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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, PHILLIP A. BOWEN, of
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee and
in the State of Wisconsin, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Check-
rein-Hooks; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof. o

My invention relates to checkrein-hooks;
and 1t consists in certain peculiarities of con-
struction, as will be fully set forth hereinaf-
ter and subsequently claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion, partly broken away, of the operative
portions of my improved device. Tig. 2 is a
vertical transverse section on the line 2 2 of
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a plan view illustrating the
location of my device on a harness and its
preferred manner of use. Fig. 4 illustrates
another construction of one part of my de-
vice. Fig.5 is an enlarged detail view of one
form, and TFigs. 6 and 7 are partly sectional
detail views of another form, of part of my
device.

A represents a harness-saddle, of any ordi-
nary construction, having the usual terrets
¢ a for thereins O b,and to the saddle A, mid-
way between the terrets, is a socket for the
reception of the preferably screw-threaded
shank ¢ of a bracket C, which may be either
rigid with the shank, as shown in Fig. 1, or
pivoted thereto, as shown at d in Fig. 4. This
bracket carries two horizontally - arranged
tubular guides or sleeves D E, the latter be-
ing preferably formed with a tapered bore e,
of greatest diameter at its forward end, as
shown in Fig. 1. |

I 1s the hook for the reception of the check-
rein I3, having a spring-snap f and a rear-
ward-extending shank G, the latter passing
through the sleeves D E, and having a recess
¢, from which rises a spring H,secured, as by
screw h, to said shank, while surrounding
said shank G, between the sleeves D E, is a
ring L.

just backof the hook F, is a collar orstop I, and
the rear end of the shank is formed with a
socket ¢ for the reception of one end of a strap
J, (preferably an internally-screw-threaded
socket and a round leather strap, as shown in
Fig. 1,) secured in said socket, ag by a pin 7.

At the forward end of this shank G, .

Sceured to one of the reins O are a serics of
rings or loops & & k, and beyond these a hook
or cateh O. 'I'he strapJ passes through these
rings k& k, so as to lie close to the said rein,
and 1ts extreme end is secured to a socket m
or other part of a block M, having a ring n
for said rein b to pass through, and a hand-
piece N and also a hole o at the rear for the
reception of one end of a spiral or other
spring I, whose other end is secured to the
deseribed hook or cateh O on the rein b.

The operation of mmy device will be readily

understood from the foregoing description of

1ts construction.

In the position of parts shown in Fig. 1
the horse is checked. Now, supposing it is
desired to uncheck the horse, (to permit him
to drink at a trough, for instance,) it is not
necessary to get out of the wagon, bul the
driver has only to reach forward and grasp
the hand-piece N and draw on the strap J
until the stop I on the shank of the check-
rein hook abuts against the forward end of
the sleeve E, and this will serve to draw the
spring Il close against the recess ¢ of the
shank  and retain it in that closed position,
all on account of the ring I, the said stop I
preventing the shank G from being drawn
far enough back to free the end of the spring
H from said ring L.
this position, the horse, by the natural down-
ward motion of his head in reaching for the
water, will draw the shank G and its attached
strap J through the sleeves D K, (the attached
rein b being slackened for this purpose, and
the impingement of the ring L against the
rear end of the sleeve E serving to release

the former from contact with the free end of

the spring I,) and then, when it is desired to
recheck the horse,a pull on the hand-piece N
will serve to draw the shank G back through
the said sleeves D E (the tapering bore ¢ in
thie forward sleeve preventing any catching
at the point of junction of said shank G and
strap J, and also facilitates the rearward pas-

sage of the spring ) until the parts are in

thelr original position, (shown in Fig. 1,) with
the horse checked. |

By reason of the yield of the spring K the
device will not be prematurely operated by
the ordinary use of the reins in guiding the
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horse, but a smart pull on the hand-piece N
1s necessary for such operation, and if more
convenient in any instance (as with grocer’s
or butcher’s carts and the like, where the

driver sits very near the front of Lhe wagon)
the strap J and hand- piece N may be at-

tached to that part of the harness which ex-
tends from the saddle to the erupper, 1 de-
sired, instead of to one of the reins, as shown.
In I‘WS 6 and 7,1 show another form of
part of my device, which is somewhat neater

in appearance and better adapted for use in

connection with nice harnesses. In this form
the spring K (preferably a rubber spring, al-
though I may use. a spiral spring with. this
form or a rubber spring with the form shown
in I‘lﬂ‘ 3, if desired) and the strap J are dif-
The block M has a flat top,
and the hand-piece-N ismade separate there-

from, and is provided with a central perfora-
tion and countersink for the reception of a

screw P, the threaded end of which engages
with a screw-threaded bore in the center of
the block M, as best shown in Fig. 6, and said
hand-piece has further opposing furrows or

grooves on its under side (one of which is

shown at p, Fig. 7) to receive the ends of the
sald strap J and spring K, which are held in

place against the flat top of the block M by

the screw P, when the parts are adjusted, as
best shown in Fig. 6. The catech O in this
torm 18 composed of two centrally-perforated

“buttons (the hole in the lower button being

serew -threaded and the hole in the upper
button having a countersink) and one end of

the spring 1s placed on the rein, and one of
the buttons is placed above that, the other
button below the rein 0, and a screw @ is
passed through the holes in the button and
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cne in the said rein, thus clamping all firmly
together, as shown in Ifig. 6.
may be plain-or ornamental, and rather add
to the attractiveness of the harness instead

of detracting therefrom, and the operation of

this form of my device is precisely the same
as already described with 1*efe‘rence to the
form shown in igs. 3 and 5.

IHaving thus desembed my mventmn whatl

claim as new, and de&,u'e to secure by Let‘rers
Patent, is—

1. In an automatic checking and uncheck-
ing device, the combination of a bracket hav-
ing horizontally -arranged sleeves, a check-
rein-hook hmmw a Sha,n]{ passing through
sald sleeves, a strap attached to said shank
and extending back to within reach of the
driver, a spring secured to said shank, and a

spring-controlling device on said shank be-

-tween the said sleeves, substantlall} as set
forth.

2. In an automatic checking and uncheck-
ing device, the combination of a bracket car-
rying sleeve&, a checkrein-hook having a
shank passing therethrough and carrying a
spring and spring- controllmn device, a strap
socured to the end of said %hauk, and a Spring
attached to the rear end of sald strap and to

' the harness within reach of the driver, sub-

stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in
the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, 1n the presence of two witnesses.

| PIIILLIP A BOWEN.
Witnesses:

. G. UNDERWOOD,

N. E. OLIPHANT.
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