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To all whom ié Qe J concern:

Be it known that we, JAMES HI1GGINS and

JOHN SULLIVAN, of Grand Rapids, in the

~county of Kent mld_Sta,te of Michigan, have

invented a new and Improved Fence, of which
the followmﬂ 1% f[ﬂl elear- .Etl’ld exaet de-

- Seription.
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Our mventwn 1elﬂtes lo fences for lands

and has for its object to provide an inexpen-
s1ve, substantial, and fire-proof fence struct-
‘ure more especlally adapted for use on stock-

farms along railways, butavailable elsewhere,
and constr ueted to prevent mjuryto ammalq
from barbed wires cmnmon]y e1m ployed in

fences of this character.

The invention consists in cer tmn novel fea-

tures of construction and combinations: of
- parts of the fence, a,ll as ]161 einafter de%cmbed_

and claimed.
- Reference is to be had to the accompanying

. drawings, forming a part of this specification,

~in which similar letters of reference indicate'
- corresponding parts in all the
-~ INgurelisaviewof a panel of a fencenext
the corner of a field and constructed in ac--
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- view thereof.

figures.

cmdance with our Invention. Fig.2 isa plan
IFig. 3 18 a detail perspective
view of thefence at the top of the corner-post.

Fig. 4 is a face view of a joint of the guard-

ml or head-board of the fence, and I‘10' 5 is

a sectional pl:&m view t&ken on Lhe lme @ in

Kig. 4.
The fenee-posts A are substantmlly 1:11e same

as the posts shown in our recent patent, No.
granted November 6, 1888, each post

892,334, ¢
héwmﬂ' ) face-plate a, from thh a flange or
rib o’ ploJeets, both the face-plate and ﬂfmﬂ'e

being sharpened at the lower end to allow the

| posts to be readily set by driving them into

the ground with a maul applied at,their round-
The post-ribs ¢’ and one edge

ed upper ends.
of the plate @ of the corner-postsare pr 0V1ded

“with slits 0, which receive the lower barbed-

- wire stringers B of the fence, these slits being
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prefer ably made diagonally Lo theplane of the
stretched wires, which arefastened in the slots
by a few blows of hammer or tool closing the
slits a little outside of the inserted wires.

-Our present improvement relates more p&l

ticularly to the construction of the composite

upper guard-r ml Or 11e&d board Q of the fence,

[t o

which is provided to malke the fenee cleally

visible to animals approaching it and prevent

their injury, which othelWlse might -happen

barbed wiresof the fenee In making or build-
ing this ﬂ‘umd rail C we nowuse a centr al

plmn head - wire ¢, plefel&bly round, and &

bent plate or plates ¢/, which are founed of

strips of metal clollbled over on themselves_
and slipped onto the head-wire ¢, and then

pressed or clamped tightly around and to the
wire by asuitable machine orim plement SOme-

thing like a beading-machine, which is run
Tt will be no-

| tlced that the plain head-wire ¢ is slipped into
open slots or slits a,z made in the tops of the

alonﬂ the strip over the wire.

fence-post flanges o’, and that the head-board
or guard-rail plate ¢’ extends along the fence-

-panel and fits snugly at its ends. betw een the

flanges or ribs of two adjacent posts, and the

did they run unawares anamst the lower 55 -
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faee of the guard-rail rests against the face of -

the main plates a of the posts

of the posts one from the other. A blow or

The -guard-
rails thus also serve to brace or stay the tops |

75 |

two of a hammer at the tops of the slots a®

closes them a little to lock the wire ¢ therein
and consequently lock the entire frumd-lml

down to the fence-posts.
Should the nature of theg round r equu e any

'80'.

two posts of the fence to be set farther apart

than the length of one of the guard-rails C, the

guard-rail between these two posts may be

easﬂy;]omed or pieced out to fill in the space
‘between the two posts and stay them, as above
This we prefer to do by lapping .

described.
the two parts of the rail-plate ¢/ onto each

other a little—say for about one-half an inch—

and then punching or pressing tongues D D
back out of the metal of each plate and bend-
ingor pressing these tongues over the ends of
the two parts of therail, asmost clearly shown.

In Figs. 4 and 5 of the dlawmﬂ‘s, thus making

a Slmple and substantial joint which will not

allow independent endwise motion of the two

| parts of the guard-rail, and will thus preserve
the post—st&ymw qua,hty of the rail, and does
‘not require waste of guard-rail matel ial, and
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allows the posts to be set any 1eqm1ed dis-

tance apart.
We find in practice that this. fence, made
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entirely of metal, and therefore fire-proof, is -




- speclally servicéable along lines of railway or

10

- with aface-plate and a flange orrib, said flange |

2.0

around large stock-farms or tracts of land ad-

jacent thereto butthe fence may be built ad-

vantageously where any fence of this charac-
ter 1s needed, as it presents a neatly-finished
appearance :amd 15 capable of various styles
of ornamentation.

Having thus deser ibed our invention, what
we claim as new,and desire to secure bV Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The eon:bmation, in a fence, of posts pro-
vided with upper slots, a wire run along the

posts and into said slots, and guard-rail plates

clamped to said wire and abutting adjacent
posts, substantially as herein set forth.
2. Thecombination,inafence,of postsmade

provided with an upper slot a wire str etehed
along the posts and in their f ange-slots, and
a truard-l ail plate clamped to the wire between

and abutting adjacent postb substantially as
]1eie1n set forth,

406,645

- 3. The combination, in a fence, of posts 'A,
made with face-plate o and flange or rib «’,

said flanges provided with slots b a’, barbed- 25

wire stringers B, set into the post—slots b, and
an upper ﬂ'ua,rd—lml C, consisting of a plam
wire c, Stretehed along ‘the posts. n their slots

a? and plates ¢/, clamped to the wire ¢ and -

ab utting ad,]a,cent posts, substantmlly as here-
in set forth.

4. In a fence, the combination, with adja-
cent slotted posts, a head-wire stretched be-

tween them in the slots,and a guard-railplate

consisting of two parts end-lapped and hav-

tially as herein set forth.

JAMES HIGGINS.
JOHN SULLIVAN.

VVltnesse,s
FRANK Ww. HINE,
- CYRUs E. PERKINS.

ino* bent tongues ela%pecl over and upon the__
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