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fo all whonv it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ADRIAN OTTE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Grand Rap-
1ds, In the county of Kent and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Laundry-Presses; and I dohere-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of theinvention,such as will
enable others skilled in the art towhich it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in

Jlaundry-presses in which the dampened cloth-

ing is placed between two boards and sub-
jected topressure by means of a screw, weights,
or other device. -

T'he objects of my invention are to provide
means for removing the lower board from be-
neath the apperone, so that larger boards may
be used without having the upper one inter-
fere with placing the clothing upon the lower
one; also, to obviate the necessity of raising
the upper board any greater distance than
necessary to release the clothing from press-
ure; also, to provide a quick upward move-
ment for the upper board in conjunction with
means for securing heavy pressure at the
proper point. 1 accomplish these results by
the mechanism illustrated in the accompany-
1Ing drawings, in which—

Figurelis a frontelevation of a device em-
bodying my invention,and Iig. 2 a vertical
section of the same on the line x @ of Ifig. 1.

A 1s a suitable frame having attached at
each side vertical posts 3,which are connected
at their upper ends by a beam C, through
which passes a vertically-movable post D, hav-
ing attached at its lower end the upper board
E, by means of a screw O, which enters a suit-
able opening in said post and engages with a
suitable nut N, attached to the 1_()we end of
sald post.

P is a hand-wheel for operating sald screw.

L is a shaft journaled in suitable bearings
attached near the upper ends of the posts b,

upon which shaft is a pinion H, which en- |

oages with a rack G upon the post D to ver-
tically move said post. Upon this shait 1s
also the ratchet-wheel I, with which engages
the pawl J, to hold the post down when low-
ered; also,the hand-wheel IX, for rotating said
shaft.

—_—

11l the hook I

(No model.)

M is a spring-cateh which engages with the
upper side of the beam C to su%tcun the post
I) and parts attached when elevated.

The lower board I slides. from beneath the
upper board E, and is supported at its for-

-ward end by the leg Q, which is provided with

a Toll. R at the bottom, which moves over the
floor as the board slides.
side of the frame and beneath thesliding board
I 18 a strip 5, with which engages a lmok T,
attached to the underside of %md board, which
hook servesto hold the rear end of the board
down, and also as a stop to regulate the move-
ment of said board by striking against the
frame A. Said boards are both faced on their
adjacent surfaces with metal, rubber, or other
non-absorbent material to prevent waterfrom
escaping from the clothing and penetrating
the boards. | -
- The operation of my device is as follows:
The lower board I is first drawn forward un-
strikes the frame. This re-
moves said board from beneath the upper
board E. DBy thus removing the lower board
much larger boards may be used with conven-

lence when separated a given vertical dis-
tance.
upon the lower board 1t 1s pushed back until -

- Afterthedampened clothing 1s placed

the hook T strikes the rear of the frame. The
upper board is now lowered upon the top ot
the clothing by releasing the catch M and
turning Lho shaft L, and & moderate pressure
Jmuﬂht to bear upon the upper board by
means of the hand-wheel I, the shatt being
locked by the pawl J. If, now, greater press-

are is desired, it can be secured by turning

the secrew O by means of the hand-wheel P.
After the moisture has evenly penetratved the
clothing 1t can be removed by reversing the
(deseribed operations.

I am aware that a press having a movable

post provided with a rack and operated by a

shaft provided with a pinion, a wheel, a
ratchet, and a pawl,and also operated by a

screw detachably secured to said post,1s not

new; also,that a vertically-movable post hav-
ing ascrew at itsend abutting againsta board
to press upon the same is not new.
claim these, broadly.

What I claim and wish to secure is as tol-

lows:

Secured at each
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1. In a laundry-press, the combination of a
frame A with a bhorizontally-movable board
I, having the leg Q, provided with a roll R,
and thevertically-movable board XK, provided
with means for raising, lowering, and press-
ing upon thesame,substantially as described.

2. In a laundry-press, the combination of &
frame A, provided with strips S,with a horizon-
tally-movable board I, having hooks T, engag-
ing with said strips, and a vertically-movable
board E, provided with means for raising, low-
ering, and pressing upon the same, substan-
tially as described.

3. In a laundry-press, the combination of a
frame A, having strips S, with a board If, hav-
ing hooks T' and leg , and a vertically-mov-

408,132

able board provided with means for raising,
lowering, and pressing upon the same, sub-
stantially as described.

4. In a laundry-press, the combination of a
frame A with a horizontally-movable board
or top I, the posts B, shaft L, having a hand-
wheel K, ratchet I, pawl J, and pinion H, the
post D, having the rack G and latech M, and
the board E, attached by the screw O, sub-
stantially as described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -

_ ADRIAN OTTE.

Witnesses:

JOHN OTTE,
IL.UTHER V. MOULTON.
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