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Lo all whom ot may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN KENNEDY, a cili-
zen of the United %tafteq residing at Birming-
ham, in the county of \Tew ]Lwen and State

of Conneciwut have invented new and use-

ful Impr ovements, in Suspender-Buckles, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention w]ate% to suspender-buclkles
and to devices for securing said buckles to
the suspender-ends,

It 1s my purpose to provide simple and inex-
pensive means whereby the suspender-ends
or two-part straps may be recadily, instantly,
and securely connected to the buckle and as

easily cast off or disconnected therefrom:; and

to these ends the invention consistsin the sev-

eral novel features of construection and new
combinations of parts hereinafter set forth,
and pointed out in the claims. |

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a front eclevation of the buchle
ahowuw portions ot the suspender and sus-
pender end. Tig. 2is a central vertical sec-
tion of the buckle shown in Fig. 1. TMie. 3 is
a cross-section of Fig. 2 upon the line x z.
Fig. 4 1s a detail view of the buckle-frame and
its attachments. Tig. 5 is a detail view of the
clasp-plate composing the cast-off for carrying
the suspender-ends, Fig.(is a rearelevation
of a buckle-frame and cast off, showing a modi-
fied construction. Fig.7 is a centr Ebl vertical
section of the parts shown in Ifig. 6.

In the said drawings, the reference- numeral
1 designates a bue]-_..le fm,me consisting of a
seamloss tube, having a claw-plate 2 inserted
through a slot 3 in said tube to engage the
suspender. Upon the depending extended
portion 4 of the elaw-plate-are formed lateral
integral extensions, which are folded or bent
first at right angles to the depending portion
of said claw-plate and then toward cach other,
the ends 4* lying in substantially the same
plane, whereby a rectangular tubular or sub-
stantially tubular structure or frame is
formed. Upon the lower edge of the main
portion or body of the claw-plate are formed
teeth or lugs 5, which are bent or turned in-
ward at right angles to the plate on which they
are formed, as shown in Fie. 4. These teeth
or lugs are separated from each other by any
suitable interval. *

The numeral 6 denotes a clasp-plate having
any suitable eye or loop 7, to which a suspen-
der-end may be attached, said plate being pro-
vided with a spring-plate 8, which may be
formed by bending the end of the clasp-plate
over upon itself. The spring-plate is provided
with a tang 9, having such width that 1t will
freely pass between the lugs or teeth 5, and
provided upon each side thereof with shoul-
ders 10, which are thrown into engagement
with such lugs by the elasticity of the portion
S, the entire width of the plate 6 being such
as to permit it to enter the rectangular tubu-
lar structure upon the claw-plate. As the
folded plate 1s inserted therein, the lugs) bear
against the side edges of the spring-plate and
compress or force it toward the clasp-plate 6
until the shoulders 10 pass the lugs,when the
elasticity of thespring-plate throwssaid shoul-
ders over the lugs and bri ings the tang 9 be-
tween the lugs, t]mwby fastemnﬁ_ the clasp-
plate firmly within the ineclosing tubular
frame and forming a simple, inexpensive, and
convenient cast-off for the suspender-ends.

Instead of forming the tubularframe 4* upon
a dependingextension of theclaw-plate, I may
employ the modification shown 1n Figs. 6 and
7, wherein the tubular extension forms an in-
tegral portion of the buckle-frame proper. In
this construction the depending integral por-

tion 1* of the buckle-frame is provided with

lateral wings or extensions 13, which are bent
intoang 111.;1;1' form &ubsmntmlly inthe manner
desecr 1bed n connectmn with the construction
shown in [Figs. 1, 2, and 4,while the clasp-plate
or cast-oft 14 is of similarform to that alread y
set forth, and is provided with a spring-plate
which engages with inwardly-turned lugs 15
on the lower edge of the tubular frame. In
both forms the tang or prolongation 9, between
the shoulders 10 of the clasp-plate, is widened
and curved to present a suitable finger-piece,
whereby the plate may be compressed to re-

lease theshoulders{rom thelugs. Inthemodi~-

fied construction the claw-plate is wholly in-
dependent of the cast-off and may be of any
desired form.

While I have shown the tubular extension
as forming part of two different portions of a

buckle, it is evident that it may be applied

without material change to other forms of
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buckle. Moreover,the said tubular extension

" may.-be modified in shape and construction

10

without departing from my invention, as it
may he angular, as shown, or any other suit-
able form may bei Impar ted thereto. Theends
of the lateral extensions forming the tubular
frame also may be brought into conJunctlon
thereby closing the tube entirely, or theymay
simply be of Such length as to form suppor s
for the edges of the clasp-plate which carries
the eye to W}lleh the suspender-ends are at-

B tached.
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1 have shown and desel ibed the
plate as made of a single piece of metal; but
1 do not confine my%elf thereto.

T'he invention forms a simple, durable, and
eafslly-()pel ated cast-off attachment for the sus-
pender-ends applicable to any form of buekle
and at extremely low cost.

Hayving thus described my 111Ventlon what I
claim is— |

1. Asanimproved article of manufactum
a Suspendel -buckle comprising a frame hav-

ing a swinging clamp-lever for clamping the

suspender on the frame,and a pendenttubular
frame having a portion bent inward to form
lugs, and a wspender-end-cal rying cast-off
prowded with a diverging spring —-plaie having

atang passing o between theinwar d]y-bent lugs,

and prowded with shoulders to engage the
lugs, substantially as described.

3. A suspender-buckle having a central de-
pending tubular frame formed of a plate of
metal having integral lateral eatenswns bent :

cast-oft

405,962

rearwardly and then toward each other, in
combination with a clasp - plate havmﬂ‘ a
spring-plate provided with a tang adapted to
pass between rearwardly-turned lugs on the
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Iower end of said tubular frame, which lugs

engage square shoulders on each side of said
tang, said plate carrying the suspender-end,
substantially as deseribed. -

3. A suspender-buckle composed of a tubu-
lar frame having a slot in which is mounted a

claw-plate provided with a dependingtubular

frame integral with the claw - plate, and a
clasp-plate having an eye or loop carrying the
suspender-ends, and provided with a diver-
ging spring plate having shoulders engaging
1nwa,rdly-tm ned lugs on the tubular fmme
and a tang passing between said 'shoulders,
substantla,lly as deseribed.

. The combination, with a buckle- frame 1,
of a claw-plate 2, pwotally mounted therem
and provided with a depending tubular frame
4, having lugs o, and a clasp-plate 6, having an
eye or loop 7,and & spring-plate 8, provided
with a tang 9 and having shoulders 10in each
side theruof sald tang ha\?mn' an extremity
serving as a ﬂnﬂel-pleee, substantlally as de-
seribed.

In testlmonv whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two WVltHGS%E‘%

JOHN KI‘NNEDY
Withesses:

FRANKLIN BURTON |
E. C. DREW.
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