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o all whom it may concermn.:

Beitknown that [, WILLIAM SCOTT MORTON
a subject of the Queen of Great Britain ::md
Ireland, and a resident of Edinburgh, county
of Mid Lothmn Scotland, have mvented Im-
proved Wall- Decor ating Material, of which
the following is a %peelﬁeatlon |

My invention relates to the manufacture of
a material for covering and decorating inte-
rior walls, ceilings, and other surfaces; and
the object of my invention is to produce a
decorative material which will be very light,
and yet sufficiently strong, and which Wlll re-
sist the action of dampness or moisture and
will not be liable to warp, and which further-
more 18 adapted to be made up in the form of
panels ready for application to the ceilings

~and walls of rooms as a substitute forplaster.
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One of the principal constituents of my im-
proved decorative material is canvas or other
similar fabrie, which forms the surface layer,
and 18 embossed, ashereinafter deseribed, in
such a way as to retain for artistic effect the
texture of the fabric. On the back of the em-
bossed canvas I apply a coating of a stiffen-
Ing composition containing as one of its ele-
ments plaster or equivalent material, and then
I apply to this a backing of paper, which is
worked 1nto the cavities of the embossed can-
vas. When this is to be used in panel form,
I combine with it a backing of two or more
layers of wood with the grainsrunning in dif-
ferent directions, which may alsobe combined
with straw or WOOd -pulp lumbel, as herein-
atter described.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 is
an enlarged sectional view of a p01t1011 of my
111]1)10V6d decorative material without the
wooden backing. Fig. 2 is a face view of the
decorative matelml and illustrating a design
eifect produced thereby. Tig.3isa sectlonal
view of myimproved deeoratwe material com-
bined with the wooden backing for panel-
work. Ifig. 4 is a sectional view drawn to a
much larger scale and showing the manner of
securing the decorated panels in place for
eelllnns |

In carrying out my invention I take a sheet
of canvas and soften it first by soaking it in
boiling water, and I then steep it in hot size,
and the softened and sized canvasis then ap-

]

plied to the molding surface containing the
design wn wmtaglio, and the canvasis gradually
and carefully worked into the cavities of the
intaglio surface, care being taken notto tear,

pucker, or crease the canvas. When the can-

vas has been quite worked into the design or
while this work is in progress, heatis applied

&5

‘to the mold to stiffen the canvas, and when

the latter has become dry it is coated allover 6o

the back with the stiffening composition,
which contains asoneof itsessential elements
plaster-of-paris, whiting, or similar material.
In practice I prefer to use a composition of

plaster-of-paris,whiting, and paste. Inhighly- 63

relieved parts of the embossed canvas addi-
tional stiffness may be given thereto by in-
troducing layers of paper or paper-pulp into
the deep cavities of the canvas. Over all
there is then pasted a backing or coating of
paper, which 18 also worked or beaten 111t0
the mtwho back of the canvas. Thisis done
while the canvas 1s still hot, and preferably
while it remains on the heated mold.
the whole has become thoroughly dry, it 1s re-
moved and is ready for use.

In Fig. 1 of the drawings, A represents the .
canvas front, B the stiffening composition
applied to the back of it, and D the paper

backing worked into the cavities of the em- 8o

bossed canvas. From practical use I find that
this combination of canvas front with paper
backing and the intermediate stiffening com-
position gives a decorative material which is

not liable to shrink, and I

intermediate stiffening composition answers
the purpose much better than glue or such
substances, which have 5ometlmes been.used
in embossed work.

The described decorative material lends
itself readily to decoration in the form of pan-
els, and in such case I prefer to unite with

the embossed material described a backing

formed of two or more layers of wood, with
the grains running in different directions, so

as to counteract any tendency to warping.

Sequoia wood is particularly applicable for
this purpose, both for its non-shrinking and
non-inflammable qualities. The embossed
canvas, with 1ts paper lining and intermedi-
ate stiffening composition, may be secured to
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this wooden backing K in any suitable way |

and by any suitable means, and the panels
thus produced may be secured in place, asin
decorating ceilings, by nails or serews f pass-
ing through the panelsintothe joists I, while
strips of molding DM, Kig. 4, can be applied
to conceal the joints and complete the decora-
tive effect. DBoth the canvas surface and wood
back could be coated with fire-resisting fluid
or asbestus paint. Straw-board or wood-pulp
lumber may also be combined with the layers
of wood for large panels by introducing a

layer of such material hetween the two layers

of wood.

I do not ¢laim in this application the pro-
cess of making the decorative material as be-
fore described, as that forms the subject of a
separate application for a patent filed by me
November 14, 1888, Serial No. 290,836.

I claimm as my invention—

1. The herein-described decorative mate-
rial for walls, ceillings, and other surfaces, said
material consisting of a faceof embossed can-
vas, & backing of paper worked into the cavi-
ties of the embossed canvas, and an 1mnterme-
diate stiffening composition. .,

407,604

2. The herein-described decorative mate-
11al for walls, ceilings, and other surfaces, said

material consisting of a face of embossed can-

vas, a backing-paper worked into the cavities
of the embossed canvas, and an intermediate
stiffening composition containing plaster or
similar substance. |

3. The herein-described decorative mate-
rial for walls, ceilings, and other surfaces, said
material comprising a surface of embossed
canvas with a lining of paper worked intothe
cavities of the canvas, and with intermediate
stiffening composition, and a backing of wood
of two or more layers, with the grains run-

ning in different directions, substantially as
set forth.

Intestimony whereof 1 havesigned my name
to this specificationin the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

WILLIAM SCOTT MORTON,
Witnesses:

Epita J. GRISWOLD,
S, C. CONNOR.
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