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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, BERNHARD PETSCHE, of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of PPennsylvania, a citizen of the
German Empire, have invented certain new,
and useful Improvements in Paper-Files, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an improved pa-
per-file which has the advantage that it can

be operated by one hand only, without requir- -

ing the other hand for removing the spring-

clamp that holds the papers in position; and

theinvention consists of a paper-file composed

of a base plate or frame,a hinged and spring-

actuated supporting-plate for the papers to he
filed, a clamping device hinged to the base-
plate and bent so as to extend over the head
of the supporting-plate, and arms attached to

. the supporting-plate and adapted to engage

the clamp, so as to oscillate it when the sup-
porting-plate is depressed.

The invention consists, further, of certain .

details of construction by which the working
of the parts composing the paper-file is ren-
dered more effective, as will be fully described
hereinafter, and finally pointed out in the

claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Ficure 1
represents a perspective view of my improved
paper-file. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal
section of the same; and Ifig. 3 is a modified
construetion of my improved paper-file, show-
1ng 1t as suspended from the wall. |

Similar letters of referencé indieate corre-
sponding parts. -

Iveferring to the drawings, A represents the
base plate or frame of my improved paper-file,
whichframeis made eitherof wood, cast metal,
wire, or other suitable material. To one end

f the base plate or frame Ais hinged a sup-
porting-plate B, which is acted upon at its
opposite end by a spiral or other cushioning
spring b,that is interposed between the base-
plate and hinged plate 3. To the head of the
base-plate A is hinged a clamping device C,

which is made either of wire, sheet metal, or

other suitable material, and bent in such a
manner that its upper part €’ extends over
the head of the supporting-plate B, as shown
in Iig. 1.

The shanks of the clamping device C are
engaged by perforated arms D, attached to
the under side of the head of the plate B. The

shank or shanks of the clamping device C are
bent forward at their lower parts, said bent

parts being acted upon by the arms D when
the plate I is depressed. The pressure of the
arms D on the bent lower portion  of the
shanks of the clamp C produces the oscillat-
1ng of the clamp C away from the head of the
supporting-plate 13, as shown in dotted lines
I Ifig. 2,80 as to clear the latter entirely and
permit the paper to be placed on the same.
The base-frame A may also be provided with
a suspension-eye ¢ for suspending it from a
hoolk on the wall, as shown in Fig. 3, in which
case the spring which operates the clamp and
supporting-plate 'is made integral with the

base-frame.

T'he paper-file 18 operated as follows: By
depressing the supporting-plate I3 the head of
the same recedes from the transverse front
edge of the clamp C until the arms D engage
the forwardly-bent lower parts d of the clamp,
when the upper part C will be quickly moved
away from the head of the plate B. On relax-
g the pressure on the supporting-plate the
same 18 raised by its cushioning-spring b and
pressed against the transverse upper part of
the clamp as the same is returned to its nor-
mal position above the head of the support-
1ng-plate.
that 1s necessary 1s to place it with its edge

over the transverse upper part of the clamp

and press the supporting-plate down. The
paper will readily pass below the clamp and
be retained by the same on releasing the plate
B, when 1t and the clamp are returned to their
former position. Only one hand is necessary
for operating thefile, instead of two, as hereto-
tore,in files for similar purposes. By making

the cushioning-spring of the supporting-plate

of sufficient strength the file can also be used
as a memorandum-pad, on which the paper is
held 1n 1nclined position for writing. By sus-

pending it from the wall the file can be used
as a conventent spring-clip for filing bill and
simtlar papers, while, when made on a larger
scale, 1t can be used as a writing-desk, and
when made on a very small seale it ean be
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used as a book-mark and as a clamping de-
vice for retaining the leaves of a book while
reading. |

Having thus described my invention, I claim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination of a base plate or frame,
a hinged and spring-cushioned supporting-
plate, a clamping device hinged to the base-
frame and bent at its npper part so as to ex-
tend over the head of the supporting-plate,
and arms attached to the supporting-plate and
adapted to engage said elamp, so as to oseil-
late it when the supporting-plate is depressed,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination of a base plate or frame,
a hinged and spring-cushioned supporting-

405,596

plate applied to said base-plate, a clamping
device hinged to the base-plate and provided

with a bent upper part extending over the

head of the supporting-plate and with shanks
having forwardly-bent lower portions, and ot
arms attached to the supporting-plate and
adapted to engage the shanks of the clamp-
ing device, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I have signed my namein pres-

ence of two subscribing witnesses. |
"BERNHARD PETSCHE.

- Witnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
CARL KARP.
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