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To all whom it may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, EDWARD A. BisSgOP, of

Racine, in the eounty of Racine, and in the
State of Wisconsin, have invented certain new
and useful Impr ovements in Devices for
Printing Signs; and-I do hereby declare that
the followmﬂ* is a full, clear, and exact de-—
scription theleof

My invention relates to devices for punt—

ing signs on fence-boards, &ec.; and it consists
in certain peculiarities of construction and
combination of parts, to be hereinafter de-

scribed with reference to the accompanying
drawings and subsequently claimed.
- In the drawings, Figure 1 representsa side

elevationof my invention , partly br oken a,way -

Kig. 2, a detail sectional view on line 2 2, Fig.
5; Fig. 3, & side elevation of my invention
folded up; Fig. 4, a section on line 4 4, Fig. 1;

IFig. 5, an under side plan view of a p01t10n-

of 1 my invention, and Iig. 6 2 top plan view
of the same.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A B
represent two segmental sections that are
hinged together to form the frame of my de-
vice; but 1t is obvious that a greater number

of similar sections may be likewise connected

if found more convenient or desirable, said
sections being of any suitable length and
width. The meeting ends.of the frame-sec-
tions A B are 1e%peet1ve1y provided with
cross-braces ¢ b, and to the cross-brace a is

‘Ppivoted a button C,that may be broughtover

upon the _opposing cross-brace 0, to secure
sald sections in the position shown by Fig. 1.

A handle D is secured between the side
pieces d of each frame-section near the outer
end of the latter,and to a bed-piece L, thatis

also secured to said side pieces, 1 attach a

guide or guides K for detachable type-blocks
(x and spacers H, these guides being prefer-
ably sheet-metal strips, having the free edges
thereof bent over to form groovesthat engage
said type - blocks and spacers.
blocks G and spacers H are preferably of
wood, and the letters I of composition some-
what similar to that employed in the manu-
facture of printers’ rolls; but it will be undei-
stood that T do not limit myself to the con-

struction just described, fm the reason that

The type-

and letters may be as readily employed.

In the operation of my invention, the frame-
sections being in the position shown in Fig.
1, and the type arranged to form the 1eadmﬂ*
mattel of any pmheulal sign it may be de-
sirable to print, the opela,tm orasps the de-

| other material for said type-blocks, spacers, '
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vice by the handles D, rocks it (type-faces

down) on a board or other surface having
fresh paint thereon, and then rocks said de-
vice on & fenee—bomd orothersurfaceon which
it may be desirable to print the sign. The

cut on an angle acute toa vertical and united

by a short and long link J K, the respective

ends of these links being pivoted to said sec-
tions to form a hinge. | -

" To fold the frame-sections 011e upou the
othel the button C is turned so as tobringit
away from the cross-brace b of the section B
and thesection A isthen pushedup far enoun*h

to gain clearance of section B and tumed-

over to the position shown by Fig. 3, thelinks
J K operating together to keep Smd frame-
sections in their mutual relation when being
folded or extended.

'To limit the movement of the links K, and
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opposing ends of the frame-sections A B are
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thus keep the frame-sections far enough apart

when folded up to prevent the letterslof one
section from coming in contact with those on
the other section, I provide the section A with
stops g, thatcome against said links when said

sections are 1n the p051t1011 shown by Fig. 2.

The type being detachable from the fra,me—
sections, any desu ed inseription may be set
up, and I may provide the frame-sections

with any desirable number of guides f01 sald

type and the spacers.

My device 18 Velycslmple inits constl uetlon
and can be done up In compact shape for
storage or transportation, while by 1tsemploy-
ment I save a vast deal of time and labor that
are usually employed in painting signs upon
fence-boards and other surtaces, masmueh
that no skilled labor is necessary to do the

‘work after the letters have been setupin the

frame-sections. |
Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

| Letters Patent, is—
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1. A device for printing
boards, &e., that comprises two or more seg-
mental frame-sections hinged one to the other,
and suitable letters or eha,racterb arranged on
the sections, substantially as set forth.

2. A device for printing signs on fence-

‘boards, &c., that comprises two or more Seg-

mental frame-sectwns hinged one tothe other
and provided with opposing cross-braces, a
button pivoted to the cross-brace of one sec-
tion to be brought over upon the opposing
cross-brace of the adjacent section, and suit-
able letters or characters arranged on said

‘sections, substantially at set forth.

3. A device for printing signs on fence-
boards, &c., that comprises two Or more seg-
mental frame sections, the pivotal links J K
uniting each two of the sections, and suitable

signs on fence-
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letters or charactersarvange oed on said sections,

substantially as set forth.

4. A device for printing signs on fence-
boards, &c., that comprises two or more seg-

.mental frame-sections, the pivotal links J K,

uniting each two of the sections, the stops ¢
for the links I, and suitable letters or char-
acters arranged on said sections, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

have hereunto set my hand,at Racine,in the
‘county of Racine and State of \Vlsconsm in

the presence of two witnesses.
EDWARD A. BISHOP.

‘Witnesses:
A. CARY JUDD,
CHAS. SCHAMPAINE.
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