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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

J OIIN JACKSON WRIGIIT OF BREMEN, INDIANA

GATE LATC H

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 406,495, da.ted J uly 9, 1889,
~ Application filed Pebru&ry 19,1889, Serial No, 300,512 (No mudel) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, JOHN JACKSON WRIGHT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bremen, in the county of Marshall and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Gravity-Latches; and

- I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
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and exaect description of the invention, such

as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

- This invention relates to 1mpr0vements in
that class of latches known as “gravitating
latches,” and is more par tu:uLn ly adapted for
use upon gates.

The novelty will be fully understood from

the following description and claim, when

taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Flﬂ'me 1 is a side elevation of a gate with
my 1mp10vementq applied. Fig. 2 is a pian
view of the same, and Fig, 3 is
view taken on the line x @ of T Fig. 1.

Referring by letter to the said drawings, A
indicates a gate which may be of any ordi-
nary or approved construction, aud B indi-
cates the latech-post. |

C indicate metallic plates, wlnch are of a
construction substantially as shown in Fig. 3
of the drawings, and secured, respectwely, to
the front of the forward post or rail of the gate.

‘These plates C are cut away in one of the’"h

longitudinal edges, as shown at a, S0 as to form

upper and lower shoulders b, and these shoul-

ders are designed to extend latelally o1l OPPO-

site sides ot 'the said post of the gate, so as to

limit the upward and downward movement of
the gravitating latch.

D indicates the latceh, which 1s composed of
a transverse latch-bar d which is provided at
its central point, in 1133 lower edge, with a

notch e, adapted to straddle the lateh-stub E

on the post B. This latch-bar d has its lower
edge inclining from the notch e in opposite

“directions, as Shown at f, for a purpose which

will be presently explained. This Iatch-bar

has its opposite ends terminating in handle
portions g, whereby the said latch may be ma-

seetional

nipulated to lift the notch out of the latch-.

stud. Extending rearwardly from the cen-

tral portion of this lateh-bar g are two paral-
lel-arms 7, formed integral with the said bar
and provided at their inner ends with eyes,

as shown, whereby they may be pivotally se-

cured on 0pp051te sides of one of the gate-rails
7. It will thus be seen that the two branches
or arms h, which are pivoted to the said gate-
rail, are limited in their raising and lowering
movements by the shoulders on the plates C.

The latch stud or lug E may be of any or-
dinary construction and secured to the inner

‘side of the latch-post.

A latch of this construction is ver v durable
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and not liable to get out of order, and may beh -

‘manufactured at a very small expense.

I am aware of the patent granted Decem-
ber 11, 1883, No. 290,176, in which a latch is
pwoted to a 100ped ﬂ'mde-plate bearing studs
or lugs, the latch having a notch to receive a

lug on the gate-post and its branches inclined

in opposite directions from said notch, and a

vertically-movable lever employed to 1lift the
latch, and therefore do not claim @nvthmﬂ' set

for th therein.

Having described my mventlon ‘what 1
clmm 18—

The combination, with a gate-post having
a lateh-stud, of the gate having the plates b
secured to the forward ﬁertleal rail ther eof
and having the cut-out portion a and shoul-
ders b, to form upper and lower stops,and the
oravitating latch composed of the parallel

arms pivoted at their inner ends to the oppo-

site sides of the gate, and the integral latch-
bars at their opposite ends having a central
notch, as shown, and inclined on.its lower
edge in opposite directions from sald notch

and terminating in handle portions, substan-

tially as speclﬁed
In testimony whereof I affix my: Slnnatme in
pl esence of two witnesses.
JOHN JACKSON \VRIGIIT
 Witnesses: .p.
E. A. HUDSON,
ALEXANDER SMITH
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