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To all whonmv it muay concermn:

Be it known that I, JOEL JENKINS, of Mont-
clair,in the county of Essex and Stateof New
Jersey, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Safety-Pins; and I dohereby de-
clare that the following is a full and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, making a part of
this specification. o |

My invention relates to that class of safety-
ping in which the pin-point is free to enter
the shield from either side and be held and
protected thereby, but is prevented from pass-
ing entirely through the shield from one side
to the other thereof. . |

The object of my invention is to avoid the
cumbersome width of shield required where
two distinet pockets are formed to receive the
pin-point, one on each side of a central bar or
post bisecting the transverse arch of the shield,
and to attain all the advantagesderived from
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~the use of a pin of this class, with the neat-
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ness ot appearance and facility of attachment
found in the best class of safety-pins,inwhich
the pin-point passes freely through theshield
over the upper end of the central guide plate
or bar and lodges in a single pocket, and the
further advantage of greater ease and pre-
cision in entering the pin into the shield.

It consists in the combination, with the
shield of a safety-pin, as hereinafter more
fully setforth and claimed, of a yielding guide-
plate fitted to the bar of the pin opposite the

open loop of the shield, to extend thence into

sald loop far enough to prevent the passage
of the pin-point over its edge from the one
side to the other, while it will yield so as to
allow the point to find securelodgmentin the
shield on either side of the plate.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an elevation, upon an enlarged scale, of my
improved safety-pin; Fig. 2, a transverse sec-
tion in line x = of Fig. 1, illustrating the par-
tition-plate in the shield in its normal posi-
tion when the point is removed therefrom:
and Kig. 3, a similar section showing the po-
sition of the partition-plate when the pin-
point is lodged in the shield. -

In the drawings, A represents the body of
the pin; B,its coil or spring; G, the pin-point,

and D the shield, of sheet metal,open onboth |

sides to receive the pin-point when entered
from either side, and which is secured to the
unsharpened end of the body of the pin in the
customary manner to engage, hold, and pro-
tect the sharp point of the pin when it is in
use. In said particulars the improved safety-
pin may be made and fashioned in accordance
with any approved form or pattern of pin now
1n use. |

My improvement ig found in the combina-
tlon, with the open-sided shield engaging and
protecting the pin-point, of a single central

yielding partition post or plate, preferably

made of thin sheet metal, and which is at-
tached to the bar A of the pin opposite the
concave hood or pocket of the shield which
receives the pin,so as to project therefrom up
into the concavity of the shield and form a
vibrating partition therein adapted to posi-
tively prevent the point of the pin, after it
has entered the shield from either side, from
moving through the same to pass out on the
opposite side thereof, but which, by yielding
laterally within the pocket, will allow the point
to enter it freely and to fit closely therein.

K represents this yielding partition, the
same consisting of a thin elastic plate of ‘&heet
metal, one edge of which is folded about the
body-wire A of the pin opposite the pocket or
hood f of its shield D, to be firmly attached
thereto in position to project therefrom up
into said pocket or hood far enough to serve
as an effectual bar to the passage of the pin-
point C laterally through said shield and its
pocket.
loose enough in its attachment to the bar A

-to vibrate thereon as a pivot, or, if it be suffi-

ciently elastic to allow its free end to yield or
bend readily, may be made fast to the bar, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. In eithercase, when
the pin-point C is pressed against the parti-
tion-plate I from either side, the free end of
the plate will yvield and move into contact
with the opposite inner side of the pocket or
hood f of the shield, as shown in Fig. 3, and
the pin-point will be guided thereby up into
sald pocket and be thereby secured, the par-
tition-plate serving effectually to make the en-
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The partition-plate E may be left
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gagement of the point more positive and se-

cure by preventing its passing out on the op-
posite side. o
The Letters Patent granted to J. Jenkins
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on the 10th day of April, 1888, No. 380,596, de-
scribe a safety-pin having a pivoted guide vi-
brating within the shield of the pin; but my
invention differs therefrom inthatitcombines
with the function of a guide, whereby the
movement of the pinfrom either side into the
shield is facilitated, the further function of a
stop to prevent the pin from passing through
the shield from one side to the other, while it
permits at the same time the use of a com-
paratively narrow shield with such a stop and
oguide,; thereby rendering the pin far lighter
and neater in appearance and less expensive
to maenufacture than pinsof thisclassas here-
tofore made.

I claim as my invention— |

The combination, in a safety-pin, with a
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shield whose width but slightly exceeds that
of the pin-point, of a single guide-plate se-
cured to the body-bar of the pin and whose
free end extends into the concavity of the
shield far enough to positively prevent the

passage of the pin-pointlaterally through the

shield, but vields laterally to permit said point

to enter, lodge within, and leave the shield
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from either side, substantially in the manner

and for the purpose herein set forth.
In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-

sceribing witnesses.
JOEL JENKINS.
Witnesses:
A. N. JESBERA,
E. M. WATSON.
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