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To all whony it may conecerns | |

Be it known that I, Lucy JANE PEARSALL,
of Fort Edward, in the county of Washin gton
and State of New York, have invented a new
and Improved Tuck-Folder for Sewing-Ma-
chines, of which the following is a tull, clear,
and exact deseription.

My invention relates to tuck-folders for sev-
ing-machines, and has for its object to pro-
vide a simple, inexpensive, and effective de-
vice of this character, which will produce
tucks of various widths at any desired dis-
tances apart and with economy of time and
labor. '-

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction and combinations of
parts of the tuck-folder, all as hereinafter
fully described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
1n which similar letters of reference ndicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
tuck-folder. Fig. 2 is a rear edge view of the
folder, and Fig. 3 is an end view in cross-sec-
tion on the line x «, Fig. 1. .

Themain plate or gage holder A of the folder
1s made with alongitudinal slot , for passage
of the screws b ¢ d, which hold the attaching-
plate I3 and the gages CD, respectively, to the
plate, said parts B C D having suitable

flanges, which extend over the upper face of

the plate to guide them thereon in makin g ad-
Justments of the parts to form wide or narrow
fucks 1n the goods being sewed, as hereinafter
more fully explained.

At the back or outer end of the plate B is
fixed a holder or sheath E, which is formed of
a bottom plate e, preferably made integral
with the plate B, and an upper plate ¢/, riv-
eted to the plate B and overhanging the plate

¢, and at a distance from it to clamp the (n-

tire tucker to the presser-foot I of a Sewing-
machine. (Shown in dotted lines in Figs. 1
and 3 of the drawings.) Elastic scrolls ¢,
formed by bending around tongues stamped
out with the body of the plate B, and a bent
loop €’ stamped up from the metal of the
plate ¢’, form side guides to hold the folder
steadily on the foot I, andalip e*on the plate
e’ forms a stop which strikes the extremity or
toe of the presser-foot asthe tuckeris pressed

the hole H in the sheath is in position to al-
low the sewing-machine needle to work freely
through it. |

As shown most clearly in Figs. 2 and 3 of
the drawings, the gages or cloth-guides C D
are made in open-loop form or with lower
sides ¢’ d’ underneath openings ¢ ?, through
which the cloth to be tucked ‘passes, as pres-
ently deseribed, these lower sides ¢/ @’ of the
gages forming supports for the cloth inde-
pendently of the bed-plate of the Sewing-ma-

chine; hence the feed of the cloth throughthe

tucker will not be interfered with by any
surface irregularity of the bed-plate, and the
work will pass through the machine and
tucker smoothly and evenly.

The main plate A of the tucker will be orad-
uated 1n inches and fractions thereof, and the
graduations at opposite sidesof the plate-slot
a will commence from opposite ends of the
plate, to facilitate setting the gages for pro-
ducing tucks of various widths. |

In using the folder either of the gages C D
may be employed, the one Cbeing used when
1t is desirable or necessary to pass the bulk
of the material at the left-hand side of the
presser-foot, and the one D being used when

passing the bulk of the goods at the right-hand

side of the presser-foot, this arrangement of
the folder with right and left hand gagesthus
allowing the work to be handled with facility
and to the best advantage, and the open-loop
form of the gages will not allow the 200ds to
slip and be caught under the gages. |

It is obvious that by setting either of the
gages at the desired distance from the press-
er-foot or the plate B tucks of different width

and at any required distances apart may be

produced in the goods, the tuck last formed
entering the gage as a guide for the next tuck
being produced. TFor instance, in making
narrow tucks with the bulk of the goods to-
ward the left hand the gage C will be set
from the needle the desired width of the

tucks and the gage D will be set from the

needle the width of the tucks plus the de-
sired distance between the tucks, and when
the bulk of the material is to be passed
to the right hand the gage D will measure
the width of the tucks and the one C will
space -the tucks apart, and when the gage

fully back toopérative position, at which time
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C is used to measure the tucks the plate
A will be clamped at its extreme left-hand
end to the plate B, and when the gage D 18
used to measure the tucks the plate A willbe
clamped at its extreme right-hand end to the
plate B,so that in either case the plate A will
not project in the way of the bulk of the goods
being operated upon, and when the plate A
is eclamped about at its center to the plate b
the bulk of the work may pass to either side,
as will readily be understood.

I am aware that a tuck-folder has before
been made comprising a main plate and right

and left hand tuck-gages fitted adjustably

thereto at opposite sides of a presser-foot
sheath or clamp, which is fixed to the main
plate; but I am notaware thatadevice of this
character has been heretofore made with a
main plate having one or more adjustable
cages and provided with a presser-footsheath
or clamp,on or in which the main plate is ad-
justable endwise to allow attachment of the
device to the presser-foot at any point along
the main plate of the folder.

My construction has decided advantages
over prior devices, in that by adjusting the
main plate onthe presser-footsheath or clamp
and alsoadjustingtherightandleft hand gages
relatively to the needle I am enabled to make
perfectly either very narrow or wide tueks or

E

tucks of any intermediate width, while the
bulk of the work may be passed either under
the main arm of the sewing-machineor atthe
other side of the needle or presser-foot, as
most convenient and as may be required to
prevent soiling of the work. |
Having thus fully described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by lL.etters

Patent— '
In a tuck-folder forsewing-machines, a main
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bar A, made of a single flat plate and having -

a, continuous longitudinal slot «, extending
from end to end thereof,in combination with
a plate or guide B, arranged at right angles
to said main bar, and on which the main bar
is adjustablelongitudinally, means for clamp-
ing said main bar to the plate or guide at any
desired longitudinal adjustment, a sheath at
the inner end of the plate or guide for de-
tachably connecting said plate and main bar
to the presser-foot of a sewing-machine, and
cages adjustably connected to the main bar
on opposite sides of the plate or guide, sub-
stantially as described, for the purpose set
forth. |

LUCY J ANE PEARSALL.

Witnesses:
CICERO W. BARBER,
TERRY D. KEECH.
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