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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, LoUuIls WILZIN, of New

Haven, in the county of New Haven and State

~of Connecticut, have invented a new Im-

5 provementin Corset-Clasps; and I do hereby

declare the following, when taken in connec-

tion with accompanying drawings and the

letters of reference marked thereon, to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the same,

10 and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in-—

Figure 1, a front view of the two busks de-
tached; Fig. 2, the two Dbusks in the clasped
position; Fig. 3, an edge view of the busk I3,

15 with the sliding plate thereon; Figs. 4 and 5,
modifications. '

This invention relates to an 1mprovement
in clasping devices for corsets, having for 1ts
objectto produce aninterlocking of the clasps

20 which will prevent their accidental detach-
ment; and it consists in the construction as
hereinafter described, and particularly re-
cited in the claims. |

A represents one of the steels or busks, to

25 the upper end of which an eye ¢ 18 attached,
and a like eye b at the lower end, these eyes
being substantially of the usual construction.

B represents the other steel or busk, and to
which studs ¢ d are applied, corresponding,

30 respectively, to the eyes a b of the other busk,
making an eye and stud at each end ot the
busks, substantially the same as in the usual
construction of corset-busks. On the busk
A, between the eyes a and 0, one or more

35 hooks e are attached, the nose of the hook
projecting from the edge of the busk. |

Upon the busk B a plate Cis arranged, but
shorter than the busk 3. This plate C 1s ar-
ranged to slide vertically on the busk B, may

40 be by means of slots 7 in one part with cor-
responding headed studs g on the other part,
and so that the plate may slide up and down,
as indicated in broken lines.
attached by one end to the upper end of the

45 busk B and by the other end to the plate C,
the tendency of this spring being to hold the
plate C in its extreme up position, but per-
mit it to be drawn down, as seen in broken
lines. The spring may be of any suitable

to character. Ior convenience of illustration I
represent several small spiral springs.

A spring D is

On the plate C loops h are arranged cor-

responding to the respective hooks e on the
other busk, and the position of these loops 2
is such with relation to the hooks e e that
when the studs of the busk B are engaged
with the busk A, as seen in Tfig. 2, the said
loops A will be interlocked with the shoulder
of the hooks, the loops being held in such en-
gagement by the spring D, and while so held

separation of the two busks is impossible; but

if the plate C be drawn downward, as indicated
in broken lines, I'ig. 2, then the loops come to
a position which leaves the hooks free to be
drawn therefrom, and disengagement with
the studs is readily made. The plate C may
be provided with a suitable cord 2 at con-
venient position below the corset for the
wearer to operate the slide C to produce the
disengagement. _ _
The nose of each hook is beveled, so that
as the two parts are brought together to en-

cage the studs with their respective eyes the

hooks will enter their respective loops and
their beveled nose operate to force the plate

| downward until the hooks shall have so far

!

entered the loops that the shoulders may es-
cape therefrom upon the opposite side, when
the plate C will antomatically return and
bring the loops into engagement with the re-
spective hooks. |

More or less of the hooks and loops may be

employed, according to the extent of fasten-

ing required. |
It will be evident that the hooks may be on
either busk and the sliding plate on the other
with substantially the same result..
The object of employing the eyes on the
one busk and studs on the other, as described,

is to prevent longitudinal movement of the

two parts when interlocked, and this device

for so preventing the vertical movement of

one part independent of the other I prefer.

It will be evident, however, that the inter-

locking may be otherwise produced and the
hooks alone form the attaching devices—as,
for illustration, as seen in FKig. 4, one busk
may be constructed with a noteh, as /, and
the other busk with a corresponding projec-
tion m, and so that the two will interlock
when set together. In such case it will be
well that the notch be made directly under
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one of the hooks, and, as indicated in broken
lines, I therefore do not wish to be under-
stood as limited to any particular device for
interlocking the two busks to prevent the
longitudinal movement of one independent
of the other, it only being essential thatsome
suitable device shall be employed for this
purpose.

I have represented the loops as formed on
the plate C and the hooks stationary on the
busk; but this order may be reversed, as seen
in IFig. 5, the hooks on the sliding plate and
the loops stationary on the other busk.

I elaim—

1. The combination of the two busks A B,
the one provided with an eye ateach end and
the other with corresponding studs, and one
busk provided with one or more stationary
hooks projecting from the meeting edge of
the busk, a vertically-sliding plate C on the
other busk, the said sliding plate constructed
with loops corresponding to the said hooks,
and a spring between the said sliding plate
and its busk, the tendency of which is to yield-
ingly hold the said plate in the position to
Interlock with the hooks, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. The combination of the two busks A B,

407,630

| constructed to engage each other when in the

closed position to prevent longitudinal move-
ment of one independent of the other, one of
sald busks constructed with hooks project-
Ing from its meeting edge, a vertical sliding
plate C on the other busk, the said plate
constructed with loops corresponding to said
hooks, and & spring between the said sliding
plate and 1ts busk, the tendency of whiech is
to yieldingly hold said plate in position to
interlock with the hooks, substantially as de-

Scribed.
3. The combination of the two busks A I3,

constructed to interlock the one with the

other to prevent vertical movement, with a

vertically-sliding plate on one busk, the said

sliding plate and the other busk provided the
one with loops and the other with correspond-
ing hooks, and a spring between the said
sliding plate and its busk, the tendeney of
which 1s to yvieldingly hold the said plate in
position to interlock said loops and hoolks,
substantially as desecribed.

LOUIS WILZIN.

Witnesses: |
JOHON K. KARLE,
FRED C. EARLE.
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