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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JoHN H. STEVENS, of
Newark, county of Essex, and State of New
Jersey, and JoHN E. HINDON HYDE, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have

~ invented anew and useful Improvementin Ci-
- garg, Cheroots, &c., of which the following is
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a specification. |

The object of our invention has been to
produce a cigar which shall obviate the well-
known difficulties found by smokers in light-
ing a cigar in a high wind or draft, and for
which purposes fusees and other matchesnot
readily extinguished by currents of air have
been heretofore designed and used. Such
means of lighting heretofore used have, how-
ever, been objectionable owing to the odor
generally arising from such inflammable sub-
stances as have been used in the composition
of such fusees, and also are inconvenient,
owing to the factthat smokers are notalways

- provided with such fusees and cannot always
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easlly obtain them. |

It has been our object to produce a cigar
which can be lighted readily in a high wind
or draft by the flame of an ordinary match
or & spark or fire of any kind without the
neeessity of applying such flame or spark to
the lighting end of the cigar for more than
an instant, and we have accomplished such
result in the following way: We dip the tip
of a cigar or cheroot which is to be lighted
to the depth of about one-eighth of an inch
(more or less) in any one of the following so-
lations: _ | | |

Hurst solution.—We put two parts of dex-
trine into six parts of water and one part of
alcohol, and take of this mixture one part,
mixing this part with one part of a saturated
solution of chemically-pure nitrate of potash
in water.

Second solution.—W e prepare a mixture of

two parts of dextrine with six parts of wa-

ter and one part of alecohol, and we mix one
part of this solution with one part of a satu-
rated solution of a chemically-pure nitrate
of potash in water and one part of a satu-
rated solution of chemically-pure chlorate of
potash in water.

Third solution.—We prepare a solution of

| two parts of dextrine with three parts of wa-

ter and one part of alecohol, and mixone part
of this solution with one part of a saturated
solution of chemically-pure nitrate of potash
in water.

The above solutions can be very cheaply
made, and dry readily upon the tobacco of
the cigar, so that a cigar which has been
dipped into them does not afterward differ in
appearance from the ordinary cigar, while
these solutions do notimpart any odor or any
flavor of any kind to the tobacco, so that they
can be used without detriment upon the
inest grades of Havana cigars. These solu-
tions all act in substantially the same way;
but we prefer that first deseribed. -

In lighting one of our cigars it is only nec-
essary 1o touch a single small portion of the
end to be lighted with the flame of a match
for a single instant, as can be done even in a
gale of wind, and the light thus communi-
cated to the end of the cigar will gradually
extend over the entire end of the cigar which
has been dipped and causes a gradual kind-
ling of the tobacco without a flash of flame,
even without drawing by the smoker, thus in-
suring a light; and a very important addi-
tional advantage arising from our invention
is that a cigar which has been treated by our

| method cannot be imperfectly or unevenly

lighted, asisnow so often the case, because the

light of itself will extend over the whole end

of the cigar and light every portion of the
tobacco at the end to the extent to which the
cigar has been dipped or treated.

We are aware that other solutions exist
which will effect the same purpose as those
above described, and we therefore do not limit
ourselves to the use of any particular solu-
tion which will accomplish the same result.

We are aware that it has been proposed to
apply to a cigar inflammable solutions, or so-
lutions which on evaporating leave inflam-
mable deposits. Our invention is distinguish-
able from these by the non-inflammable char-
acter of the solution and the fact that the to-
bacco of the cigar itself supplies the ifgre-
dient necessary to secure a composition of
the requisite inflammable or tinder-like char-
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The attachment of a substance or compo-
sition which will itself ignite by friction we
believe to be old, and we do not claim as our
invention cigars so prepared.

What we claim as ourinvention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A cigar having its lighting end impreg-
nated with a non-inflammahble solution of sub-
stances, substantially as deseribed, which,
while not inflammable alone, when combined
with the fobacco forms therewith a tinder.

408,442

2. A cigar having 1{s lighting end impreg-
nated with nitrate of potash and dextrine to
form, in combination with the tobacco, a tin-
der at the end of the cigar, substantially as 15
set forth. -

New York, November 13, 1338.

JOHN II. STEVENS.

- J. K. HINDON HYDE.

Witnesses:
CHAS. G. T. WAHLE, Jr.,
V. . BERRIGAN, Jr.
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