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To all whom it niay coneern:

Be 1t known that I, JOEN S, MELLON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at the ity of
St Lowis, in the State of Missouri, have in-
vented a new and useful Imprm*ement in
Shoesand other Foot Appliances, of which the
following 18 a spectfication, reference betay
had to T]w ACCOMPANYING {11'5111. ingsand claims.

My invention tel.ﬂua to health-sustaining
:Lp_plmtmei_, in particular to appliances which
are ealeulated to generate, induet, and eduet
cleetrical eurrents in connection with the
human system, and to equalize such currents
between it and the earth.

It consists in providing shoes and other foot
appliances with metallic conductors and gen-
crators of electricity or galvanism and con-
necting the human system therethrough with
the ground, so that the electrical condition ¢x-
isting between the body and the earth may
be kept in harmony with each other.

T'he objeetls of my invention areto cure the
atflicted and to improve the publie health.

The accompanying drawings illustrate my
mechanieal devices for attaining these oh-
jeets,

Figure 1 is a pm-a]}{*ctlw view of an ordi-
nary slipper-shoe. Mg 2 is a longitudinal
vertical section of the same. Fig, 3 138 a de-
tail seclion of a solid rivet.  Fig. 4 i o detail
scetion of a hollow rivet.

Similar letters reler to like parts
outl the several views.

Relative to the useof different kinds of me-
tallie rivets, the scope of this Imvention 1s to
provide both conductors and generators of
the electrie and galvanie forees in this deviee.
Such constitute the bases of my invention.
Thereforoitisdesirable toadapt the numberof
calvanic pairs in foot-wear to theindividual’s
condition under treatment, which can be ac-
complished by inereasing or dimimishing the
numberof g@h ani¢ pairs infoot-wear by malk-
ing them tn this manner.

My mechanical deviee in one form consists
of one or more metallie rivets inserted into
holes made through the surfaceol a shoe-sole
e zoas shown in Fig. 2, These may be of like
or different kinds of metal,as one of zine and

through-

i}

be solid rivetls, ag in Fig, 5, or hollow, as in

They may

11

| used  conjointly.

Cduetor I, as thmn

{No model.)

Their ends inside of the shoe should
be flattened to correspond with the inside sur-

| face of the shoe-sole, and their outer ends

should be Mattened and finished in a similar
way. In addition to these rivets and coms-
hined with them T make use ol one or more
metatlie plates oo, (shown in the same figure,)
which are in the formof anyordinary “‘mm r
soles™” for shoes. These are eut out of thin
sheet metal and adapted to fit inside of any
shoe removably, so they may be faken ouf or

- put in readily: or they may be scearely fast-

ened inside of the shoe. For these T prefer
sheet copper or zine, and these metals may be
The%e metallic soles are
1}1&(}{‘3(1 inside of the shoe, their under surface

in contact with the inner heads of the rivets,
whieh extend through the shoe-sole. T'hus,
fo the extent d;iTmmn]«.nnlmmf maetal are 11%{1{1
inn these soles and rivets, galvanie clements
are formed in pairs, which are adapted to be
oxcited electrically by the moisture of thesole

of the foot acting against the inner metallie
- soles, and that coacting with the rivets, with

which it is in contact in the shoe, whllﬂ the
outer cnds of the rivets are in contact with
the moist earth, or by standing upon a moist-
cned surface arr nwed for that purpose. In
addition to this, for invalid uses, where they
are confined 1o 1}{1(15 Or 1111.-11)1610 be abouton
foot, I make use of this combined deviee by
connecting the shoe-plate with the ﬂ'l‘mmdln
a metallic “conductor f, which may De copper
wire, with or without t]w agrottnd plant &, as
shown in IMig. 2. In order 1o dmmnphsht}m
the eround- {_"t}ﬂ{hi( tor I may be attached to
(he metallie sole « in any 5111’[&1}1& Way, or,

as shown, iy thrusting a pointa’ of theinner
- metatlic H(}lﬁ throueh the leather of the shoe

and conneeting it 1o the oround by the con-
When uged by bed-rid-
den or greatly -enfeebhled persons, the ground

nm(hwtm“ -wire O or o may belong (:m}l:ﬂ"h {lo

extend from wherever the indiv ulufﬂ is lo-
aled out of a4 window or down through floors
10 the eround, in which the ground mul should

' be buried Htiﬁﬂ*]{}]i”\ to he in moist earth,
' By this means any kind of slipper or foot-

wear ean be worn and used to aceomplish the

benelicial objects of this invention,
and more known that

Ii is DBecoming more
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electricity plays an important part in nature.
The earth is the source of our physical sys-
tem.
electrical conditions. By keeping these in
harmony with those of the carth we can live
in health.

I am aware of numerous electrical devices
for health-giving purposes.

tion and the following claims:

1. The combination consisting of the shoe,

Many discases result from unnatural

I therefore dis-
claim all others now known in the art, except |
as herein deseribed, and ask thatLetters Pat- |
ent be granted to me for my present inven-

40'7,673

the metallic inner sole, and the metallic rivets
inserted through and in combination with the
shoe-sole, as and for the purposes mentioned.

2. The combination consisting of the shoe,
tlie metallie inner sole, the metallie rivets in-
serted through and in combination with the

"

15

shoe-sole, and the metallic ground-connection 20

a’, b, and U7, as stated herein.

JOHN S. MELION.
Witnesses:
H. M. THOMPSON,
JENNIE E. MELLON.
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