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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, LEwis A. FooTg, of
Lansing, in the county of Mower, and in the
State of Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Seals for
Use on Railroad-Cars and Analogous Pur-
poses; and I do hereby declare that the foi-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription
thereof. S L

My invention relatcs to seals for use on
railroad-cars and analogous purposes; and it
consists in certain peculiarities of construc-
tion, as will be fully set forth hereinafter, and
subsequently claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my improved sealing-disk.  Fig.2 is avertical
longitudinal section of the same. TFig. 3is a
perspective view of my sealing-rivet. TFig. 4
1s a vertical longitudinal section of my seal-
ing-disk with one end of the shackle fastened
therein and shown in section. Fig. 5 is a
perspective view of my device after sealing.
If1g. 6 is a plan view, partially broken, of my
disk and shackle with one end secured to the
former in a different manner from that illus-
trated in Fig. 4. Tig. 7 is an end view, and
Fig. 8 a vertical longitudinal section showing
one end of the shackle secured to the disk in
the manner illustrated in Fig. 6. -

My presentinvention is in part an improve-
ment on that patented to me October 6, 1885,
No. 527,783, and for an identical purpose, my
seals being primarily designed for railroad-
cars, but being equally well adapted for the
sealing of boxes, trunks, packages, and other
articles. | )

A is the shackle, preferably made of thin

- sheet metal—such as tin—and which may be

provided with a hole a at either or both ends.
B is the sealing-disk, and is preferably
made of hard Babbitt metal, though it may

~be of soft metal or any other suitable sub-
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stance. This disk is cast with a rear project-
ing neck 0, and the whole is practically in
two parts—top and bottom—united by small
portions of the metal ¢ d d at the rear and
sides, forming a longitudinal recess or orifice
C C’, the part C between the side portions d d
being just wide enough to receive the shackle
A, which extends back as far as the portion
¢ .at the end of the part C’ of the recess in

| the neck b. The disk-head is further Pro-

vided with central holes or eyes e e in its up-

per and lower faces for the reception of the

sealing-rivet D.

In Fig. 4 I show my sealing-disk and shackle
attached together and ready for use, and in
Fig.6 I show the same parts differently united.
In Fig. 4 the end of the shackle A which en-
ters the orifice of the disk is not perforated
prior to insertion, but when in place a pointed
punch is pressed against the shackle through
the upper eye e of the disk, which carries
burrs f f into the opposite eye e of said disk,
thereby securing -the shackle in place, and
the device is ready for shipment and use. If
desired, the other end of the shackle may also
be left solid, (instead of being perforated, as
shownat o in Fig.4,) and then when the shackle
has been passed through or around the object
to be sealed the said free end is slipped into
the orifice in the disk on top of the secured
portion, and the pointed punch put through
from the under side and pressed against the

last adjusted end of the shackle, which forees

similar burrs therefrom into the upper eye e,
just as was previously done. Ordinarily, how-
ever, I punch a hole «, as shown in Fig. 4, in
the free end of the shackle, at such a distance
from the said end as to just register with the
eyes eof the disk when in place, as when this is
done the pointed punch need not be used in
sealing. In either case, however, when the
shackle has been adjusted, the sealing-rivet
D 1s slipped through the eyes of the disk and
the small end ¢ of the rivet upset by a hand-
press. 'This rivet D may be of any suitable
material-—such as hard or soft metal, but
preferably of hard Babbitt metal—and the
press may have any desired letter, figure,
character, or other check-mark thereon or
therein, so that the same may show on one
end or both ends of the rivet when upset, as
indicated by the figure 8, for instance, in
Fig. 5. |

In FKig. 6 I show a shackle in which the per-
forated end.1s first inserted in the orifice in
the disk B, and in this case, of course, there
1s no metal to punch burrs from in line with
the disk-eyes, and so instead the ends of the

shackle are turned up or down on each side:

of the disk-neck 0, as shown at & h, and then
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before.

- the device 1s ready for shipment and use, as
In Iig. 6 I show the free end of the
‘shackle unperforated; but it will be under-
-stood that I make my shackles with either or
both ends perforated, or with neither end
perforated, as desired, and that I may unite

 the shackle and disk together by both the de-

10

-scribed burrs and tulned ends for n’leflter:
- security, 1L desired, in any instance.

hard Babbltt'
- metal for both dlsk: and rivet, I do not limit
‘myself thereto, and may make either or both

While, as stated I prefer

of any suitable material, metallic or other-
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wise—such as fiber pressed or vuleanized,
“wood, glass, porcelain, or burnt clay, rubber,
gutta-percha, &c.—and while I would ordi-
. narily use strips of tin for the shackle the

“same may be of leather, paper, fabrie, or any.

other preferred substance. This shackle 1s

usually marked with letters, figures, or char-

~ acters to indicate the mame of the railroad

company or of the shipper or owner of the |
-~ goods, or other marks, (according to the use
to which my seals are to be put,) and the rear
stop ¢ of the disk prevents the free end of
~the shackle from going too far,
avoids concealing or covering up a,ny part of

the said mark or 1115011pt1011
Having thus described my 1m"ent10n what T
claim as new, and desne to secure by Lettels

- Patent, 18—

and thus

|

408,474

1. A sealing-disk consisting of horizontal

_uppel and lower. portions held at an equal
distance apart throughout their entire length

by uniting portions at the end and sides, the
end of ﬂa,ld disk being formed into a neckof

.35.:._” |

less width than that of the shackle-orifice in -

the main part of said disk, and the said main o
part having opposing tmnsvefse openings,in
40

combmatmn with a shackle secured at one

end to said disk, substantmlly as set forth.

2. A sealmg—dlsl{ provided with a central -
longitudinal orifice and opposing transverse

?opemnn's in combination with a shackle, one

end of which is inserted in said orifice and se-

.45:_.

cured to said disk, and a seallnﬂ'-rlvet, sub-

stantially as set for th g R
3. A sealing-disk pr ovided wnh a central
longitudinal orifice and opposing transverse
-opemnm in eombination with a cshacklg, in-
serted in said orifice and having openings
near its ends registering with sa,ld transverse
openings in the dlsk and a sealing-rivet, sub -
stantially as set for th. R

In testimony that I ¢laim the fmegomfr I

LE\VIS A.

\Vltnesses |
F. W, KIMBALL

S. SWENINGSEN.
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have hereunto set my hand, at Lansing, in the
county of Mower and State of Minnesota,in-

the presence of two witnesses. o
- FOOTE.
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