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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 405,730, dated J Qne 25, 1889,
Application filed April 6, 1889, Serial No, 306,156. (No model,)

Lo all wivony it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES A. GILDE-
MEYER, of Haddonfield, county of Camden,
State of New Jersey, have invented a new
and useful Improved Seal, of which the fol-
lowing is a true and exact description, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, whmh form a part of this specification.

WIy invention relates to the construction of
seals such as are used to prevent the open-
ing of freight-cars without detection, and for
slmﬂm uses; and my object is to provide a
seal of this kind which shall be secure against
attempts to open it without leaving clear]y
noticeable traces of the attemnt.

My invention will be best understood after

a description of the drawings by which it is

1lustrated; and the novel features which I
desire to protect are clearly pointed out in
the claims.

In the drawings, I'igure 1 is a perspective

- view of my improved seal as it appears in
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use. Iig. 2 shows in perspective the differ-
ent parts of my seal in the condition they are
in before being put and secired together.
Kig. 518 a central cross-section through the
seal, as shown in Fig. 1; and Iig. 4 illus-
trates a modification of my device.

A is a metallic plate eonsistinﬂ' of a plain
face «, \with turnec-up edges «’. 'Thls edge
o1 ﬁanﬂe ¢’ is eut away at one point ¢? o
permit the insertion of the suspending-wire
B, as will be desecribed, and preferably the
rim is also cut away or the corner perforated
on the opposite side, so as to permit the ends
of the wire B to extend outside of the rim «’.
In Figs. 1 and 2 this opening is indicated at
a* as being formed in the corner of the plate
A, the alternative construction in which the
rim is cut away, as at «° being indicated by
the dotted lines at «”.

It is desirable that the portions of the wire
B which pass through the flanged plate A
should lie substantially flush with the sur-
face of its flat portion «, and I therefore pre-
fer to form one or more grooves for the arms
of the wire B to rest in. Where a thick cast
plate A is used, these grooves can be formed in

its mass; but where a thin plate is wused the
50 groove or grooves are formed, as isindicated |

at a’ «’, by striking up the surface of the flat
portion ¢ of the plate. Asshown,two grooves
are thus formed in the plate, the metal be-
twcen them being bent upward, as indicated
at a®; but obwoushz both arms of the wire B
could rest in a single groove a?, and the sec-
ond would then be- unnecessary.

B is the wire bent so as to form a loop b,

with its ends 0" U brought together so as to
enter the slot a¢*, and their extreme ends en-
larged, so as to prevent them from being
drawn out of slot ¢* longitudinally. Pref-
erably heads 0° 0* are upset on the ends
of the wire and passed through the opening
a* or ¢’; but if no such opening is provided
the ends may engage the inside of rim a’,
and in that case it is sufficient to form the
heads by bending the ends of the wire, as is
shown at 0® 0° in Kig. 4.

C 1s the face-plate of my seal. Preferably
I form it with a turned-up rim ¢’ and a flat
face ¢, and in all cases ifs depth with or with-
out the rim ¢’ must be less than that of the
rim or flange o’ of plate A.

My device is put together by inserting the
wire I3 in the flanged plate A, as described,
then placing the face-plate C over it and
within a flange «’, and then turning down
the top of the flange a’ over the edge of face-
plate C, asis indicated at ¢'in Figs. 1 and 3.
When the face-plate C has a rim ¢/, the en-
gagement of this rim-with the turned-down
edge of the rim ¢’ is more sceure than where
an unflanged tace-plate, such as 1s shown in

IFig. 4, is u%d

T pl‘efel to construct the plates A and C of
sheet metal—such as tin—as where a seam—
such as 1s formed between the edges o’ and
¢’—1is made in such material itis almost im-
possible to bend it out and baeck again, as
might be done with lead. Any desired inscrip-
tion can be stamped or written on the face e
of plate C or on paper applied to this face.

IHaving now desceribed my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A seal 00115151;1110 of a pla,te A, having a
prejecting rim ¢ (31113 away at ¢~ in combma—
tion with 2 face-plate B, of less Lhm]mess than
the ¥im «, and a wire B, having a looped end
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b and legs b/,
'sta,n’rlally as :-,md for the purpose Speelﬁed
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with enlarged ends, all sub-

2. A seal eonmstmn of a plate A, having a
projecting rim a’ cat away at ¢, one or more
longitudinal grooves a®, and an opening in
the rim at the end of said grooves, In combi-
nation with face—p]ate B, Of less thickness
than the rim ¢’,and a wire B, having a looped
end b and 1egs b’, with enlarn*ed ends, all
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

3. A seal conmstmn' of a plate A, having a,
projecting rim ¢’ cut away at a?, in combina-

tion Wlth a face-plate B, havmff a tur ned-up

rim ¢’ of less thickness than the rima’, and a
wire B, having

a looped end b ‘and leas b’,

405,730

with enlarged ends, all substantmlly as and

for the purpose specified.
4. A seal consmtmﬂ' of a plate A lmvmg a

projecting rim o’ cut away ab a°, one or more

lon ﬂ‘ltll(]ll’l&l grooves ¢’, and an opening in the
rim "at the end of said orooves, in combina-

tion Wlth face-plate B, havmw a turned-up
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rim ¢’ of less. thickness than the rima’,and a

wire B, having a looped end b and leﬂ's b,

with enlarﬂ'ed ends, all substantially as and 2 5

for the purpose 8pec1ﬁed
- CHARLES A. GILDEMEYER
Witnesses:
GEO. W. REED, |
WiLLiAM J. KELLY.
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