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To all whom 6 may concer: - .| site sides of the bar. When the loop on the 45
" Be it known that I, JosEpz HYDER MCKEN- | fron® end of the stiffening-bar becomes worn,
~ 7IE, a citizen of the United States, residing at | so that it must be replaced, the front portion
Tyler, in the county of Smith and State of | of the cover or protector is ripped from the
‘¢ Texas, have invented new and useful Im- | shield 1N order to expose the said loop.

provements in Hame-Tugs, of which the fol- | G represents a trace-guard, which 18 pref- 5o
- lowing is a specification. | | erably struck up from the shield near its front

The invention relates to improvements in | end and projects up into the loop of the trace-
~ hame-tugs; and it consists in a certain novel | buckle, and the tongue ¢ of the said buckle
1o construction and combination of devices fully | extends through a longitudinal slot ¢ in the
described hereinafter in connection with the | said guard. Thetrace Hextends through the 55
accompanying drawings, and specifically | loop of the buckle in front of the guard, and
pointed out in the claims. - .I“is'held by the latter out of contact with the
" In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective | free end of the said loop, whereby chafing and
15 view of a hame-tug embodying the invention. | wear are avoided. Theslot in the guard per-
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the | mits iree movement on the tongue of the 6o
same. * Fig. 3 is a view of the stiffening-bar | buckle. | ' . .
detached. TFig. 4 is a view of the rearendof | Having thus described the invention, I
the shield, showing the formation of the trace- claim— o o | -
- 20 guard. | A - 1. In a hame-tug, the combination, with the
Referring by letter to the drawings, A des- | bar provided at one end with a buckle, of the 65
ignates a metallic stiffening-bar, to one end shield secured to the inner side of the bdr
of which is attached the loop B, which is en- | and provided with an outward -extending
oaged with the hame-clip,and the trace-buckle | gnard, which extends through the loop of the
2¢ C is affixed to the other end of the said bar. buckle and is provided with a slot for the re-
A flat leather shield D is affixed to the inner | ception of the tongue of the bueckle, substan- 70
side of the bar A at its rear end by the rivets | tially as specified. |
d d and at its front end by therivets b b, which 9. In a hame-tug, the combination of the
 attach the loop to the bar. A rivetd’ extends | -stiffening-bar A, provided at one end with a
30 through the bar and the shield at an inter- | buckle and at the other end with a loop b,
‘mediate point thereof, and a box-loop E em- | the shield D, attached to the inner side of the 75
braces the bar between the rivets d and the | said bar and extending to the .outer end of
rivet d’, and is held thereby from longitudi-| the buckle and provided with the guard G,
"~ nal movement on the bar. The shield bears | the box-loop secured to the stiffening-bar, and
3¢ against the inner side of the said box-loop | the cover or protector I, secured over the sald
and holds the outer side of the latter away | bar to conceal thesame, substantially as speci- 3o
from the stiffening-bar and in position to | fied. - |
have a strap passed therethrough. A flexi-| In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
ble thin leather cover or protector F is ar- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
40 ranged over the stiffening-bar throughout its | presence of two witnesses..

length, and is secured thereto at its rear end | ~ JOSEPH HYDER McKENZIE.
by the rivets d and d’. Atitsiront end,with- | Witnesses: | _
out the box-loop, the edges of this cover or | GEO. C. WILLIAMS, _ o

protector are stitched to the shield on oppo- WIiILL A. WOLDENT.
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