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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS HENRY MALEY,

of Andover, in the county of Day and Terri-
tory of Dakota, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Carpet-Stretchers, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description. .

This invention consists in a carpet-streteh-
ing device of novel construction, substantially
as hereinafter described, and pointed out in
the claim, whereby not only cheapness 1s com-
bined with durability, but oreat facility of
adjustment is secured to suit different sized
or shaped rooms, and the stretching-head of
the device may be turned to stretch the car-
pet more in the direction in which the tack-
ing down of the carpetis progressing,and the
whole be conveniently operated by the per-
son engaged in the tacking down without his
or her standing on the portion of the carpet
being stretched. -

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-

cation, in which similar letters of reference

indicate corresponding parts in all the fig-
ures. | | ._

Figure 1 represents a plan view of my 1m-
proved carpet-stretcher as when 1n use upon
a carpet on the floor of a room, shown only in

part. Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the same.

in direction of the length of the stretcher

upon the line « z in Fig.1. Fig. 3 is a trans- |

verse vertical section upon theline ¢ ¥ in Fig.
9, and Fig. 4 is a further vertical transverse
section upon the line z z in Fig. 2.

A is the body-piece of the stretcher, made
of astrip of wood having a vertical longitudi-
nal slot b in it to receive within or through
its outer end portion,in crossing relation with
each other when the device is being used, a
second strip or stick B, and also to receive
within it, near the back end of the slot b, a
further stick or strip C, which is loosely piv-
oted to the body-piece A at ¢, and which, in
connection with a handle extension-piece C’,
adjustable by means of a slot d and thumb-
SCrews ¢, forms the operating-lever of the de-
vice.

The stick or strip B is approximately of the

same length as the body-piece A, only nar-
rower to adapt it to pass freely through the |

1 slot b, It is loosely connected near its one

ond with the body-piece A by a pin or bolt f,
passed through any one of & series of holes ¢
in both the pieces A and B, according to the
adjustment required, and said stick or strip
B has pivoted to it at its outer or opposite
and lower end by a single pin or bolt /i the
stretching toothed head or comb D,which may
be a simple piece of wood armed with wires 7
or teeth of any suitable construction.
stretching comb or toothed head catches into
the carpet E near where the latter is being
nailed or tacked down, and by its pivot-pin A
it is free to be set at different angles, or In
such relation with the edge of the carpet be-
ing tacked as to stretch the carpet in the di-
rection in which the nailing or tacking 1s pro-
oressing. |

The body piece or strip A is provided with
a2 lower or outer extension-piece A’, adjust-
able by a slot % and thumb-serews ( to adapt
the stretcher to rooms larger than that for

1 which it would be ordinarily suitable, and

its outer or lower end may be tipped with
rubber or other soft material m to prevent
it marring the base-board G when pressing
against it. The holes g in the strips A and

B, through which the pin or bolt ffreely passes,

provide in a general way for shortening or
extending the stretcher.
H is a metal or other stirrup, which hangs
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So-

by its larger or upper end on the strips Aand

I3, where they cross each other when secured
together, and the lower end ot which serves

to admit through it and support the lever C.

I is a ratchet-like rack attached to the strip
B, and which serves by the engagement of
the lever C orits extension C’ with it to hold
said lever down when the stretcher is In op-
eration or after a stretch has been taken on
the carpet to hold the latter secure for tack-
ing, the stretching of the carpet being made
by bearing down on the handle end or por-
tion of the lever. | |

The operating-lever can be readily manipu-
lated by the person engaged in tacking down
the carpet and without -his or her standing
upon the portion of the carpet being stretched
or changing position, whereby the carpet 18

free to be stretched as required,and the work

oenerally is facilitated without any risk of
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Injuring the wall, floor, or base-board of the | other, as described, of the pivoted stretching
room. comb or toothed head D, the lever C C’, the 10
Having thus fully desceribed my invention, | stirru p I, and the rack I, essentially as here-

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let- | in set forth.

5 ters Patent— - THOMAS HENRY MALEY.
The combination, with the slotted body Witnesses:
plece or pieces A A’ and crossing-strip B, ad- WALKER PERRINE,
h

Justably and pivotally connected with each GEO. E. BRYANT.
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