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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LoU BURT, a citizen of
the United States, lesu‘hnn at DetIOIt county
of Wayne, State of Mlc,hwan have 111ventec1

5 a certaln new and u&eful Impwvement in
Jewelry-Trays; and I declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
l]lVBllthIl such as will enable others skilled

in the art to which it pertains to make and
1o use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying dmwmﬂg Whleh form a part of
this qpeelﬁcauon -
- Inthe drawings, Flﬂ‘Ul e 11s a plan view of a
;]ewehy-tmy embodymo my invention. Iig.
Fig. 8
18 a variation in which the relative posﬂmus
of the end slots and intermediate slots are
changed with respect to the adjacent side of
the tl ay. Kig.418another variation in which
20 the slots from the end lap past each other and
the intermediate slot is dispensed with. Iig.
5 1s another form in which the slots are 10-
cated near the middle of the tray. Fig. 6
presents another form with the slots near the
Fig. 7 presents a modification in
~which the slots are multiplied. Fig. 8 is a
sectional view lengthwise of the grain of the
bottom.
Heretofore in makmﬂ' such traysit has been:
30 customary to take a boald of sufficient size
for the bottom of the tray, and to engage it
at its edges with the upright sides of the tray,
which sides are suitably joined at their ex-
tremities. Difficulty, however, has arisen by
35 theshrinkage of thetmy-bottom which, draw-

ing upon the upright sides, causes the whole

tray to become warped, or should the upright
sides shrink more than the bottom a similar
warping occurs. It is the purpose of my in-

40 vention to so construct the tray as to prevent

warping by the shrinkage of the bottom or
s1des. To this end, either before or after the
tray has been framed together, I slot the tray-
bottom by saw-kerfs or otherwise extending

45 1n the direction of the grain and lapping past

each other.
In the drawings, A may represent the frame

or upright sides; B, the bottom of the tray.

In the instance ShOWll the edges of the bottom

| '50 are rabbeted into the sides ::'Lt b and glued in

- place.
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The slots areshown at b’ 0°. In Fig.1 there
are slots b’ projecting in the direction of the
grain from the edges a short distance foward
the middle. A slot ° is formed close to the 53
latter and with its ends extending so asto -
lap past the extremities of the slots b/, the
slots 6" being adjacent to the parallel edﬂe of
the tray. Tn IFig. 3 the arrangement 1s Simi-
lar, except the slot 0° is adjacent to this par- 6o
allel edge of the tray. In I'ig. 4 there is no
slot b°; Dut the slots b’ are carried in so that
their ends lap past each other. In Fig.5 the
slot 0° is located near the middle, and there
are two slots 0’ at each end of the slot 6% In 63
Fig. 6 there are but two slots 6’ lapping past
each other, but 1oeated centrally between the
sides, and in Fig. 7 there 1s a multiplicity of
slots. |
In a construction such as I have deseribed 7o
any shrinkage of the tray bottom or frame
will easily adguqt itself without strain, the
board springing along the overlapping por-
tions 0% so as to permit the adjacent parts of
the tray to spring foward each other, thus 75
partially closing the said slots, or to spring
apart, thus slightly opening the said slots.

In either case the tray is held intact without

warping.

The slots extending from edge to edge en- 8o
able me to handle the tray-bottom as a single
piece, which is of great advantage in making
the tray and framing the parts together, and
the continuity of the bottom board at the

‘points b° holds the parts against warping or 8

curling upward or downward at the edges of

the slots

A tray of this Ch&l&@tel finished with plush
in the usual way, makes a very desirable ar-
ticle, which will never change its form by go
warping or a bowing either in or out of the
sides.

Of course I do not limit myself to the use
of thistray asa Jewelry-tray, since it is equally
applicable for use in show-cases of all kinds, g3
and also by traveling men in their sample-
trunks,and I would be understood as contem-
plating all analogous uses of this kind.

What I claim is— |

1. A jewelry-tray consisting of side pieces 100
and a bottom board, the said bottom board

| slotted in the direction of the grain by slots
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which lap past each other, whereby it is pre- In testimony whereof I sign thisspecification
vented from warping, substantially as de- | in the presence of two witnesses.
scribed.

2. A jewelry-tray consisting of side pieces - L.LOU BURT.

5 and a bottom board, said bottom board pro-
vided with slots 0’ 0% lapping past each other, Witnesses:
and with unbroken sections % substantially W. H. CHAMBERLIN,
as and for the purposes described. L. A. DoELTZ.
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