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To all whom tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, ERIC M. NOBLE, a Citi-
zen of the United Staﬁces residing at Wash-
ington, in the Distriet of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

‘in Deposit-Boxes; and Ido herebydeclare the

following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to tlmt class of boxes

which are adapted to be used for the recep-
tion of drop-letters, packages of money, and
other articles, and my object is to provide the
box with a more simple and durable guard-
plate, which automatically closes the upper
part of the box while articlesare being passed
through the receiving-orifice.
- With this end in view my invention con-
sists in the peculiar features and combina-
tions of parts, more fully described hereinaf-
ter, and pointed out in the claim.

T'he accompanying drawing represents a
side elevation of my improvement, in which
the box is attached to the side of a wall, part
of its side being cut away to show the inter-
nal mechanism.

The reference-letter ¢ indicates the back of
the box, b the front, and ¢ and d the sides.

The top e 1s provided with a door 7, which
is securely hinged to ihe top by means of
hinges g. The free end of this door fis rab-
beted out at ¢’ to fit a similar rabbet /i upon
the under side of the top and upon the front
of the receiving-orifice 2. A cam or bracket
7 1s secured to the door f, and is arranged to
come in contact with the upper arm m of a
ouard-plate %, hung upon a pivot [, located
j ust below the door. This guar d-p]ate extends

40 entirely across the diameterof the receptacle,

so as to entirely cut off all access to its con-
tents when the lower end of the plate comes
in contact with the front wall 6. The upper
arm m of the plate 1s lighter than the lower

45 portion o,and the latteris made heavyenough

to hold the door shut by keeping the upper

arm constantly in loose frictional contact with
the cam 7 upon the under side of the door.
This cam, although preferred, is not abso-
lutely essential to the successtul operation of 50
the device, for the door might be kept shut
and the mouth of the box protected by sim-
ply having the upper lighter portion of the
guard-plate anywhere within the sweep of the
door £, so that the gravity of the lower por- 55
tion of the plate will always hold the door
closed. When the depositor wishes to make
a deposit, he depresses the door f, and as its
free end descends the cam 7 upon the door

~comes 1n rolling contact with the short arm 65

m,and thereby elevates the lower portion o of
the guard-plate, which immediately closes the
upper part of the receptacle and shuts off ac-
cess to its contents, as will be seen in dotted
lines. Thus 1t will be observed that the mo- 65
ment the receiving-door is opened the guard-
plate will 1mmedla,tely spring into acmon
When the box has become suf elently full, it
can be easily emptied at the side door p.

Having thus deseribed my invention,whatI 7o
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

In a receptacle for valuables, the combina-
tion of a top provided with an opening, a
hinged door for closing said opening, said door 75
being provided with a rabbet in its free end
to engage a rabbet upon theside of the open-
ing, a cam upon the under side of the door, and
a guard-plate pivoted below the door with its
light end in loose frictional engagement with 8o
smd cam, the lower end of said plate having
a length qufﬁment to come in contact with the
front wall of the receptacle when the door is
depressed, in the manner and for the purpose
substantially as described. - 8

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signatuare in
presence of two witnesses.

ERIC M. NOBLE.

Witnesses:
R. G. DU BOIS

J. B. MAOAULEY
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