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10 all whonv 16 may coneceri:

Be 1t known that I, KbwARD J. BROOKS, a

~citizen of the United States,and a resident of
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- specification as part thereof.
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Hast Orange,in the State of New Jersey, have:

imvented a new and useful Improvement in
Seals for Mail-Packages, &c., 0f which the fol-
lowing 18 a specification.

This invention relates to means forsealing
packages of registered mail, similar express
packages, and the like, having wrappers on
“Jackets,” as they are hereinafter termed, in
the form of envelopes. Heretofore superficial
seals of sealing-wax have been most com-
monly employed for this purpose. In form-
1ng this kind of seals, in post-offices and ex-
press—of,lces eSpeenHy, large quantities of the
somewhat expensive wax are needlessly used
by ignorant and careless persons, and sticks
of the wax are readily carried off by thieves.
Moreover, such seals, especially when they are

unduly thick and on some kinds of paper,are

easily so removed and replaced as to escape
detection.

The objects of the present invention are,
first, 1o facilitate making of wax seals with-
out waste of wax and thelr preliminary and
secure attachment to such package-jackets,
and, secondly, to preclude the removal of
the stamped seals without such defacement
thereof or of the jackets as to insure quick
detection.

This invention consists, primarily, in a
novel sealing-rivet having a rigid head at one
end and a normally hard and brittle but fusi-
ble stem, the latter composed of suitable ig-
nitible wax, and, secondly, in the combina-
tion of a rivet-stem of wax and a metallic eye-
let in which the wax 18 conveniently cast fast,
so that the rimn of the eyelet serves as the
lead of the rivet and its tube or erown pre-
cludes cutting off the superficial pmtlon of
the stamped seal.

Two sheets of drawings accompany this
Ifigure 1 of
these drawings 18 a perspective view of the
special eyelet preferably employed. Ifig. 21s
a like view of a loose.sealing-rivet complete.
Ifig. 3 is a sectional view illustrating the ap-
plication of the same to a package-jacket.
Fig. 4 i1s a small-scale face view of the pack-
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age represented in lig. 5.

Fig. 5 is a like |

view of a similarly-scaled package open at the
end. If1g.61s a like view of a package-jacket
of a different pattern sealed with like seals.
IF1gs. 7 and 8§ are small-scale face views, each
showing a package-jacket open and another
of like pattern sealed; and Iigs. 9 and 10 are
perspective views of detached sealing-rivets
illastrating modifications.

Like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

In carrying this invention into effect I ap-
ply one or more - of my sealing-rivets R to a
package-jacket J, of anv suitable flexible ma-
terial, having a perfm ated flap or flaps f and
One or more IJGIfOl ated thicknesses ¢ /v ¢ Jun-
derlying the same, through which the stem of
the rivet is passed prepm*&to::.y to applying
the seal-stamp, Fig. 3, to spread the super-
ficial seal portion or seal proper S, Figs. 3 to
5, and impress the same with its dlstmo m.sh-
Ing-marks.

The sealing-rivets R have,in either of their
forms, a nor m&lly hard and brittle but fusible
stem s of ignitible wax, such as ordinary secal-
Ing-wax, containing sufficient turpentine, so
that after the jacket-flap fis applied thereto
a lighted match may be applied to fuse the
stem, as 1llustrated by Ifig. 5, or 1t may be
otherwise ignited or heated, after which the
seal-stamp is at once applied to produce the
seal proper S, as above. A seal-stamp, Ifig. 3,
having a central concavity ¢ in its face,so as
to produce a corresponding convexity on the
seal,1s peculiarly applicable to wax seals thus
produced; but ordinary seal-stamps may Dbe
cmployed.

In the preferred arrangements illustrated
by Figs.7and 5 the head of the sealing-rivet
R is located between a perforated portion ¢

~of the jacket J and an imperforate portion £,

underlying the same, and to which it is ce-
mented, so that the rivet 1s 11gidly and insepa-
rably attached to the jacket before the seal-
g operation. The particular jacket repre-
sented in Iig. 8 1s adapted to be furnished
by the maker without attached rivets. Con-
sequently its said perforated portion ¢ is origi-
nally in the form of a loose flap, (shown by full
and dotted lines in two positions,) and it is

provided with a special adhesive coating ¢ to
tacilitate cementing the portion ¢ in its dotted
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} position to attach the rivet.
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sealing-rivets R may be attached in like man-
ner, as 1llustrated by additional seals S in
dots at the right hand in Fig. 8. -

The preferred sealing - rwets represented,
respectively, by Ifigs. 1 and 2 and by Fig. 9
have the wax cast fast within metallic eyelets
e, which are preferably stamped for the pur-
pose from thin tin-plate or “taggers tin,” as
indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, with the metal is-
placed from the center in the form of a ser-
rated crown, which surrounds the stem por-
tion of the wax and precludes cutting through
the same behind the stamped seal p01t1011 or

-seal 5, while the flange or rim of the eyelet

forms the head of the rivet. Ordinary com-
mercial eyelets, as in Fig. 9, will answer sub-

stantially the same purposes, but-are more ex-

pensive.

In the arrangements illustrated by Figs. 3,
4, 5, and 6 the sealing-rivets R are not at-
tached to the jackets J except by the sealing
operation. In the arrangement illustrated

by Fig. 7 the sealing-rivet R is inseparably
attached to the jacket J at the factory. In
the modification illustrated by FKig, 10 the
sealing-rivet R 1s made wholly of wax.

The perforations through which the stems

T'wo or more.
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of the sealing-rivets extend, or those in the

flap f, at least, may preferably be re-enforced
with eyelets or the like, in customary manner.

Other like modifications will suggest them-

selves to those skilled in the art, and details
which have not been specified may be of any

‘approved description.

Having thus described the said improve-
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ment in sea,ls Iclaim as my invention and de-

sire to patent under this specification—

1. Asealing-rivet having a rigid head at one
end and a normally hard and bmttle but fusi-
ble stem, the latter composed of ignitible wax,

narily and securely attached to the package-
jacket and to be ignited so as to prepare it in

situ for the Seahnw operation, Substa,ntmlly as

hereinbefore speelﬁed

2. Asealing-rivet having a stem of wax and

ahead formed by the rim of a metallic eyelet,
the crown of which surrounds the adjoining
poition of the stem, substantially as herein-
before specified.

 EDWARD J. BROOKS.

Witnesses:
- JaAs. L. EWIN,
K. 1.. WHITE.
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-whereby the same 18 adapted to be plelum—' :
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