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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS MOORE DILs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Dav-
enport, in the county of Scott and State of
Iowa, have invented newand useful Improve-
ments in Towel-Racks, of which the following
1S a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
towel-racks; and 1t consists in a certain novel
construction and combination of devices, fully
described hereinafter in connection with the
accompanying drawings, and specifically
pointed out in the appended claims.

In'the drawings, FFigure 1 is a perspective
view of a towel-rack embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the
tubular casing.
of the clamps for the towel. FKig. 41is a simi-
lar view of the snap-hook which connects the
bow to the end of the suspending-cord. Fig.
5 18 a similar view of the stop.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-
1gnates a tubular casing,which is closed at its
lower end and provided with an eye a, and B
designates aremovableguard fitting on the up-
perend of the casing and provided with cheeks
b b, between which is journaled the grooved
roller C, the inner side of .the said roller be-
ing over the center of the casing, This guard
18 provided at its upper end with a vertical
ear D, having an aperture d.

E represents the suspending-cord which
passes over the grooved roller, is provided at
its 1nner end with a counterbalancing-weight
I, which operates in the casing, and is pro-
vided at its outer end with a snap-hook G.
Thig hook consists of a single piece of wire,
18 provided on the upper end of its shank ¢
with a loop ¢/, to which the cord is attached,
and 1s provided on the extremity of its hooked
portion with an eye ¢

H represents a spring-wire bow provided at
1ts center with a vertical integral loop /i,which
engages the snap-hook, and provided at its
ends with eyes /.” 1/, in which are engaged
the towel-clamps K K. These towel-clamps
each consist of the arms A& &, connected at
their upper ends by the spring-coil &/, and
provided at their free ends with oppositely-
extending and outwardly-opening hooks k* %=,
arranged in a plane at right angles to the

IFig. 3 1s a detaill view of one
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plane of the arms & and held closely pressed
together by the spring-force of the coil. These
arms are each provided with two angular
bends &° and k!, and the arms cross each other
between the sald bends. Therefore when the
hooks at the lower ends of the arms are lat-
erally separated, as shown at « in Fig. 1, to
engage the hooks with the towel, (which is
shown at I in Fig. 1,) the coil k£’ is uncoiled
slightly. Kurther,the arms are normally held
substantially in the same plane, and therefore
hold the hooks on their lower ends in line, and
by the arrangement of the said arms with re-
lation to the coil the arm which is eonnected
to the inner end of spring-coil passes on the
outer side of the arm which is connected to
the outer end of the coil, whereby when the
hooks are separated longitudinally —z. e,

moved in the planes they normally occupy—

the arms /o o will be pressed together at their

55

6o

point of crossing, and must therefore spring .

to permit such separation.

The casing is adapted to be-arranged ver-
tically against a wall or other vertical object,
1ts upper and lower ends being secured firmly

thereto by the serews L and L/,which respect-

ively pass through the eye ¢ and the apertured
ear D.

From the above descriptien, taken in con-
nection with the drawings, it will be readily

understood that the clamps at the opposile

ends of the bow are engaged with suitable
points of the towel, thereby holding the latter
in a spread or distended condition, whereby
1t may be readily used and may dry when not
in use. When not in use, the towel is held
in 1ts raised position, as shown in Ifig. 1, by
the counterbalancing - weight, and when de-
sired for use the towel may be drawn down
as far as necessary. When the cord becomes
worn, the guard may be removed from the up-
per end of the casing and a new cord applied.

It desired, the bow may be removed from
the snap-hook and one of the towel-clamps K
engaged therewith, and then one corner of the
towel may be attached to the clamp in the
manner described.

In order to prevent the towel from being
ralsed too high, I attach a stop M to the cord,
which strikes against the outer edges of the
cheeks b 0. This stop consists of a wire bent
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- ing two sharp bends m’ m’ in the cord.
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to form a series of three rings m m m, through
all of which the cord is passed, thereby form-
This
stop may be slipped along the cord, and there-
by adjusted at any desired point of its length,
by slackening the cord and workingit through
the rings; but it will be evident that while
the device is in use the stop cannot slip.
Having thus described the invention, I
claim— |
1. In a towel-r .:-.tc,]i the combination of the
taubular casing plmflded at 1ts lower end with
an eye a, the removable guard I3 at 1ts upper
end having an apertured ear D to receive
screws to secure the casing to a support, and
the pulley C, journaled transversely in said
guard, with the cord passing over the pulley
at the upper end of the casing, provided at
one end with a clamp to engage the towel and
at the other end with a counterbalancing-
welght operating in the casing, substantially

‘as 5pee1ﬁed

2. In atowel-rack, the combination,with the
tubular casing A, the guard I atits upper end
having the paﬂl“a,llel cheeks b b, of the rollers c,
journaled transversely in said
passing over the said roller, provided at its
outer end with a clamp to engage the towel

and at itsinner erd with a counterbalaneing-

weight, and the wire-stop M comprising a se-

|

guard, the cord |

406,998

ries of rings m m, thlouﬂ‘h which the 001(1
passes, the said stop being adapted to strike
against the cheeks 6 b to limit the moverent
of the cord, substantially as specified.

3. In a towel-rack,the combination,with the
supporting-cord, of the clamp connected to
the free end of the cord and consisting of the
arms k k,connected at their upperends by the
spring-coil £/ and having the angular bends
k* and k% the said arms intersecting each other
between the said bends, and the oppositely-
extending hooks k* k° on the lower ends of

sald arms, arranged in a planeat right angles

to the plane of the arms and normdlly In con-
tact, as specified. |

4. In atowel-rack, the combination, ‘with the
cord passing over a 1011.61 and pr 0V1ded with
a counterbalancing-weight, of the bow con-

nected to the free end of the said cord and

clamps at its ends adapted to engage the towel

and hold the latter in a spread condition, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose specified.
In testimony that'I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in .

pr esence of two witnesses.
TIIOMAS MOORE DILS

Witnesses:
- HL. M:CPIKE,“
M. BUNKER.
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