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1o all whonv it may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES L. WARD, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Cav-
endish, in the county of Windsor and State
of Vermont, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Door-Fasteners, of
which the following is a full and clear de-
scription, reference heing had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of thisspeci-
fication,in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
a door with my improved fastening device
Fig. 2 is a detail to be referred to.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in means for securing
the sliding doors of cars, barns, sheds, &e.;
and it consists in the construetions and com-
binations of devices, which I shall hereinafter
fully deseribe and claim.

T'o enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will now describe its
construction andindicate the mannerin which
I carry out the same.

In the said drawings, A represents the cas-

25 1ng of a car, barn, or other door, and B is the
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sliding door, which may be mounted in guides
in any suitable manner, and is provided with
the slotted casting or bracket C. Secured to
the door by a pivot or bolt ¢ passing through
1ts lower end 1s an arm or lever D, which is
curved at 1ts central portion to enable it to

be readily grasped by the operator, and the

upper end of said arm or handle is mounted
1n and works freely in the slot in the casting
or bracket C before mentioned.

The arm or handle D is formed with an
arm E, which extends at about right angles
therefrom, and has its forward or outer end
provided with a spear-shaped or other head
0, which, in connection with a suitable keeper
secured to the casting A, forms a latch by
means of which the door is securely held
when desired. Ahole ¢ is made transversely
through the head of the arm E, and this hole
may be used to receive the lock or the seals
used on freight-cars.

My inventioif, when applied to car-doors, is
of great value, as when the dooris pushed to,
the spear-head or catch engages the keeper

and automatically holds the door in a locked |

condition, and in cases where the doors run
very smoothly in or on their guides a slight
movement of the door will cause it to run

forward, so that its latch or spear-head will
readily engage the catch or keeper. This
catch or keeper has its opening provided
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with beveled walls ¢ on all sides, and the

spear-head or latch 1s likewise beveled, so
that in pushing the door to, the spear-head ov
latch will strike upon the beveled portions of
the catch or keeper and be directed safely
into the position shown in Fig. 1.

In opening the door the operator simply
agrasps the handle portion and pushes it back-
ward, which movement, because of the upper
end being free, raises the arm K, whichis pref-
erably formed integral with the handle por-
tion, and thereby lifts the lateh or spear-head
out of its engagement with the catch and per-
mits the door to be readily moved back by
continuing the pressure upon the handle por-
tion.

From this deseription it will be seen that I

provide a simple and strong means for secur-

ing all forms of rolling and sliding doors and
so construct the parts that the movement in

. pushing the door back also lifts the lateh from

its engagement with the cateh or keeper.

Iaving thus described my invention, what T
claim as new, and desire to securc by Letters
Patent, is— ‘

1. The door having the slotted casting or
bracket C, in combination with a combined
handle and latch consisting of the handle
portion pivoted at its lower end to the door
and having its upper end playing loosely in
sald slotted casting and being guided thereby,
a latching-arm projecting from the handle
portion above the pivot - connection, and a
catch or keeper with which the head of the
latching-arm engages, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. A door-fastener consisting of the door
with its slotted casting, a pivoted handle por-
tion secured to the door having its upperend
playing loosely in the slotted casting, and an
integral latching-arm projecting therefrom
having its head spear-shaped and tapered or
beveled, in combination with a slotted cateh
or keeper having its inner walls beveled, sub-
stantially as deseribed. B

CHHARLES L. WARD.

Witnesses:
GEORGE II. SPAFFORD,
ALBERTA M. SMITH.
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