ball with the ﬂ'lov :;Lbove (10-—

seribed the hand is so held as to cause the.
ball to strike the glove at an acute angle at |
| by Letters Patent, 18— .«

~about vy, Ifig. 2, wheleby the main force of

- Dbe employed.
R 250
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" the blow is directed against the padding |
~ forming the protuberance instead of against

~‘the palm of the hand.
IO

thus received is to distribute the force of the

impact more or less over the entire hand, | -
the ﬁnﬂ'(ﬂ portion, secured at intervals to the
cover s’, and affording separate compar tments

while the ball, when stopped, rests: in a lhol-

low which the gradually-diminished padding:
produces at this point, being held therein, ofs |
5(3011.1'::6 by the catcher’s 01:1101 hand. -
- Bis a shield, preferably of sole or ln-.uness& i
- leather, thounh any other desirable material
o possessing a suﬁmlent degree of stiffness may. |
The bhmld conforms in shape:
with the upper or finger portion of the glove
‘to the edge of which 1t 18 secured, as shown |
‘the edge p of the shield being left free or un-
:quHled to: the glove.
‘shield projects beyond the ends of the finger
portion of the glove, (meaning thereby De-
yond the pomt to whmh it is desired the ends;
.. of the wearer’s fingers shall extend in the.
- glove,) and extends back to or nemly to the'
:3bﬂse of the fingers. .
In the use of “the shield B the f01 co of 2 b:-ﬂl;
o }stukmn' upon the end of the glove, instead of
 exerting itself against only one or two of the :
. fingers, ashas 'been the ease inthe useof gloves
AN ]11the1to provided, is distributed by the <-:1116le ?
more or less over the entire hand, thereby
~ rendering the danger of breaking or seriously
. bruising the ﬁllﬂ"el‘S which has- hltllelto ex- |

isted, Ve1ylemote if not impossible, the fune-
tion of the shield being to stiffen the back of
the glove and render the fin oers substantially
mten*m,l whereby a blow :-'Lﬂ‘alﬂ‘it one of the
latter will be, to a more or less degree, dis-
tributed over and resisted by all. Any shield
of stiff material secured upon and extending
continuously across the back of the finger
portion of the glove is within the spirit of our
invention, Whethel it is designed to extend
beyond the extremities of the fingers of the
wearer or not.

The fingers being formed for the most part |

from the b&ek of. Lhe oglove, as described, the
whole front A?is rendered scamless, mld as

The effect of a; blow

By plefelenee the |
's*hleld;b of stiff
and: ew:tendmfr eﬁlltlnllou‘%ly across the bm_,L R
and beyond the extremity of the finger por- =
tion: theleof substantlally as emd fm the pm -
pose set for th. R

408,650

‘the glove is constructed there are no seams
B W’lt]l which the fingers will come into contact -
in the use of the frlove to eause discomfort to
| the wearer.

 What we claim as new and de&ue to %eeme -

1. In a cateher’s glove havuw the fmnt of .

its palm and finger 1}01”131011% provided with 60 B

padding ¢, the inner cover s, extending con-

tinuously across the finger p01t10n the back

portion A’, also e\tendmw continuously across

for the ﬁ]lﬂ’el s, and a protuberance y at the o

2. In combination with a CELtChE‘l 3 iﬂove, a

base of the thumb and. palm portions; formed =
with additional padding ¢, substantially as

~and for the purpose set forth. . N
570 L
shield B, of stiff material, secured to Lhe glove .-

and extending contmuonsly across the back - -
of the finger pOIthﬂ thereof, subst mtmllyas S

and for the purpose set for th

3. In combination with a catcher’s frlm"e, a

75
material, secured to the glove

80

4. In a catchu g ﬂ'love the cmnbmatmn of; R

a front A% padded thmun'hout and havingad-
ditional thickness of padding at the bases of
the thumb and palm portions, a back A/, and
a shield B, of stiff material, secured to the 85 .
glove and. extendmﬂ' eontmuouslv across the
Dack of the finger portion thereof, substan- -
-tmlly as and f01 the purpose set forth

5. In a catcher’s glove, the wmbmmtwn 'ofé -

a front A% padded throughout and having ad-

ditional thickness of paddmﬂ at the bases of.

the thumb and palm portions, a back A, se-
cured at intervals to the inner side of 1}10
front portion to afford separate compartments
for the fingers, and a shield B, of stiff mate-
rial, secur ed to the glove and eﬂendmﬂ' con-
tinuously across the back and beyond the
extremity of the finger portion thereof, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
PAUL BUCKLEY.
EARLE HARRY DECKER.
In presence of—
J. W. DYRENFORTH,
M. J. BOWERS.
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