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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE E. MESSER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

LAMP-WICK HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 408,313, dated August 6, 1889,
Application filed April 20, 1889, Serial No. 308,024, (No model)

Lo all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, GREORGE E. MESSER, of
Boston, in the eounty of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Lamp-Wiek Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

T'he objects of my invention are to provide
a cheap, simple, and convenient lamp-wick
holder adapied to clamp the wick of the
lamp against one side of the collar of the
lamp when its burner is unserewed therefrom
preparatory to filling the lamp orfountain in
the usual manner; and it consistsin the novel
constructed spring clamp or holder, herein-
atter more fully deseribed, and set forth in
the claim.

In the drawings hereto annexed, and which
form a part of this specification,is clearly
shown a device embodying my invention.

Figure 1 represents a vertical central sec-
tion of a lamp with burner removed and

spring-clamp in position upon oneside of the

collar to hold the wick thereto with the burner
suspended while the lamp is being filled.
IFig. 2 represents a perspective view of the
holder or spring-clamp removed from the
lamp. . _

A represents a lamp having a collar B, said
lamp being provided with a burner C,having
a wick D of usual construction. '

Now, in order to fill the lamp with oil in
the usual manner the said burner C is un-

screwed from the collar B,and then removed

partially or to one side of the opening, carry-
mg the said wiek D therewith, and most fre-
quently the portion which is within the open-
ing through the collar B is in such bent posi-
tlon as to nearly close the opening through
the same, thereby preventing the entrance of
some portion of the oil therein, thus causing
1t to run over or spill upon the outside of such
lamp, and as the burner has to.be held with
one hand while the oil-can is held with the
other hand in the act of filling rendersthe op-
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free use of both hands
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eration very tedious, disagreeable, and incon-
venient.

By means of my invention such objections

are tully obviated, and the operation of filling
the lamp is greatly faciiitated, as the wick
and burner are held to one side of thecollar,
leaving the opening nearly free through the
same and permitting the person to have the
to hold and tip the
oil-can in the act of pouring the oil therefrom
into the lamp, as shown and deseribed.

I provide a sheet-metal or hent-wire spring-
clamp congisting of a spring-loop Fatthe top
or upper portion, which unitesthe two prongs
or jaws, as shown, the prong F being formed
nearly straight and somewhat longer than the
prong L, which is formed with a shoulder or
offset near its lower end portion, and then is
extended downward a short distance parallel

with the former or prong T9, so as to leave a

space of about one-fourth of an inch between
the lower ends or lower end portions of the
said prongs I and I, as shown.

It will be seen that when the spring clamp
or holder is placed upon thelamp-collar after
the burner has been unserewed therefrom and
carried to one side the said prong F isinsert-
ed within the collar and against the lamp-
wick D, and the prong L1is pressed downward
over the wick outside of the collar. The said
wick is held in position, as shown, bent over

the upper edge of the collar with the burner

resving on the body of the lamp, as shown.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim— , '-
A lamp-wick holder consisting of a spring-
clamp having one of its jaws provided with
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an offset or shoulder and the other jaw hav- .

1ng a parallel extension, as shown and de-
seribed, as and for the purposes set forth.
EO. E. MESSER.
Witnesses: | -
SYLVENTUS WALKER,
WILLIAM H. PARRY.
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