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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

FREDERICK W. FLINT, OF MOUNT AIRY, GEORGIA.

ELECTRIC DRINKING-VESSEL.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 408,607, dated August 6, 1889,

Apphcatmn filed Ma.y 6, 1889, Serial No. 309, 703

(No model,)

10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK W. FLINT,

a citizen of the Unlted States, residing at
Mount Airy, in the county of Haber sham and
State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements 1n Electrie Drink-
ing-Glasses, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had thel ein to the
accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain i improved
means of applying electricity in connection
with suitable liquids, liquid medicines, or bev-
erages therapeutically to the human or ani-
mal system; and 1t has for its objects to pro-
vide a device whereby the liquid or beverage,
while being imbibed, will constitute part of
an electmde which will conduct the electric
currenttothe m ucous membrane of the mouth,
throat, and stomach and distribute it to and
dlﬂ:‘use it throughout the surfaces with which
the said liquid comes in contact during deg-
lutition as the current passes throuﬂ'h the
body of the dr mker as more fally her emaf‘rer
specified. .

My invention 001:18181:3, essentially,in a vessel

constructed partly or wholly of non-conduct-

ing material, the said vessel being adapted to

ontam a hqmd or beverage, and provided
with a suitable connection whereby its con-

tents may be connected with one pole of a
battery or other electric generator, in such

‘manner that the vessel, in uonnectmn with

the fliid therein, will f01m an electrode,

- whereby the electric current will be conducted
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a sectional view of my improved device.

to and distributed throun"hout the surfaces
with which the fluid comes in contact in the
act of swallowing the same.

In the accompanying drawings, forming

part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
Fig.
2 represents a perspective view thereof, show-
ing the device in connection with an indue-

. tion-coil and battery, whereby the current is
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applied. Figs. 3,4,and 5 are detail sectional
views showing shn*ht modifications of my in-
vention, |
The letter A indicates a Vessel of any sult—

able description, in the present instance be-
ing represented as an ordinary drinking-glass
havmﬂ' a disk of metal or other conductmn*.

material B located at its bottom. The said
disk is provided with a central shank C, which

extends through a central aperture.in the bot-
tom of the glass, the lower end of said shank
being serew-threaded, and provided with a
washer D and a nut E, by means of which the
plate is secured and a water-tight joint 18 et-

fected. The nut also serves as a binding de-

vice, whereby the conductor from one pole of
a battery may be electrically connected to the
disk. The other pole of the battery may be

~connected by any suitable conductor with an

electrode, which may be applied to any por-
tion of the body to complete the circuit
through the body as the liquid or beverage is

| swallowed

It is evident thaﬁn my impr oved device may
be variously modified without departing from
my invention. For instance, the vessel may
be constructed of conducting material, partly
coated or covered with insulating material, so
as to compel the current to pass through the
liguid without short-circuiting, as shown 1in
Fig. 3, and instead of the handle the vessel
may be provided with a metallic holder, such

“as is used with the drinking-vessels employed
1n dispensing soda-water, the holder in that

case forming one of the electrodes, as shown

in FKig. 4; or the body of the vessel may be

constructed of non-conducting material and
the bottom of conducting material, the latter
being provided with a suitable connection for
one terminal of the battery, as shown in Kig. 5.

My improved device is adapted to the treat-
ment of various diseases in which electricity
18 found to be beneficial, especially nervous
diseases and diseases of the throat, as the lig-
uid 1n the latter case is applied directly to the
parts aifected, conducting the current thereto
and diffusing it throu ghout such parts. More-
over, by the apphcamon of the current to va-
rious liquids and beverages the character of
the same is modified, and in the case of bev-

erages the flavor of the same is intensified,
rendering the beverage more palatable and

agreeable than heretofore, for the reason that
the electric current renders the organs of taste
more sensitive, and at the same time stimn-
lates them.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18~

1. A drinking-vessel constr ucrted partly of
& non- couductmg and partly of a conducting
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material, and provided with a suitable bat-
tery-connection, the said vessel being adapted
to-contain a beverage or liquid, which will
serve in connection with the said vessel as an
electrode for establishing a circuit througch
the body or system of the drinker when im-

Dibed, substantially as specified.

2. A drinking-vessel constructed partly of
non-conducting and partly of conducting ma-
terial, the latter having a suitable battery-

connection, in combination with an electrode

applied to the handle thereof, whereby an
electric current may be established through
the body or system of the drinker during the
act of drinking from said vessel, substantially
as specified.

408,607

3. A drinking-vessel constructed of non-
conducting material having an internal eleec-
trode adapted to be brought into contact with

“the contents of the vessel, and an external

electrode to be grasped by the hand during
the act of drinking to complete the circut
through the body of the drinker, substantially
as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK W. FLINT.

Witnesses: )
CHARLES D. DAVIS,
JNO. SUMMERFIELD IFINCH, Jr.
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