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FLORA M. LA BRUCE, OF ANNANDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 405,782, dated June 25, 1889.
Application filed September 8, 1888, Serial No. 284,899, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, FLorA M. LA BRUCE,
of Annandale, in the county of Georgetown
and State of South Carolina, have invented
a new and Improved Artist’s Portfolio, of

which the following is a full, clear, and exact

description.

My invention relates to an improvement in
artists’ portfolios, and has for its object to
provide a light receptacle in which mounted
canvas may be conveniently and expedi-

tiously secured for transportation; and the
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further object of the invention is to provide
a means whereby the canvas will be pre-
vented from moving vertically or laterally,
and also wherein canvasof various dimensions
may be securely held.

L'he invention consists in the construction
and combination of the several parts, as will
be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out
in the claims. '

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figuresof reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the port-
folio open, illustrating one canvas as being
secured therein. Fig. 2 is a section through
one of the cushions and cushion-supports,
taken partially on the line « «of Fig.1. Fig.
3 18 a perspective view of a peg utilized in
clamping the canvas in the portfolio; and
Fig. 4 is a vertical section through the port-
folio when closed, illustrating a canvas
mounted upon a stretcheras retained therein.

In carrying ont the invention the frame 10
of the body 11 is preferably made rectangu-
lar and constructed of any suitable light ma-
terial, the said frame ordinarily consisting of
a single piece of metal bent to the aforesaid
shape. The bottom strip 12 of the frame is of
less width than the top strip 13, and in the re-
cess thus formed a second narrow frame 14 is
pivoted to the side pieces of the main or body
frame 10; or, preferably, as illustrated in Figs.
1 and 4, the narrow frame 14 is hinged at the
bottom to the said bottom strip in any suit-
able manner.

The frame 14 is constructed of like mate-
rial to the frame 10, and both the frames 10
and 14 are provided with a back 15 of cellu-
loid or other water-proof material, a rigid

water-proof material being preferred to a pli-
able one. |

In each corner of the main or body frame 10
cushion-supports 16 are secured, consisting of
two members extending at a right angle one
from the otherand L-shaped in cross-gsection.
In the horizontal member of the said L-shaped
cushion-supports a longitudinal recess 17 is
produced, adapted to receive a cork cushion
13, the cushion being attached to the sup-
ports through the medium of springs 19, as
best shown in Fig. 2.

Intermediate of the approaching ends of
the horizontal members of the cushion-sup-
ports, another support 20 is attached to the
frame, likewise L-shaped in cross-section and
provided with a spring-actuated cork cushion,
as best shown in Kig. 1. The supports 20,
however, are single. |

The frame 14 is provided with a marginal
frame 21 upon the innerside, which marginal
frame is constructed of wood or other light
material, and is made to extend around the
sides of the frame, being secured either to
the back or side pieces, or to both, as desired.
The thickness of the said marginal frame 21
18 equal to the depth of the frame 14.

In the side pieces of the marginal frame 21
a series of spaced transverse (preferably dove-
tail) grooves 22 are produced, adapted to re-
ceive dovetail pins 23, which pins extend up-

ward abovethe frame, as illustrated in Fig. 1.

When the main or body frame 10 is held in
a vertical or perpendicular position, and the
frame 14 is carried outward therefrom, the
latter frame is held at a right angle to the
former frame by pivoted strap-hinges 24, se-
cured at one end to the inner side of the main
frame 10, and at the opposite extremity
within a slot 25, formed in the ends of the
marginal frame 21, whereby, when the frame
14 1s folded up within the main or body frame
10, the lower section of the strap-hinge will
be pressed in the slot 25, permitting the up-
per section to fold inward in engagment with
the sides of the body-frame, as best illus-
trated 1n dotted lines in Fig. 4.

In operation a stretcher is placed upon the
marginal frame 21, and if the said stretcher
18 not essentially of the dimensions of the
said frame one or more of the pins 23 are
employed, the same being entered in one of
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the dovetail orooves 22 contiguous to the
sides or side of the stretcher and in engage-
ment with said sides, whereby the lateral
movement of the stretcher will be efiectually
prevented. The stretcher or stretchers hav-
Ing been placed in position, the frame 14 is
folded up within the main or body frame 10,
whereupon the corners of the stretcher are
brought in engagement with the cushions 18,
and as the frame 14 1s pressed to its closed

- position the cushions 18 arelikewise pressed
~ in thelr recess 17. The frame 14 is held in a

I5

closed position by any suitable catch 26, at-

tached to the upper side of the main or body
frame, preferably at the center,and a suit-
able ha,ndle 27 1s attached also to the top of
the body-frame 10, spanning the catch or lock

26, whereby the porbfolm may be rea,dlly car-
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It will be obsewed that by reason of the

pins 23 engaging both sides of a compara-

tively large stretcher, and in addition thereto
- _the fact that when the portfolio is closed the
sprin g—-actuated cushions 18 bear firmly there- |
on, it is utterly impossible for the Stleteher'

to move in any direction.
If the stretcher is essentially as lmﬂe as the

portfolio, the pins will not be needed; “but if a

single small stretcher is to be carmed it 18

prefer&blv placed near the center of theframe
and pl]]S placed. upon each side.

If in practice it is found desirable, the mar- |

ginal frame may be broken, so as to extend

-partlally around the a,uxllmry frame, and |
other equivalent constructions may be sub-
stituted for the construction shown without

departing from the spirit of the invention.

Having thusdescribed myinvention, what I

claim as new, and desire to secure by Leiters
Patent, is—

1. Tn an artist’s portfolio, the combination,

- with a main or body frame and an auxﬂ—

~ therein, of a marginal frame held within the

iary” frame hinged thereto adapted to fold

aumhary frame, essentmlly l.-shaped corner-

pieces attached to the inner side of the imnain.

or body frame, and spring-actuated cushions

attached to the said corner-pieces, all com-

_______

ner-pieces, subst.:mtlally
scribed.
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bmed to. operate substantml]y as and for the -

purpose specified..
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2. The combination, with a main or body
frame and an a,umhary frame hinged thereto

adapted to fold therein, of a marginal frame
secured within the auxiliary frame, provided
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with a series of transverse grooves, pins
adapted to slide in said grooves, essentmlly

l.-shaped corner-pieces ‘attached within the
main frame, having a longitudinal recess in

the horizontal member, and spring-actuated
cushions secured wit hin the recess of the cor-

3. The combma,tmn with a main frame and
an auxiliary frame attached thereto adapted

to fold therein, of & margmal frame within
the auxiliary fmme and spring o-gctuated cush--
ions attached to the inner side of the main.

6o

as shown and de-

frame at or near the corners, Substantla,lly as

-shown and desecribed.
4. The combination, with a main frame and.

an auxiliary frame attached thereto adapted

to fold therein, of a marginal frame within

the auxiliary frame smmmactua,ted cushions

attached to the inner side of the main frame
at or near the corners, and a small cushion

75

intervening the corner cushions, substan-

tially as and for the purpose 5pec1ﬁed

5. The combination, with a main or body
frame and an auxiliary frame attached thereto
adapted to fold therein, of a marginal frame
secured within the aunllary‘ fra,me, having
dovetail transverse grooves produced therein,

dovetail pins adapted to enter said grooves,

essentially L-shaped corner-pieces Secured to '.
| tlre inner side of the main frame, having a

longitudinal recess in the horizontal membel

80_,.

3pr1ng—actu&ted cushions of a light materla,l |

held within the recess of the corner-pieces,

and spring-actuated cushions secured to the
said body-frame intermediate of the corner
| cushions at top and bottom, substantially as
and for the purpose speci ified.

| FLORA M. LA BRUCE
Wltnesses:
J. F. ACKER, Jr.,
C. SEDGWICK.
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