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To all whom Tt muy conecer:

Beitknown that T, AuGusTus W. OTTIGNON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, 1n the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts,- have invented certain Im-
provements in Adjustable Broom Bands or
Clasps, of which the following is a full, clear,

and exact description, reference being had to

the accompanying drawings, making part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a corn broom
having my improved adjustable band or
clasp applied thereto. Tig. 2 is an enlarged
perspective view of the band-supporting rod
detached from the broom, illustrating the
construction of the self -adjusting spring-
clamj, at the upper end of said supporting-
rod and the band-holding device formed at
the lower end of the same. Fig. 3 is a hori-
zontal section on the line o x of Tig. 1.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments 1 broom bands or clasps which are
adapted to be placed around corn brooms to
confine and strengthen their fibers and pre-
vent the broom from unduly spreading at its
bottom when in use; and my invention has
tor 1ts object to improve the construction of
bands or clasps of this description, whereby
they are rendered more easily adjustable
upon the broom in the direction of its length
than heretofore, and also enabled to be read-
1ly tightened or loosened to confine the fibers
of the broom more or less closely, as may be
found desirable.

T this end my invention consists in cer-
tain novel combinations of parts and details
of construection, as hereinafter set forth and
specifically claimed.

In the said drawings, A represents an ordi-
nary corn broom, and O the handle thereof.

C 1s a band or clasp, composed of webbing,
stout cloth, or other suitable material, which
is adapted to encompass or encirele the broom
at any suitable distance from its lower end
for the purpose of confining and strengthen-
ing the fibers and preventing them from
spreading apart when the broom is in use,
thereby increasing its durability and ena-
bling it to permanently retain- its proper
shape. This band C is supported and held

at the desired distance from the bottom of the

broom by a rod or wire D, which extends up
on onc side of the broom, in line with the
center thereof, as seen in Kig. 1. The rod )
1s provided at its upper end with a self-ad-
justing spring-clamp G, which consists of two
loops or rings ¢ d, formed in the same piece
with the rod D, and arranged at or nearly at
a right angle with each other, as seen in Ifig.
2, the wive being bent to form a spring-coil
e, immediately beneath the upper loop ¢, to
give an additional spring-pressure thereto
when upon the broom-handle.

When the spring-clamp G is to be placed
upon the broom-handle b, the rings or loops ¢
(l are pressed toward each otheragainst their
spring-resistance to enable them to be easily
slipped over the handle, after which their
tendency to separate from each other will
cause them to exert a strong pressure 1n op-
posite directions against the handle on which
they bind tightly, thus holding the rod D se-
curely in position; andit will be obvious that &
clamp constructed as described will readily
adjust itself to fit handles of either large or
small diameter, the rings being made of suf-
fictent size to pass over the largest handle
usually made. When it is desired to slide
the rod D up or down upon the handle to vary
the position of the band C upon the broom to
render 1t more or lessrigid or stiff, it ismerely
necessary to press the rings ¢ d slightly to-
ward each other, when the clamp can be eas-
ily slid up or down, as required, upon the
handle, and on being released will instantly
clamp itself in position as desired, no thumb-
serew or other auxiliary device being re-
guired. Great simplicity and ease of adjust-
ment are thus secured, while the entire clamp,
being formed of a single piece of wire, can be
made at a trifling expense. KFurthermore,
there are no separate parts to fall out and be-
come lost, which is an important considera-
tion. -

The band or clasp C which encircles the
broom is adjustably secured to the lower end
of its supporting-rod D in the following man-
ner: The lower end of the rod D is bent to
form a rectangular loop H, to the upper bar
or portion f of which i1s loosely pivoted a
swinging bar ¢, the lowerfree end 10 of which
extends down below the bottom bar 12 of the
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loop II. To one of the sides & of the loop H |

1s permanently secured, by cement, sewing,
or otherwise, one end of the band C, the op-

- posite end of which passesover the other side

bar 2 of the loop, and is then doubled back-
ward under itself, overand around the swing-

ing bar g, and again over the bar 7, as seen

in I‘1ﬂ' 3, by Wthh construction the draft or
pull on the band will draw the bar g up to-
ward the bar ¢, thus causing the end of the

band to be ﬁunly wedged or ela,mpod between

the bar ¢+ and swinging bar g¢.

When it is debned to tighten or loosen the
band C to confinethe ﬁbels of the broom more
or less closely, or forbrooms of different sizes,
it 18 simply necessary to take hold of the
lower free end 10 of the bar g and push it

~ away from the bottom barof the loop H, when
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the band can be readily drawn in elthel cli-
rection to increase or diminish the effective
length of the said band, and as the bottom of
the broom wears away the band C ecan be
easlly drawn up, as required, by simply press-
ing together the rings of the clamp G and
falldlllﬂ it up on the broom-handle, as pre-
Vlously described.

If desired, the broom- encuelmo band or
clasp may consist of a piece of thin sheet,
metal, or of one or more pieces of wire, in
which case the metal band or wire may be
secured 1n any suitable manner to the lower
end of the supporting-rod D.

What I claim as my invention, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Thecombination, with a broom-encireling

ban: 1 or clasp, of the supporting-rod D, se-
cured thereto and provided at its upper end
with an adjustable spring-clamp G, composed
of two loops or rings ¢ d, formed in the same

plece with said 10(1 _and adapted to encircle

the broom-handle at an angle to each other
and exert a pressure thereon in opposite di-
rections, whereby the rod is held securely in
place when adjusted, substantially assef forth.

2. The supporting-rod D, provided at its
upper end with a fastening device for secur-
ing it to the broom-handle, and having at its
lower end a band-holder consisting of a loop
H, formed in the same piece with the rod D,

and having a swinging bar g, pivoted at one

end to said loop, in combination with the
broom-encireling band C, having one end se-
cured to said loop and its opposite end ad-

justably confined between the opposite side

of the loop and the swinging bar g, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The broom-band supporting rod D, pro-
vided at its upper end with an adjustable
spring-clamp (, consisting of the loops or
rings ¢ d, arranged at an angle to each other,
and the spring-coil ¢; formed in the same
piece with the said rod and rings, substan-
tially as deseribed.

Witness my hand this 11th da}/ of March,
A. D. 1889.

AUGUSTUS W. OTTIGNON.

In presence of— .
P. E. TESCHEMACHER,
HARRY W. AIKEN.
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