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To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, JuLIUs WENGER, a ¢iti-
zen of the Republic of Switzerland, residing
at Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain

‘new and useful Improvements in Clasps; and
. 1.do hereby declare the followin g to be a full,
~_clear, and exact description of the invention,

such: as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain novel and

useful improvements in clasps, such as are
employed for securing the meeting edges of
corsets or gloves or the ends of garters, belts,
and similar articles, and has for its object to
provide a clasp which shall be simple in its
construction, positive in its operation, and
which shall project but slightly above the

- surface to which it is attached; and with these
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ends in view my invention consists in the
construction and combination of operating
elements, hereinafter to be described, and
then recited in the claims.

In order that those skilled in the art to
which my invention appertains may fully
anderstand its construction and operation, I
will deseribe the same in detail, reference be-
ing had to the accompanyin g drawings, which
form a part of this specification, and in
which— |

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
clasp as attached to a pair of corset-sections:
Fig. 2, a similar view showing the clasp locked
and attached to a belt or band: Kig. 3, a view
like to Fig. 2, but with its parts disengaged;
Iig. 4, a-bottom plan view of the tongue and
hook in their proper relative positions; HKig.
9, an edge view; Iig. 6, a detail perspective of
the tongue and hook; Fig. 7, a detail eleva-
tion of the locking-staple, and Iig. 8§ a plan
view of a elasp in which the hook is pivoted
on the outside of the tongue.

Like reference-numerals indicate the same
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

A B represent, respectively, the bases to
which the male and female members of the
clasp are attached. In Fig. 1 these are the
front steels of a corset,and in FFigs. 2 and 3 the
end clips or plates of a garter or belt.

The male member of the clasp consists of a |

plate 1, adapted to be firmly secured upon

one edge of the garment, as upon the steel A,
sald plate being provided with a tongue 2,
projecting outwardly therefrom. Said plate
has also a small Inwardly-projecting stop 3,
designed to limit the downward swing of the
locking-hook. This hook 4 ig preferably ar-
ranged beneath the plate, which is in that ease
curved to allow the hook to move freely under
it, and at its heel end said hook is pivoted
either to the steel, as shown, or it may be piv-
oted to the plate near the rear of the latter.
Said hook has a bealk 9, whose outer surface
i inclined, as at 6, a small projection 7 abhove
the incline {0 serve as a handle for raising the
hook upon its pivotal point, and upon its back
said hook is furnished with an ineclined or
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cam surface 8, whose purpose will be herein-

after explained. Upon the complementary
meeting edge of the garment or belt, as B,
Is arranged a loop or staple 9 of such S1ze as
to freely admit the tongue, and this staple
forms the female member of the clasp.

- Inthe operation of locking the two members

of the clasp, and thereby securin gthe edgesof

the garment or belt to which they areattached,

the staple orloop is moved toward and over the

end of the hook, which by gravity is normally
retained at the position shown at Fig. 3. The
wireof which the stapleis formed,when pushed
against the inclined outer edge of the beak,
raises the hook, whereupon the staple passes
over the hook and also over the tongue: Asg
the hook is raised and the staple passes over
the tongue, the upper edge of said staple en-
gages the cam-surface at the back of the hook,
and thereby forces said hook downward, so
that its beak is positively carried into en gage-
ment with the lower side of the staple.
function of the tongue is to obviate any pos-
sibility of lengthwise movement of the edges
one upon the other when the members of the
clasp are in engagement, and to Serve as a
gulde in engaging said members, |

In disengaging the clasp it is necessary only

to raise the hook by means of the projection

7 until its beak clears

the lower edge of the
staple, when the parts

will readily slip back-

ward out of engagement.
In this my invention I do not wish to be
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2¢ the locking-hook pivoted at its rear end and !

2

confined to the precise details of construction
which I have herein shown and described,
since the same may be varied in several minor
particulars without departing from the spirit
of my invention. The locking-hook, for in-
stance, may be, if it be desirable, pivoted out-
side the tongue'instead of beneath it, and, as
heretofore suggested, it may be secured to the
plate equally as well as to the steel or-clip A.

I claim—

1. In a elasp of the character described, the
combination, with the staple, the same consti-
tuting the female member of the clasp, of a

“stationary tonguearranged to enter thestaple,

and a locking-hook having a cam-surface at
the outer side of the beak, and a cam-surface
at its back, said hook being pivoted and lying
parallel with the tongue, substantially as set
forth. |

2. In a clasp, the combination, with the sta-
ple forming the female member and mounted
upon one of the edges to be fastened, of the
tongue secured upon the complementary edge
and adapted to freely enter the staple, and
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lying alongside the tongue, said hook having
at its under and forward end a cam-surface
adapted to engage thelowerside of the staple,
and thereby raise said hook, and having also
a cam-surface at its back adapted to engage

‘the upper side of the staple, and thereby de-

press said hook after the beak has passed
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through said staple, substantially as set forth.

3. In a clasp of the character described, the
combination, with the plate having the pro-
jecting tongue, said plate being curved up-
wardly from the base to which it is attached,
of the locking-hook pivoted beneath the plate
substantially in the line with the tongue, the
inclined surfaces upon said hook, and the
staple arranged upon the complementary
meeting edge and adapted to be engaged by
the tongue and hook, substantially as speci-
fied.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 45

presence of two witnesses.

JULIUS WENGER.

Witnesses:
S. II. HUBBARD,
M. C. HINCHCLIFTE.
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