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To all whom it may concern: _
Be it known that I, ALFRED S, PRICKITT, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Red

Lion, in the county of Burlington and State of

New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Cranberry-Sorters:
and I do declare the {olowing to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention, |

such as will enable others skilled in the art to

same, reference being had to the accompany- |

Ing drawings, and to the letters and figures of

reterence marked thereon, which form a part

of this specification. |

The cranberry-sorters known to me are
doubtless useful for their purpose, but, being
worked with a “bounce,” are obj ectionable,

~because they do not separate the frosted and

20

-~ defective berries.

imperfect berries from the sound ones.
Hence my special object is to agitate them
without a bounce and to eliminate the soft
- Figures 1 and 2 are opposite side elevations
of my cranberry-sorter; Fig. 3, a horizontal

section, and Ifig. 4 a vertical cross-section.

Fig. 5 1s a longitudinal vertical section.

In the drawings, A represents the supportQ

ing-frame; B, the hopper; C the fan, and D D’
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the drawers which receive the sound mer-

chantable berries and the small and mashed

ones. The berries are emptied into the hopper

B andrest uponthe transversely-reciprocating
- plateE. Thelatter feeds them to the inclined

screen If, from which all dust and light mat-

ter are blown out of them by the fan C, so as

to pass over and beyond the end of the ma-
chine. The small berries pass through the

screen F into.a subjacent drawer D, while
the larger sizes pass down the inclined sereen
E 1nto the concave screen G, where the soft
and frosted ones are forced through the wires

by the coaction of two rotary brushes H 1.
- The latter rotate on opposite sides of the

. 45

wires, pressing the soft berries through the

screen, so as to fall into drawer D, and car-

~ rying the sound berries with some mashed

ones from the concave. The mashed ones

—_——

| adhere slightly to the brushes until the cor-

responding parts thereof separate, while the

‘hard solid berriesare thrown out, so as to fall

into the drawer D’. The mashed ones drop
upon the endless traveling apron J, and are
by it discharged into the drawer D with the

- defective berries.

The work is done rapidly, with compara-

ough manner than I have ever seen it done
before. | | |
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tively little-labor, and in a much more thor-

The reciprocating feed-plate I is operated

by the elbow-lever K, which is connected by
a crank-disk £ and rod %’ with the fan-shaft

¢, the latter being connected by-the pulley ¢’

6c

and belt ¢*with the hand-crank or drive-pul-

ley L. The latter is also connected by a pul-
ley M with the shaft % of the upper rotary
brush H by a belt 7/, and the apron-shaft is
also connected by an end pulley %2 on the
other side of the sorter with a double pulley
N on the drive-shaft n. The pulley N isalso

connected by a belt O with the pulley P on
the shaft 2 of the lower rotarybrush I. Thus

it will be seen that by this combination of
mechanism 1 operate all the movable parts
of the machine at the same time and corre-
spondingly. o R

. What I claim as new, and desire to protect
by Letters Patent, is— S
. 1. In a cranberry-assorter, the combination

of aconcave sereen G and two opposite rotary

‘brushes H I, one brush rotating on the inside
and the-other on the outside of said screen,

as and for the purpose set forth. '
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- 2. In acranberry-assorter, the combination,

with the concave sereen G and brushes H T,
of the traveling apron J and drawers D D’,

arranged substantially asand for the purpose

specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

Witnesses: _
. J08. C. HINCHMAN,
- JosHUA 8. WiILLs.

- ALFRED S§. PRICKITT.
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